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DAM YOUR
MONEY

If someone came up to you and asked if
you could lend them two hundred million
quid you' d probably want to check them
out a bit before handing over the cash.

So what would you say to them if you
found out they’d been recently raided by
the FBI, arecurrently ontrial in Lesothoon
bribery charges (or would beif one of their
key witnesses hadn’t legged it); had been
found guilty by the Health and Safety Ex-
ecutive on numerous occasions, causing
the death and seriousinjury of workersand
getting arecord £1.2 million fine after part
of the tunnel on the rail link to Heathrow
airport collapsed; were involved in the
Pergau Dam scandal of the early nineties,
where aid was given to Malaysia on the
understanding that Malaysia brought
weapons from British companies. In the
eightiesthey built adamin Sri Lankathat
turned out to have anirreparableleak. And
just for good measure werelast year named
as one of the UK’s top twenty polluting
companies.

Now, if someone came cap in hand and
you' d heard about thisyou’ d probably tell
them to get stuffed. But not it seems if
you're the government and the cash hap-
pensto be the taxpayers, and the company
happens to be Balfour Beatty. The £200
millionin question will be given to Balfour
Beatty to help them build the Ilisu Damin
Turkey. This dam is set to destroy 52
Kurdish villages and 15 towns including
the ancient town of Hasankeyf . 25,000
people are facing forceful eviction (see
SchNews259).

Of course not everyone is best pleased
withthis. Yesterday across section of MP's
expressed astonishment at plans to hand
over cash to ascheme which infringes hu-
man rights, threatens peace in the region
and contravenes international standards.

But just why would New L abour want to
get their hands dirty with such a dodgy
company? Nothing to do with one of its
executives, Martin Print, being seconded
to the Department of Trade and Industry’s
‘Innovation unit’. Nothing to do with two
other staff members, Colin Ostler and
Alastair Kennedy, accompanying the con-

Eqypt and the Philippines..

Nothing to do with Balfour Beatty’s po-
litical lobbyist being GJW Government
Relations, which employspeoplelike Karl
Milner, formerly an advisor to Chancellor
Gordon Brown, and Roger Sharp who pre-
viously worked in Labours‘ businessunit’.
GJIW is aso one of Labour’s most loyal
sponsors, and has regularly booked tables
at the party’s ‘ gala fund-raising dinners'.

No, it is nothing to do with any of this-
it is because of the companies honesty,
integrity, exemplary safety record....

* Campaignersagainst thellisu areprom-
ising are-run of thisyears Balfour Beatty's
AGM which had to be abandoned after
rebel shareholdersinvaded the stage. They
are inviting people to buy shares in the
company so they too can join in the fun at
the next AGM. They need one thousand
people by mid-August, so rush your £2
(chegues etc to be made payable to The
[1isu Dam Campaign) with your name and
addressand they will dotherest. IlisuDam
Campaign, Box 210, 266 Banbury Rd., Ox-
ford, OX27DL

* |t makes SchNews proud to be British,
knowing that despite our recent sporting
failures, there is still one area where this
country excels. Of the 54 firms the World
Bank has barred from involvement in its
projects for violating its fraud and
corruprtion guidelines, no lessthan 36 are
British.

* Balfour Beatty are one of aconsortium
of companies wanting to buy parts of the
London Underground

* Last month Turkey was found guilty
of the murder and torture of prisonersand
fined £25,000 by the Court of Human
Rights.

SchQUALL

Our new book is now out! - it's issues
201-250 of SchNEWS, plus the best of
SQUALL, plus photos, cartoons, subverts
and a huge contacts list. It's £7 - buy it
from usfor £8.50 (incl. p&p), order it from
your local library (ISBN 09529748 3 5) or
wait for our grassroots distribution system
to kick in and pick it up from your local
radical bookshop/info centre.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For stumbing! A Coventry City sup-
porter who stumbled over the kerb outside
Villa Park was arrested by a copper who
accused him of being drunk (well, he had
necked a whole two pints). He then spent
thewhole of thegamein the communal dun-
geon under one of the grounds stands, be-
forebeing released without charge. To make
mattersworse Coventry finally won at Villa
Park for the first timein 51 years.

* |If you're got a company that needs a bit
of free publicity, why not buy alocal footie
club and rename it. The boss of Total Net-
work Solutionsbought Llansantffraid FC and
changed their name to, er Total Network
Solutions. Last season the team won the
L eague of Wales and thisweek played in the
European Champions L eague, and hey presto
- the companiesnameissplashed al over the
papers. Anyone for Skychester United?

POSITIVE PARTY
SCchNEWS

The Luton based Exodus Collective and
their new found friend Lord Howland, are
set to make history with thefirst ever lega
free-party on July 29". You can stop rub-
bing your eyesin disbelief, it'sall true. Lord
Howland, whose golf course has seen many
an Exodus party without his permissionin
the past, speaks quite fondly of the Collec-
tive, “I did initially have a problem with
Exodus, but we have established alink. It
seemssensibleto go forward together rather
than fighting each other. Their achieve-
ments are very impressive, and they are
very good peopleto deal with.” From now
on, the Collective can use asite agreed with
the Lord at no cost to hold free-parties.
Even the police and the council have seen
thelight. The council have recognised that
a non-profit making community event
shouldn’t requirealicensein the sameway
that apay party does. The police have even
agreed that Exodus polices itself better
without the boysin blue, and are happy to
let them run their own show! If all goes
well (and it stopsraining every bloody day)
the Collectivewill hold mini festivalsevery
month from March to August, culminating
in the Free The Spirit Festival in August.
For more on Exodus check out
www.squall.co.uk/

* Exoduswill be coming to Brighton soonto
launch the new SchNEWS/Squall book.

*If you're looking for a party in Brighton
this weekend call the Underground Sound
Party line call 0207 6445601

* Looking for something to do this week-
end? Then goto our websiteand click on party
and protest. The list is updated every week
and this weekend you’ll be spoilt for choice

struction minister on jaunts to Jordan, with twenty one events to choose from!
CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




EMPIRE TALKS CAK

“Mr President , you have your finger on
the Star Wars button. We urge you to take
it off and make the world asafer place”

Ellen Peake Greenpeace USA Execu-
tive Director

It was one hell of an expensive firework
display - aMinute 11 missilewasfired from
southern California,while another missile
was launched 4,500 miles awgy with the
intention of intercepting the said hardware.
In aweird case of “what happened next “
the billion dollar US phallic symbol shot
([))ff w the wrong direction at 16,000 mph.
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Watching al thisin sheer disbelief were
eight members of Greenpeace , on board
the Arctic Sunrise. Theactivists celebrated
with bottles of beer when the startling news
reached them that the missiles had simply
missed. Welcome to Star Wars |

In 1983 Ronald Reagan had avision. A
vision of his country being protected by a
complex array of ‘Star Wars' technology.
$60 billion were poured into trying to make
this fantasy vision a dangerous reality but
to no avail. The programmes were scaled
back as the Cold War ended but the arms
manufacturers kept the vision alive and
waited for their next opportunity. This ar-
rived on the back of the new ‘rogue states
theory and the US determination to con-
trol outer space—militarily

Now the US are preparing to spend at
least another $60 billion on a‘limited Na-
tional Missile Defence shield” and have
beenworking hard to convincetheworld it
isneeded and will work. Who caresif this
isin breach of the Anti-Ballistic Missile
treaty and could spark anew nuclear arms
race.

* Last weekend two hundred protestors
dressed variously as Darth Vader, Luke
Skywalker and Princess Leia gathered outside
the Fylingdales Radar Station in protest at US
plans for a National Missile Defence system.
Contact Yorkshire CND on 01274 730795

*Last year saw the eviction of the Peace
Camp at Menwith Hill SpyBase in Yorkshire.
Protestersare now banned from the site at night
time,but there is a regular protest every third
Saturday at 6pm . Telephone 01943 466825
for directions.

*Campaign for the Accountability of Ameri-
can Bases, 8 Park Row, Otley, W.Yorkshire,
LS21 1HQ Tel 01943 466405
www.gn.apc.org.cndyorks/caab

Did you know. . .An ‘independent’ British
nuclear-powered Trident submarine is out on
patrol, submerged, ready, 24 hours a day, 365
daysayear ready to fire sixteen nuclear-armed
missiles. Each of these 7,400 km-range missiles
hasthreewarheads. And it costsus£1.5 billion
every year for the next 30 years, at least.

Each warhead has seven timesthe explosive
power of the first atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima. The Hiroshima bomb killed about
140,000 men, women and children.

Join the struggle against organised nuclear
crime. Join themassblockade of illegal nuclear
weapons base at Faslane on the Clyde. The
August blockadeisjointly run by Scottish CND
and Trident Ploughshares and is part of the
August Summer Camp at Coulport that runs
from 1— 15 Blockade The blockade begins after
the peace walk reaches Faslane from
Aldermaston in Berkshire Tel 01603 611953
Www.gn.apc.org/tp2000/
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SchNEWS in brief

This Sunday (16) there will be a football
match inthe middle of Camden High Street, all
arewelcomewear footie colours. Afterwardsa
chill-out space will be created so sofas, chairs,
beaniebagsareneeded. Meet 12 noon at Camden
Town Tube. For infoonwhatsgoing onin Lon-
don checkout www.londonanarcho.listbot.com
** At least 108 people are dead and many
moremissing following the avalanche of ahuge
rubbish dump onto a shanty town in Manila
on Monday. The landslide is thought to have
been caused by torrential rainsin the area, and
further rainisraising the possibility of it occur-
ring again.The 15 metre high rubbish tip was
home to hundreds who made their living from
searching through the debrisand recycling refuse.
** Next weekend (21-23) SChNEWS will be at
the Severn Revels Music Festival, Forest of
Dean, Gloucestershire Everything from Headmix
Collective to world music, roots and classical
£35/30 Tel 01452 760584 www.deanarts.org.uk/
Severn revels ** Goddess Camp. 21st-23rd
July at Bestwood Country Park, Nottingham.
All aspects of ecofeminism as well as belly-
dancing, healing, drumming etc. Tickets£14/8
whichincludes Friday evening meal and camp-
ing.01159114878
goddess@trangl ations.freeserve.co.uk ** The
original Leicester Mardi Gras was cancelled
with organisers blaming threats of violence by
the far right. But a new group Unity Against
Prejudice have quickly organised L eicester
Pride, for 29" July and are asking everyoneto
turn up on the day to see off the fascists — as
well as have a good time. Parade starts 1pm
outside LGB Centre, Wellington St. Contact
mailto:nityleicester@yahoo.co Tel 0778 799
3258 ** RadiodA ‘the pirate speech based ra-
dio’ this weekend (14-16) on 106.6.FM
www.freespeech.org/radio4A** Does
databasing turn you on? SchNEWS needs
someone to help with our subscription data-
base aswell asupdate our book database on the
web. About two hours a week.

ANIMAL MAGIC

Over the past 25 years 30,000 badgers have
been culled in order to provethat they transmit
bovinetuberculosis (bTB) to cattle. Some badg-
ers do have TB but rather than looking else-
where for the solution to the problem the gov-
ernment have proposed to cull up to a further
20,000 badgers over the next 5 years, at a cost
of £34 million. Professor John Bournewho will
lead the trial opposed the culling in the TB
Forum and admitted that “we don't know if
culling badgers makes things better.. it could
makethingsalot worse”. Badger Groupsaround
the country are organising protests against the
killings. Contact The National Federation of
Badger Groups Tel: 01989 567995
www.greengate.org.uk/badger/ggbadger.htm

* Vegetarians are exposing themselves to
health risks by shunning red meat, according to
Professor Robert Pickard director of the Brit-
ish Nutrition Foundation. Or at least that’swhat
he told people attending a seminar organised
by the ....Meat and Livestock Commission.

* A cinemaadvert advocating vegetarianism
has been banned by an advertising watchdog.
The advert made by Vivawas due to be shown
before’ Chicken Run’ , but was banned because
it was deemed to be too frightening for chil-
dren.

* A Parisian chef served up a complaining
customer a beer mat marinated in wine and
coated in batter, saying it was veal. Appar-
ently the customer did complain - but about
the vegetables and not the marinated mat!

Inside SChNEWS

On Tuesday the Cambridge 2 (see SchNews
242) werefinally released after serving nearly 7
months of their 4 and 5 year sentences. John
Brock and Ruth Wyner were jailed after police
discovered that heroin was being peddled at the
homeless shelter, the Wintercomfort centre, they
managed. Ruth and John, itisacknowleged , were
never connected to any drug selling or misuse.

After thepoliceraid at the centrein May 98,
8 people were prosecuted for selling heroin.
Soon after John and Ruth were arrested for fail-
ing to tell the police the names of drug users
and for “allowing their premisesto be used for
drug dealing.” Firstly how can somebody who
workswith drug addictsremain credibleif they
are going to grass up peoplewho cometo them
for help, and secondly anybody found out by
staff to be selling drugs on the premises were
immediately banned for life.

This case might have more to do with the
fact that Ruth had been planning to open up a
new project for the homeless, which unlike
Wintercomfort, would not just be aday centre,
but a hostel where each client would havetheir
own room and be able to use the education fa-
cilitiesand so gain some self respect. Thisnew
project, in ElizabethWay, Cambridgewherereal
estate is worth a fortune, was given planning
permission by the council in March 98 but the
police objected. Two months later John and
Ruth were taken out of the equation. SchNews
wondersif thissitewill now be used for luxury
flats leaving the homelessin Cambridge out in
the cold. www.cambridge2-justice.org

GOTCHA

Genetic Engineering Network (GEN) learnt
this week that anti-GM activists have been up
totheir usual tricks, destroying 90% of aFarm
Scale Trial of oilseed Rape in Hemel Hemp-
stead. This last action, combined with others
in recent weeks, is a further setback for the
GM industry who may now have insufficent
data to make results of trials scientifically vi-
able. Two rallies against GM crops are due to
take place this Sunday (16"). They will be at
Nether Compton in Dorset — 01749 860689,
and Gadebridge Park in Hemel Hempstead
01442 248657. See Party and Protest on the
SchNEW S website for moreinfo.

..and finally...

Where would like to go for your holidays?
David Trimble, Northern Irelands First Minis-
ter, reckonsyou should hang out with that lovely
bunch of bigoted xenophobesthe Orange Order
as they march through nationalist areas over
the summer months. Trimble has hailed the
marches as “the largest folk festivals in west-
ern Europe”. Two different sets of tourists, af-
ter visiting the province last week, have experi-
enced Orange “hospitality” first hand. Robert
and CarlaSteiner fromthe U.S.A. weredriving
around Belfast when they came across aloyal-
ist roadblock. “We didn’t stop in time and they
started shouting at us’ said Mr Steiner. “One
of them called mea' fenian bastard’. Weare not
even catholic, we are Jewish” .Meanwhile in
Amargh at another roadblock , Lars Holleufer
and Ole Jorgensen were held up and threatened
with violence by “angry men in orange sashes,
waving umbrellasand flags’.

And there was SChNEWS thinking that folk
festivals was when people sat around in fields
playing music, growing beards and being nice
toeachother.  gisclaimer

Thisisyour last damnwarning. Weneedtobeflooded
with cashto stop usgoing under. But government bnribes
will dojust asswell. Honest.
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