Friday 17th March 2000

WAKE UPY WAKE UPY OOH IT'S YER TREMBLING

hINEWS

Printed and Published in Brighton by Justice?

http://www.schnews.org.uk/

Issue 251 Free/Donation

WHO ARE THE REAL

TERRORISTS?

“Theabject of theexerciseisnot just to
secur econvictionsbut to secureinforma-
tion” Leon Brittan, former Home Secre-
tary, defendingtheold Prevention of Ter-
rorismAct.

ThePrevention of Terrorism Bill took
one step nearer to becoming law on
Wednesday, when MPsvoted 210to 1in
favour of thenew legislation.

Former Labour Northern Ireland spokes-
man Kevin McNamaraled abid by Labour
rebelsto overturn the new definition of ter-
rorism after warning it was so wide that
protestersagainst genetically modified food
and even striking fire-fighters could be
classed as terrorists. While another MP
argued that the Government’s proposed
wording was “very dangerous, misguided
and inadequate”.

Still, why does that matter?

Theoriginal Prevention of TerrorismAct
(PTA) was an emergency measure intro-
duced in 1974 for Northern Ireland. And
like the old PTA, campaigners reckon the
new lawswill be used for general informa-
tion gathering and intimidation of activists.

Take Clauses 38 and 41 which givesthe
police ageneral power of arrest without a
warrant for anyonewhom they “reasonably
suspect” of being aterrorist. PACE (that's
the usual detention rules and regulations)
does not apply. Instead you can be held
for up to 48 hours without being brought
before aCourt or given accessto alawyer.
And that can be stretched to 7 days with-
out charge if the Court, which can meet
without either the lawyer or the defendant
being present, so decides.

More telling is a recent comment from
the Crown Court Recorder John Rowe, ar-
guing earlier thismonth for the old PTA to
once again be renewed: “ The exercise of
the powers given by the PTA will affect
civil rights. Theremay well be somerestric-
tion of personal liberty, or a suspension of
one or more of the usual aspects of afair
trial, or an invasion of privacy and family
life, or a restriction on the freedom of
thought, or freedom of expression, or free-
dom of assembly and association. But that
isthe priceacommunity isobliged to pay.”

TheBill now goesto the Lordsand could
become law by the end of April.

* This Saturday (18"), people from
around the country will get together to dis-
cussthe future of the campaign against the
bill from 1—5pm @ The Old Redhill Motors
Community Centre, 104 North Rd.,
Brighton. 01273 298192/07720 486124. For
more information on the bill check out
www.blagged.freeserve.co.uk/terrorbill/
index.htm

M eanwhilelast weekend, inter national
terrorists(sorry world leader s) wer ebusy
cementing relations...

“We are desperate for the West to know
that this Russian war is awar to extermi-
nate the Chechen people. We are not fight-
ing for gain, for prosperity or for political
reasons; we are fighting in order to sur-
vive.” Akhiad Idigov, a representative of
the Chechen government

Asthe breakaway republic of Chechnya
continues to be pounded into the ground
by Russia, Tony Blair took the opportu-
nity to visit Russia’s acting president
Vladimir Putin. Blair said themanwas"“im-
pressive” and “highly intelligent with a
focused view of what hewantsto achieve.”
Hecertaintly seemsvery ‘focused’ onwhat
he wants to achieve in Chechnya, where
the country is being bombed back into the
dark ages. 20,000 civilianshave beenkilled,
and at least 60,000 serioudy injured - 15,000
of them children. 20,000 children are now
orphans, having lost both parents during
the fighting. 50% of all houses have been
destroyed, along with the water supply,
roads, sewage and power systems. As an
open letter from the Campaign to Stop the
War in Chechnya points out, “ The war is
not aresponseto ‘ Chechenterrorism’. Itis
an attempt to divert attention away from
the social and economic crisisin Russia
Its goals are to restore the standing of the
military in Russian society, and to secure
Russian control of the oil and gas pipe-
lines running through Chechnya.”

* Some of Russia's elite will arrive at the
Queen Elizabeth I Conference Centrein Lon-
don on April 19th for “Russia 2000", a two
day conference with western oil and metal mag-
nates. Go and let them know what you think
about the war. Meet outside 8 am and 4.30 - 8
pm. * Campaign to Stop the War in Chechnya,
46 Denmark Hill, London SE5 0171 207 3997

SchNEWS in brief

The Simon Jones Memorial Campaign
are asking people to organise candlelit
vigils outside their local town halls next
Wednesday (22nd). This is on the eve of
the judicial review into the refusal of the
Crown Prosecution Service to prosecute
those responsible for Simon’s death.
Simon was killed on his first day of work
at Shoreham docks, doing one of the most
dangerous jobs in the country with no
health and safety training. The judicial
review was meant to begin this week, but
apparently the courts couldn’t find a
judge. www.simonjones.org.uk **
There's a picket of Brighton & Hove Ben-
efit Agency Medical Services, Dyke Road
on 22" March at 11am. It's been called in
response to cuts in incapacity benefit
and the abolishment of Severe Disable-
ment Allowance under the Welfare Re-
form Bill. Brighton Against Benefit Cuts
01273 540717 ** Three Greenpeace ac-
tivists were arrested in Alaska last week,
charged with criminal trespass, and
banned from going within 100 miles of
BP Amoco’s new Northstar oilfield.
Greenpeace have set up camp to high-
light BP's threat to this fragile Arctic en-
vironment, which according to a report
has a one in four risk of a major oil spill.
The area is the most affected by global
warming, with temperatures rising up to
five times faster than the global average.
In the last 20 years, pack ice three times
the size of the UK has melted. Polar bears,
deprived of their habitat have been starv-
ing to death because they cannot find
enough food ** There's a demonstration
on 25" March in solidarity with Ruth
Wyner and John Brock, the ‘Cambridge
Two’', who recently received prison sen-
tences of 4 and 5 years. They were jailed
for ‘condoning’ the use of drugs at the
Wintercomfort homeless shelter in Cam-
bridge following their refusal to give po-
lice details of suspected dealers. Meet
11am, Hyde Park (Speakers Corner). 01223
513033 www.wintercomfort-justice.org
** Benefit gig for Tribal Voices and
Stonehenge Campaign Sat 25th March
8pm Glastonbury Assembly Rooms, with
New Age Radio, Space Goats etc (£4/5),
followed the next day by a Stonehenge
Campaign meeting at the same place, 2- 5
pm ** And just in case you'd missed last
week’s big news...Shamrock Monkey
Farm is gone for good! After years of
picket and protest, animal rights cam-
paigners can claim another victory as
Shamrock goes off to join Consort Ken-
nels and Hillgrove Farm in the animal
abusers' lab in the sky!
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THE MONOPOLY OF SUSSEX

WHO KILLED KENNY?

“Sunday will bethelast night that wewill
open thepub. Weareextremely sad about
this aswehaveloved workingin theK enny
for thepast fiveand ahalf years. Wehave
madeagreat many friendsand havehad a
wonder ful time. Wewould liketo thank
everyonefor their loveand support.”

Miki and Kath, New Kensington Pub

“It’s a battle of money against the true
spirit of what a pub should beabout. Real
landlordshavereal spirit.”

Ex-employee, The Gladstone.

Last orderswerecalled for thefinal timeat
two of Brighton’sbest loved boozer slast
week, when theNew K ensington closed and
the Gladstonechanged hands. Yer on-the-
oot EveningAnuswastheretotry and probe
intowhy two popular watering holeshave
been closed down.

The New Kensington wasone of 800 pubs
who took action against their old owners
Inntrepreneur. The company were forcing
publicansto buy barrels of beer from their
own suppliers, whichwould cost upto £100
more a barrel than they would be charged
on the open market. One publican likened
it to the old feudal system, when workers
would be given vouchers, instead of wages,
that they had to spend in their bosses
shops! Another landlord, who had enough
of this, and knowing abit about law found
that the * beer tie’ was, infact, illegal — Brit-
ain’sfirst pub strike was born.

As for the New Kensington, as it be-
came more popular, and sold more beer, the
owners kept trying to put up the rent.

Then, just to make the story even more
complicated, the Monopolies and Mergers
Commissiontold thebig breweriesthat they
had to sell off some of their pubs; which
they did to small subsidiary companiesthat
wereowned by the....er bigbreweries! Then,
drunk with power, I nntrepreneur began awar
of attrition with court case after court case
against any landlord or landlady that had
dared to stand up to them. The Kenny was
in and out of court until Inntrepreneur fi-
nally got the eviction notice they desired.

Themost tragic part of dl this, isthat Miki
along with other publicans, have taken
Inntrepreneur to the European Court, in the
belief that the beer tieisprobably illegal un-
der E.U. competition laws. But thecaseisn't
due to be heard until 2001, when there's a
very good chance the publicans will win.
However, by then most will have been de-
clared bankrupt and lost their pubsand homes.

What really sticksin peoples’ throatsis
that both these pubs were more than just
boozers. One Kenny regular told the Anus,
“The sole purpose of these large corporate
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pubsisto make money; although the Kenny
andthe Gladstone arestill businesses, they
provided avaluable community service. Call
me old fashioned, but isn’t that what a Pub-
lic Houseis meant to be?!”

The New Kenny isin a prime location
and will no doubt be ethnically cleansed of
its old clientele — just look at what's hap-
pened to some of the pubsintheNorth Laine
recently. Will it gothesameway asthe Green
Dragon in Sydney Street, which has been
sanitised and turned into The Office. Maybe
it'scalled thisin the hope that employeeswill
see this as an extension of their work day
instead of areaxing lunch hour. Or what about
The George, who ditched its comfy sofasin
exchange for someinterior decorating more
inkeeping with arailway waiting room.

UBER PUBS!

The town boasts more than 280 pubs, but
therange of establishmentsisdiminishing.
We are currently subject to atidal wave of
beer carrying with it anew Breed of Super-
pubs and huge, faceless chains washing
away hostelries of character, diversity and
genuine local feel. Another angry drinker
told us “In the days of yore, pubs used to
bethefocusfor relaxation and community
need. What we are being offered is stag-
nant, sterile clones. Dolly the Sheep eat
your heart out.”

It'snot been all plain sailing. Oneplace
which went down the pan was Hot Shots,
a bowling alley and bar in the centre of
town, which closed after just ayear and a
half. But not before they’d ripped out the
beautiful interior of an old 1930s art deco
building that would have been perfect for
amuch needed large music venue and thea-
trein the town.

Yet it's not all doom and gloom. The
Evening Star on Surrey St and theHand In
Hand areindependent pubsthat maketheir
own beer on the premises and are still go-
ing strong (much like the beer). Pubs like
these prove that there is no need for cor-
porate take-overs. Give them your respect
and support as these are examples of DIY
public access buildings, and serve a
bloody good pint as well!

DIRTY MARKET BLEEDERS

There are two names in Brighton which
could be called ‘ market |eaders’ (although
quiteafew peopletold theAnusthey we're
morelike ‘market bleeders’.) C-Side (for-
merly Webb Kirby) own 15 pubs, 3 clubs
and agymnasium, while Zel own 23 pubs.

C-Side had the dubious honour of win-
ning the scrooge bosses of Brighton two
Christmases back. Bar-workers who tried
to get apetition asking for morewageswere
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told by their bosses that if they didn’t like
it, they could get lost. Throughout the
town, people have horror stories of bad pay,
being treated like dirt and being sacked on
the spot for no reason.

What iseven moregalling isthat Kirby
was a Tory councillor who seems to have
used his influence on the New Labour
Council to pushthe C-Sidevision of Bright-
on’s pubs. The cheeky bastards even got
grants from the Council to do up some of
the pubs they acquired!

LYING DOWN

Of course, the Kenny and Gladstone regu-
larsare not best known for lying down (un-
lessit’'s been a particularly long drinking
session) and taking the corporate shit
that's thrown at them, and plans are afoot
for a permanent autonomous space.

Meanwhile, in caseyou’' vemissed it get
down to the THE OLD REDHILL MO-
TORSCOMMUNITY CENTRE, 104 North
Road, Brighton. The centre has been
opened to highlight the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Bill that isbeing rushed through par-
liament, and which could effectively
criminalise protest in this country. Thisis
the last weekend. For details pop into the
centreor ring 07720 486124.

PUBS U LIKE?

Already posters declaring Pubs-U-Like
(morelikefuck over the Pubs-U-Like) have
been plastered all over the front, offering
“new appearance, new landlords... and
aboveall new atmosphere’. The Anusasks
everyone to welcome the new owners on
the opening night. Remember to stay all
day (or until they chuck you out) and en-
courage othersto join in.

The Anus has been unable to contact
Pubs-U-Like, so maybe our readers would
liketo haveago. Givethemacall or send a
fax on 01273 558748 or ring the mobile on
07702 333976. Obvioudy wewouldn’'t want
you to wastetheir timewith irrelevant ques-
tions or black faxes. Nor would we encour-
ageyouto engagethemin adrunken debate.

SCURRILOUS
Our sister pulication SSANEWS' main distribu-
tion point will now be at the Peace and Envi-
ronment Centre in Gardner St (at the back of
the shop). Please feel free to take bundles of
this scurrilous rag and distribute at random.

ANUSDISCLAIMER

The Evening Anus warns all patrons not to do
anything slightly enjoyable in these new order
pubs. Please don’t have a laugh with your
mates. In fact just sit down and be bored, don’t
talk politics, drink your beer then hurry up and
fuck off. Then you will feel part of the commu-
nity. Honest!



