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THE CHIPS

ARE DOWN

“We ae staring down

Its January 31st 1999, the eve of the
next millennium, you're at a party
waiting for the clock to strike midnight.
The countdown begins. Midnight and

the sound system shuts down, the lights
go out. Everyone pours onto the seets
to total confusion. Theroads ae
gridlocked, the traffic lights have shut

down. No chance of getting a taxi so you

the beel of a national emgeng.”
Tony Blair, March 1998

CRAPARREST OF THE WEEK

For shouting ‘burn the pope Steve wh
runs ‘The Hemp Corporation’ shop
Brighton was nicked at the Lewes Bonfire n
for his outburst - despite the fact that t
was a giant effigy of the Pope heading for|
of the fires! Finding 1kg of cannabis on h
and obviously a danger to the public he s
the next 16 hours in the cells before tel
them it was a fair-cop guv but 1kg was not
compared to the 2 1/2 tons of cannabis
at his shop. Sixféicers rushed over to Chun
St where they did find 2 1/2 tons |p
Hemp...unfortunately for them it was all

|

he has received more than the one pho
call from the Government concerning hi
Y2K scribblings, warning him of
scaremongering the public. Why the
concern? Maybe theemore at stake than

just burnt toast and candle wax on the carp

Could it be to do with the fact that punter

the form of clothing!

(Interesting to see that Sussex Police
started to treat the fireworks display like g
another protest - going mob handed, bIocHI
off streets unnecessarily and perching o
of cherry pickers filming everybgdDon't the
cops just love crowds.)
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CND are“deeply suspicious of the

heating's packed up so you pick up the Withdraw their money from their accounts,whereabouts of the date sensitive chip

phone to complain. The linés dead.
Welcome to 2000.

or stock-pile a months worth of
groceries...just in case? .These sudden jol

regards to the worlds nuclear arseléll
Iissiles confused by the date change de

The ‘millennium bug’, or Y2K (year 2000) in economic behavior would themselveso launch themselves?

as itis now commonly called, is the failure

cause widespread chaos.

‘The Bug in the Bomb’, a report out tt

of computer chips to digitally recognize the A leaked Government memo last weekyeek by Basic, the British American Secu
change of year from 1999 to 2000. At theddmitted that troops may be needed tgnformation Council, cites a test at a ra
turn of the century the computers’ couldMaintain emegency services. Donald centre where the clocks were put forw
think that time has returned to the year 190d2€Wa, the Scottish Secretarexpressed to the year 2000. The resul®al System:
Many are speculating, but the truth is thagoncern over the disbandment of units oblackout! In Dublin receny] the clocks wer:
no-one really knows what the consequencegeTerritorial Army as they might be neededput forward again to test the workings
of this ‘error of judgment’ are going to be. t0 help the regular army amidst fears thafraffic lights. The results? Unless they h:

“Y2K is mae than just appblem of computer key —areas like electricity and a contingency plan, there will be chaos
failure. Itis aboutlegal dilemmas, insurance blacke!ecommunications will befiected by the - the streets. But dorpanic the Governme

spots, boken supply chains, publicaer and

millennium mayhem.

says your toaster will still work.

contingency planning. The bug has exposed theAviation authorities are admitting that the bug - t’s looking increasingly likely that the U

fragility of a just-in-time’ econogi’ Simon

Davies, (The Independent) In a recent the Aviation Insurance @ices Association G

may well paralyze air tféic. The chairman of

economy will be thrown into turmoi
nneth Flower of Action 2000 believ

TV documentary the Head of the Royaistated “Itisimpossible to say where the failureshat 200,000 businesses could likely go ut
Commission for the Effects of the may occu..Ifar companies are notentlrelysure,with an estimated 2 million jOb losses.

Millennium Bug citel “6 months of major
dedtuction asthe best case scenario.”

The Government is playing the situatio
down, pampering the public with the notion
that the problem is merely a bug, and ca
therefore be swatted or squashed as sug
Their recent toaster and video campaigns
(the latter alone cost them a ripe £8 million).
only asks ‘will your appliances survive?’

Labou’s latest scheme is to train 20,000 stal

from small and medium sized businesses
create what Blair calls ‘an army of bugsters’
And Gwyneth Flowe director of the

Government body Action 2000, suggesteq

that people at the most may stock up on
few extra candles.
So why is there this pre-occupation wit

h
the ‘small’ such as small businesses, toastes*

and the stocking of candles? The suppose
‘independent’ Bank of England has beer

silenced on the matter by the Governmeny,.

One freelance journalist told SchNews thak It’'s OK. It's fine.
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And what about the water suppWater
companies have refused to give ¢
guarantees, while stock piling bottled wa
Doesn’t bode wellWith water treatmer
plants being controlled by computers :
hiccups in the system could mean sew
being dischayed into our water ways al
dubiously coloured water coming out of
taps.

So why is the Government playing do
the millennium bug? Robin Guenier
industry-backedraskforce 2000 doe&r
believe they're sounding enough alarm b
“I'm sure the Governmentis in agony over th
doesfiwant to be helesponsible for any panic.

So don't worry. For goodness sak
don’t concern yourselves with banks, oi
rigs, nuclear missiles, supermarkets
power stations or public utilities. It's
alright. Everything’s alright. Relax.
Have a piece of warm toast.


http://www.schnews.org.uk/

TOXIC SLUDGES SchNEWS in brief ; Inksideh §ch||\lE_V;IS C
WO wee sagot € Pennsylvania supreme

GOOD FOR YOU S0 now New Labour are announcing pléms signed away the life of Mumia Abul Jamal

. - tackle themass sickie people bunking off work . ; : k . <
_While the boss of British Energy pats  whenthey're notreallyillatall. Absenteeism amongd?ﬁggﬂ%ﬂgﬂtggﬂr!gmég{i;Cvivc\)’Hg'b'\é'grﬂ?l p
himself on the back about recent ‘interim  pyplic sector workers runs at an average of 10 da )

profits’ and the lack of greenhouse gases from 3 year. But what do they expect when most work oW for the past fifteen years charged with mu
the ‘clean’ nuclear industry (as for the waste gy mind-numbing drh/dggry that swallows up o & Police officer. If you scratch the surface,
products - ‘safe as houses guv’ the Big Boss peoples lives. Anyone for a shorter working weekVidence used o convict him just doesnt adc

tells us) , SChNEWS asks: Where does all the * Buy Nothing Day campaigners wouldn't - S @ teenager he was a member of the E

: - - t
material that makes the nuclear industry tick  approve, but the Japanese government is givmaaeqtkt:a?/raz%gt{) ?sr}?ldhéi’vg?tﬁeflg%TdA%?tﬁ :gg

come from in the first place? away £3.47 billion of coupons to children under - b - -
Jabiluka is in Kakadu national park, a world 16, gdults under 65 and th%se on benefits - so th&Pintedrated Mumia's work continued and in 1

heritage site in N.Australia, home to diverse, - the age of 26 he received the prestigious Pez
landforms and species. It's also rich in uraniumF:Vrir\s,getﬂg':gggg&??ﬁ%dgoﬁg\t/ggﬂzy?ggg?::dcg ard for Radio Journalism and was elected pre
Since the election of John Howard's Liberalyictor | ebow’s words of wisdom? The American o 1€ Philadelphia chapter of the Associatiol
government the mining of uranium is subject toretail analyst writes “Our enormously productive 512K Journalists. Despite this and married \
no more restrictions than any other substance; @onomy demands that we make consumption ogFidren. Mumiawas finding itincreasingly diffic
decision made without public debate. way of life, that we convert the buying and the usd>. Make ends meet because of his outspoken
The land is traditionally owned by the Mirrar of goods into rituals, that we seek airitual nd s took a job driving a taxi. Meanwhile, h
Aboriginal people. Aboriginal systems of land Usesagisfaction in consumption...We need things also been highlighting the states escala
are hard to explain in Western terms but as theyonsumed, burned up, womn out, replaced ang.assment of the radical black ecological gt
do not share our concept of ownership, it's easyliscarded at an ever inbreasing rate.” ® |f you OVE, and its attempts to crush it, eventu:
to take advantage of them. Kakadu contains sacregink that's all a bit much, maybe you want to/€29ing to the bombing of their homes and
sites and burial grounds, for the Mirrar to lose an%sarmark Saturday 29th November. which idmPrisonment and death of most of its memb
of itwould be a spiritual and emotional loss as wel[nternational No Shop Day Send SAE to AS9nemagazine states impossible to avoid th
as a physical one. ENOUGH, One World Centre, 6 Mount St., Oneusonthatiheauthoriies consideredeiminatingMu
Uranium was first found in Kakadu in the early manchester M1 5NS Tel 0161 226 6668EPotageanurgentpriory.
70s, and the Ranger mine, near Jabiluka, openedyiyw.envirolink.org/issues/enough/index ** Opportunity knocked for the state on |
78. Although Mirrar people spoke consistentlypemonstrators this week commemorated the 510NN of December 9, 1981. While driving
against the mine, their protests were ignored. Tobyear anniversary of the execution of 9 Movemen ab, Mumia saw a police officer beating a bl
Gangale, then senior traditional owner, reacted bjtyr the Survival of the Ogoni People activists. In"2" with a flashlight. Running to the scene, Mu
saying, “I've given up. It's been six years now. 'm Newcastle, the gates to a SHELL depot werd?@S shot by a cop. A few feet away lay a mort
not fighting any more.” He died soon after. In 18chained together. In Norwich, one garage wa ounded cop. Mumia was taken to hospital, kic
years, the mine has had over 100 incidents dficketed while another depot had to close for th nd beaten by police before undergoing inter
mismanagement and safety breaches, including thigyy due to a 6 hour picket and a tripod at the gatest"9e"Y- He was then charged with the offic
release of contaminated water into Kakadujn | ondon there was a demo at the Shell HO anfiurder- What followed was a trial of fabricar
Workers’ health and safety has also been a problemreath left at the Nigerian High Commission. InSY/dence, knobbled witness, dodgy jurors
with repeated strikes and disputes. In 1992 thgoth places thedgoni National Anthem was Mumia often gagged and unable to give his
Mirrar began the Stop Jabiluka campaign withsng (written by Ken himselft). And in Brighton, a defence. Unsurprisingly, he was found guilty :
actions all over Australia. Until May this year thereshell garage was closed for over 2 hrs while th§entenced to death. There isn't space to goin
was a blockade on the road to the mining |eas%ntrances were picketed the pumps padk)cked 0 etails Of the t”al butin December Of last yea
With the onset of the wet season the camp is N§nd the oh-so-faithful- MURDERERS banner, nternational tribunal of 23 prominent juris
longer liveable and so actions are planned aroungiopped from the rooft DELTA, 0116 255 3023 convened in Philadelphia, to consider testim
Australia. www.oneworld.org/delta “Tools for Solidarity by ‘selected witnesses’ and look into the evide

H h ; h The panel took just 2 hours to return a unanin
First Hand ACCOUNL ieachartyuhich solects i, uwerted hendiodyercct nat he US govemmentnad volated
L : radespeop ; ; :

Spending time at Jabiluka showed me m_orén Africa and Latin America, Contact Unit 181, uman rights conventions during and after
clearly why protesters felt so strongly. After being ndenderry Industrial Estate. 326 Crumlin Ro adma].Mumlasworkwasdubbétlhevon:eoﬂhevon:elefss
there three weeks and travelling around Kakadu%eh‘ast BT¥4 7EE. Tel 01232 747473 Btazil Now its our turn to pull out all the stops to ms
began to get more of a feel for the land and wh ’

: sure he is not executed. Last time world-w
we were trying to protect. Seeing the life a lot o SS%N%rekrg?jﬁgtéyg%fsa@i%gg mbé'r'g;n”enéath protests stopped his death- let’s do it ag

Chowed e vividly nom much hey had Tos. i overber 8pm, Hobgoblin Pub, Brighiaitazil RGBT DS BT MEl o Ea e
Kakadu could become so important to me in jus gfﬁ%’@X@‘éﬁ?@&.ﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ?jﬁﬁ&f1 Demonstrate Picket American Embass
weeks, ot el more U mean 0 peop 1 AT RIS ECCISP OIS crosvenor Sauare his Saturday (1) 11
built up a way of life around it? Their cEJ/Iture is mmakers) o form an activists arts collective for IOed'nesdgay 11that 56% Cramptgr? St Lghdon '
inextricably tied to the land, so tHey are losing mor tg)r::s;g é)gisf&i‘itiﬁggar&e:ég %37?528361 earest tube Elephant and Castle) ’ |
e aewheciares hen h bulldozersmove {2y 25 Kov. 7om Hobgobin b, SICPOIERLIEESte Coveror Tom Rid
The effect western land ownership ideas have h ndon Road. Come along, meet niew friends aﬁnzo fax 001 717 783 4429 ’ ’
on the Aboriginal community is evident all over ar all about the radical side to yer favourite seasi Letters of supportMumia, S.C.1.Greene, 10¢
Australia on the streets and in job centres and pug@Wn - Movement Against Monarchy a g5 R Fuman Highway, Waynesburg, |
Because of the damage alcohol has done to so mar¥ ar‘éﬁissltulgg ru$n7t25l\lilz%\éel_r?otr)1esrqigrrgl (L:c:‘lggrr;}Philadelphia 15370-8090 '
of her people, Mirrar elder Yvonne Margarula h J » L P00 MUMIA HOTLINE---—--——-
bannch)i it?rom th(‘;jl c%trjnep. A?ter(lelef{i1 t%% lf:gmg,tube) Tel: 0181 847 0203"Know your enemy! MUMIA HOTLINE 2o 07271 826 0353
some British tourists asked me why | bothered Wit@)ﬂncc;verghe_m%d, }[pag V%’t?rldF?f the s_ia_;:ret pgllcg. ...and finall T

ian i i ust who is behin e Paramilitary Re ; ,
%g%vrgﬁzt%nsg;g;ﬁ;nvﬁirﬁ)Ila::%eu%nhtgl\?ecggg; ?rlglﬁ ommando?” Dunno MissNotes from the A The Fr?nCh mllltﬁry has good nﬁws frc])r soldier
on abeach. Maybe these people had failed to gragi9rderiand, £2.50to Larry O'Har&M Box 4769, 1as deve opeld ab ast-re&ﬁant shoe that W',LI B
the essentially global nature of all nuclear issued;ondon WCIN 3XX...= *** Animal Rights infantry from land mines. The bad news is, the f
Uranium mined at Jabiluka could go on to uph0|OCaIendar have changed their website address.ThegCIg.thlck solles arﬁ( o) helavyI anﬁl cumbersome rfl
oppressive regimes or power games anywhere € NOW at http://arrs.envirolink.org/arc/veggies oldier WOUC: walk 50 S OW?]/ t Iat a Sn'r’et: Wi
the world and end up contaminating other places~" If you want to lear about setting up awomen's, attention Woulgbﬁ drat\)/v n by ehb ast WOE df avk? |
quite possibly in Britain. Until all humans realise ousing co-op get along tavarkshopon Sunday e meaid Wi E (IatS  rd of the Erench Do
we share a responsibility for each other and th5th November from I1am - 4pm at Montaguecover: said Michel de Lagahrde of the French Def;
planet nothing will change until we have nowhere 1ouse, Brighton. More details 01273 684736 ™ Ministry's *Infantryman of the Future” program. T
left to mine and no-one left to oppress. The JabilukARROW have organised a demonstration outsid ood news: researchers have also develop
Action Group website is at http://www.jag.org.au POWning Street from 1pm this Saturday (14th) t ulletproof vest that stops virtually all military rif

protest against the military build-up once agairfounds. The bad n dﬁ‘g’gigi%eei?hs 28 pounds.
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