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THE G8 - PASTA CARING PUTIN HIS FOOT IN IT

“They are in a position of all ruling elites, who must preside over With the battle of Genoa raging outside and the G8 looking less
the flow of wealth from poor to rich, without appearing to do so@nd less democratic as time went on the powers that be started the

- Jeremy Seabrook, Author P.R. war. “Saint Bob”, otherwise known as has-been pop star gob

The G7, which has been meeting since 1975, is made up of ﬂh@e and. ,busi_nessman millionaire Bob Geldof, was flown in on
leaders of the world's seven richest countries (USA, Japan, GEPNY Blair's private jet to tell people that the G8 welly a force
many, France, Britain, Italy, and Canada). In 1994 Russia was -900d and not the un-elected power crazy cabal that everybody
mitted, turning the G7 intd the G8. The G8 have annual summ#ows they are. Interviewed on T.V. this celebrity made out that
where they decide what sort of world you and your children wifin€ third of debt had been cancelled. The actual figure is 1%. The
and privatising public services, they also plan directives to tRdlion has been cancelled. Like me owing you 99p instead of £1.
International Monetary Fund and World Bank for their structural Geldof gave a bearhug to Viadimir Putin, the Russian President,
adjustment programmes. otherwise known as the Butcher of Chechnya. Since the war started

The current G8 are probably some of the dodgiest capitalist cR8ain in 1999 nothing short of genocide has taken place. In the first
nies around. Here are some of their credentials: Bush illegally sei¥éqf between 1994 and 1996, when Putin was Boris Yeltsin's number
the US Presidency by getting his brother to stop thousandst@g, up to 100,000 were killed by Russian artillery but the war
black people in Florida from voting in the presidential election.continuing at the momentis even more sinister. Concentration camps
Putin is pursuing a genocidal war in Chechnya... Chirac is facih&ve been set up all around Russian controlled Chechnya with
allegations of corruption... Berlusconi, the summit's host, hast@ns of thousands of civilians being tortured and killed.
such a massive personal fortune that he could pay off the debt df0Zita, & grandmother, was detained in January of this year and
several African countries with his spare change; he owns mosttd in a death camp outside the village of Khottuni. On arrival she
ltaly’s media, and has been convicted of illegal party financing{as thrown into a 4-ft deep pit with heavy logs as a roof so she
bribery and false accounting. Meanwhile his right hand man is ﬁ.“',dn t stand up and made to stay there for 12 days, pissing and
trial for consorting with the Mafia. No wonder the African MonitoShitting where she sat. After this she was taken out to be interro-
described them as “opulent idlers hiding inside a steel cage”. gated and tortured which ensalled attaching electrodes to her bogly

The reality of the system the G8 head up is truly frightening fnd turning the current on. “Yes | screamed something terrible”,
the majority of the planet. While some people, mainly in a handf§e said. “It hurt a lot when they turned on the current. The FSB
of rich countries, live in relative comfort, the majority of the world’§RuUssian secret police) people said “You aren't dancing well enough.
people face worsening poverty as a direct result of capitalist ci!s add some more voltage.’ And so they did.” Rozita screamed

trol of their economies. The ‘third world debt’is not a debt in anpuder and louder. All this for the charge of “sheltering terrorists”

world under the thumb of international capital. wasn't the militant that they thought she was and so Rozita’s rela-

Between 1980 and 1996 the countries of sub-Saharan Africa p%tYi?S were told they had to pay a ransom to them to secure her
the amount borrowed by their ruling elites twice over, only to J&leéase. This was done with the help of her fellow villagers and she
left owing three times what they owed in 1980. Every day, £2%as letgo. _ ,
million flows from the poorest countries in the world to the banks But its not just grannies that have been held in these death/
of the rich countries. 19,000 children die every day as a result of tREUre camps. In Grozny, the capital, most of the visible popula-
debt. tion is female, all with tales of mass round-ups of men between the
The problem isn't what the G8 decides — it's the fact that a ti@@es of 16 and 50. Isa was one of these men. He was also taken t
group of politicians are taking life and death decisions affectidde Khottuni camp and was kept in a pit measuring 3m by 3m half

the whole of the world on behalf of a few hundred corporatioriged with water with five other men. While being ‘interrogated’ he
and banks. had cigarettes stubbed out on his body, his fingernails pulled out,

his feet beaten with clubs and then gang raped. Like Rozita, Isa
FORTRESS ROCHER was also released after a ransom was paid, but the five others,

While the carabinieri were busy arresting and assaulting peoSf ng with thousands of others, were tortured and then killed.

: : ; ; . Anna Politkovskaya, a respected Moscow journalist, also fell
in the Indymedia centre it was a very different story across tow ! ' ’
the official press centre inside the red zone. The divide betwnf L of the FSB when she went to Chechnya to find out about the

life inside the red zone fortress, with its well-defended borde an rights abuses going on there. After she had seen the ‘pits’

. ; herself she was arrested and tortured, all the while her captors
and life outside, was a pretty neat metaphor for the world the P ; e i e
were in Genoa to sustain. Inside, the Ferrero Rocher was pile inding her that the FSB take their orders direct from Putin him

on the tables (just like the crap adverts) getting guzzled by cor . Which kind of puts the G8 statement that he signed condemn-

rate journos, delegates and other hangers-on whose every egéhe street violence in Genoa in perspective.
was catered for by an army of local servants (no doubt chuckgs
out of the zone at the end of their shift). Hundreds of metres

computers laid on for the world's press along with books, C A F[ESTA FOR LIFE

DVDs and everything else you'd need to explain how sane, I

tional and useful the G8 are. There were luxury boats, cheese gnd AGAINST DEATH

wine receptions, free rides on Genoa'’s tourist attractions, not of

to the riff-raff outside. There was even an official joke book. " Disarm the arms trade

The port area was eerily silent - in the middle, like in some s¢H ,
ence fiction film, there was a big glass dome with three trees ifft _ What gre y?utﬂmggsgn g1ef‘15epgen:ber? Hgvlvzzabo )
(“look, son, these used to be everywhere!”). Sure, there seemef] ;GomMing down to the DSEi (Defence Systems and Equipren
nternational) arms fair. This is your chance to tell all thgH

be police checks every few yards, but as long as you had ygll g . .
pappers you could soonymoveyalong “and, as gressyreceptior%ltnl apitalist death traders selling arms to dodgy regimes gich

-
(¢

Us, “You will be safer inside here on Friday”. s Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Indonesia and Italy what you think
And if you think the journos were having it good seven of th tht.hﬁm' LSSt yedar tgey_g;)t aV\{ay V‘I"Ith Se"r']n% Ie_1|r|1?hm| S
leaders (all except Bush}$ slept on the spanking new cruise lingt” é%t g\r/sayavr\}{;ﬁ thuig ytzgpoerna lonallaw, what will they fty
European Vision (sic), a $250 million floating holiday resort th PR ! . , i
offers almost every fuxury imagination can devise. With a gol Ittstbelr;g held.t?]t the EXC?I Cefntre, in L()]c?d%ns Docklarjgs.
range, a gym, Turkish baths, a Givenchy shop, an English pub et together wi d you(rjma es, ﬁm:j anka |n|Ay gLOUfFI” mexe

a cigar and brandy room. There’s also a basketball court, mini g 1,,,§me props, and get down to the docks... As the flyer gays
omething beautiful is going to happen on the operifig

climbing wall and Internet café. And if the leaders drop their cu
rency at the roulette wheel, there’s always the ATM machine. Gy
we really feel sorry for old Tory Blair who said, “We are here t
work. | suppose most of us would have preferred to have spe
weekend with our families rather than in meetings from morning
night.”- yeah, right...

day.”
Get more info from Disarm DSEi, PO Box 9556, London, [§l
JY. Or telephone 020 7281 0297. www.disarm-trade.org
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BLACK PROPAGANDA FLUFFY TERRORISTS

The black bloc is a tactic used by people who believe that phy; iOn arrival six British activists were deported from Genoa before
cal confrontation is an important way of showing that peacefll€ protests even began. They all had one thing in common, they
opposition to the state and capital is not enough. In Seattle, Y@'e all arrested (but not charged and convicted - whatever hap-
black bloc physically attacked banks and multinationals guilty §€n€d to innocent ill proven guilty) at the peaceful Trident Plough-
human rights abuse such as McDonalds and Nike. In Prague tga?res blockades at Britain's Faslane nuclear submarine base.
worked with other groups in physically confronting the police’ rdly riot tourists part of an anarchist travelling circus intent on
defence of the summit. In Genoa, however, some people dressdd@yhem and destruction. ,
black went on a spree of destruction in working class areas, smast1€ following morning, three of the deportees went to London’s
ing phone boxes, emptying recycling bins, burning cars and |01t1a ian consulate and constructed a shrine to Carlo Giuliani. They
ing corner shops. Although the police were nearby, they did n§gre watched by two armed police and around 30 riot cops in
intervene. There is no doubt that plain clothes police were pfiiendance. Later that evening, one person was dropped at a trair
tending to be protesters in Genoa — a familiar tactic of the Itali?ﬂuﬁt'on.by his son, who was then surrounded by 30 palice officers,
state — an hour before the IMC center was raided la7 an Italian Tyr pointing automatic weapons at him, they ordered him from his
company showed ‘black bloc’ climbing in and out of police vans ifan, Which was then thoroughly searched. The police claim they
the red zone. were acting under the Terrorism ;Act,_ and kindly left him a note

Many Black Bloc were refusing to have anything to do with théhanking him for his co-operation”. Nice to know they care.
people wrecking neighbourhoods far from the red zone. As a state- 1 N€re’'s a public meeting next Tuesday (31) organised by the
ment from some Black Bloc involved in Genoa read, “Day by dayzampaign Against Criminalising Communities (part of a coalition
the capitalist world order produces a diversity of violence. Po@l 9roups against Terrorism Act 2000) at Camden Town Hall, Judd
erty, hunger, expulsion, exclusion, the death of millions of peopi: London NW1 7pm. The meeting will bring together representa-
and the destruction of living spaces is part for their policy. This &es of some of the groups banned under the new Terrorism Act
exactly what we reject. Smashed windows of banks and multirtlch as the Kurds, Tamils, Sikhs, Kashmiris, and Algerians as well
tional companies are symbolic actions. Nevertheless, we do ggjournalists, trade unionists lawyers and campaigners Tel 020
agree with the destruction and looting of small shops and cafs; 01315 | . . . .

This is not our policy. However, we also do not let us be divided.” Protesting against the Terrorism Act this weekend is Ralph

To divide resistance is a usual way to weaken resistance. We glyth cycling 170 miles from Lindholme Detention Centre,

preciate and count on solidarity criticism.” ncaster, to Oakington Detention Centre, Cambridge. He'll be
wearing an illegal T-shirt and riding a ‘terrorist’ bike (i.e. showing

GENOA SOLIDARITY support for organisations which are banned under the Act.). Spon-
* There have been solidarity demonstrations against the Killi rsg;eemo?rﬁgt%g %?}8rﬂtﬁggysagﬁstgreh'\fn?dgﬁ' g;jougnczjggg%or

of Carlo across the world. In Manchester activists got into t blagged.freeserve.co uk/ridg4ref htm '
Italian consulate on Monday, graffitied walls and set-off fire alar -blagged. o :
and extinguishers in solidarity with those who suffered at the hal
of police in Genoa. The Italian consulate in Edinburgh had ‘m
der’ written across it. In London a mobile demo started at the It
ian embassy then went to the Italian Tourist Board and lItali
Chamber of Commerce.

NOISE DEMO

*This Saturday (28 July) there will be a National NOisrﬂa
Demonstration at the Italian embassy, bring lots of bannrs,
. M| drums, whistles, pots & pans, and anything else that{fgan
* The Indymedia Centre UK has set up a legal fund to help wifl make a lot of noiser!) Meet 2ppm, Italian ErT)(bass%/, Three Kifljy's

the legal work for the Genoa
prisoners. Cheques or Postal Order can be sent to: The Indep d\_(ard, W1 London (nearest tube Bond St)

ent Media Centre (IMC) UK, P.O. Box 587, London, SW2 4HA, UKt : - = —
Please write LEGAL FUND to distinguish between donations to S0P Press:Paul Robinson has been given a year for ‘violent

IMC UK and to the legal fund. rioting’ at the Gothenburg EU demo in Sweden in June. Please
* To keep up to date with the Genoa Protests visp/ite to him at: Goteburg Remand Centre (Haktet), Goteburg Polis

www.indymedia.org Headquarters (Polis Huset), Box 429, 40129 Goteburg, Sweden.

...And ¢o the motion, a¢ amended by Ac long ac thie doe¢ not involve -
the G¥, now reads: “Thig acgembly A: Actually changing anything or
fully and totally commite iteelf to the B: Proventing the rich dominat-
complete eradication of world poverty” ing the global economy” All
thoce in favour....?




BONN VOYAGE!
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