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BREAK THE ICE

THE BATTLE TO FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE GETS IN TENTS

London Rising Tide writes...

Melting icecaps, flooded communities,
heat-waves, hurricanes and general
freak weather: yes, climate change is here,
and it’s only going to get worse. We are
currently on course for a 3C degree rise in
temperature, which could mean the deaths
of 400 million of the world’s poorest peo-
ple, and the extinction of 50 million species
with which we share the planet. At the mo-
ment the richer western countries can use
their wealth to compensate for the effects of
climate change, by storing food or building
sea and flood defences. But our whole civi-
lisation rests on a increasingly fragile web
of ecosystems and climate change threatens
this life-support system in ways that we as
yet cannot understand let alone foresee. Eu-
ropean crop failures, the disappearance of
the Gulf Stream which warms Western Eu-
rope - either of these would have massive
consequences for us in the UK alone.

After years of corporate-sponsored
scientists creating the illusion that climate
change was merely a theory, it is now a
fact acknowledged across the board. Gov-
ernment public information is now putting
across messages that would have been con-
sidered fringe scaremongering a decade
ago. Despite this, the government is prom-
ising that they do have the solutions: “Ac-
tion now can help avert the worst effects
of climate change - with foresight such
action can be taken without disturbing our
way of life,” claims Tony Bliar - i.e. keep
driving, flying and working for yer pension
because we can have ‘sustainable’ eco-
nomic growth. A capitalism without limits
on a planet with finite resources. Solutions
proposed such as nuclear power, a farcical
European carbon-trading scheme or a piti-
ful tax on the heavy polluters will in reality
do little to offset the impending disaster.

These market-driven techno-fixes ped-
dled by the corporations and the govern-
ments they sponsor are all designed to keep
the economy growing, growing, growing.
This is to avoid the one thing they can’t
face, the one thing that can actually start
to deal with climate change - a massive re-
duction in energy consumption. Ironically
the certainty of climate change comes at
the same time as the concept of ‘Peak Oil’
becomes mainstream (see SChNEWS 499).
The current system simply has no answers.
Regardless of whether we put things off for
a few years by using nuclear power (see
SchNEWS 522), cuts are going to have to
come across the board - and that will require

a massive restructuring of the way we live
our lives and how we organise our society.
Our economic systems will have to be trans-
formed beyond recognition. The question is
in whose interests will they be remade?

That’s why this desperately needed en-
ergy ‘descent’ is going to need a hell of a lot
of energy “dissent’. It’s time for us to open
our eyes to our collective denial, pull our
heads out of the sand, stick out our necks,
get over our divisions and start working to-
gether to build grassroots solutions to cli-
mate change. We all bear responsibility for
climate change and need to make changes
in our own lives. But we also need to act
collectively. To undertake the urgent work
of energy descent/dissent, we need to work
out what needs to be done, what others are
already doing, what we should be stopping
— and what we should be starting. Reading
about how bad things could be is obviously
not motivating many of us to change, we
need to get together and do it!

MELTING MOMENTS

The Camp for Climate Action will bring
thousands of people together for 10 days of
action, education, and living the alternative
world we hope to build. It will be a hub for
everything from solar energy workshops
and campaign updates to direct action
against some of the worst offenders of the
fossil fuel economy. It will be a climate-
friendly gathering, powered by alternative
energy, and will demonstrate practical solu-
tions in action. It will be a chance for the di-
verse people and projects working on all as-
pects of climate change to get together and
make change happen. Although it’s crucial
that existing campaigners and activists take
part, we want the camp to be an event that
reaches out to the huge web of people who
are deeply concerned but have no idea how
or where to begin making changes.

CAMP FOR CLIMATE ACTION

August 26 - September 4: A mix of work-
shops, meetings, socialising, information
sharing and action. It will be held in a loca-
tion in the north of England at a site to be
announced nearer the time.

If you can help publicise the camp, distrib-
ute flyers and posters or host a talk or meet-
ing, please email networking@climatecamp.
org.uk . If you can give a workshop, contact
workshops@climatecamp.org.uk. To offer
financial or physical resources, find out how
you can get involved at www.climatecamp.
org.uk. Mailing address: Box 10, c/o Ox-
ford Action Resource Centre, E.O.C.C., 44b
Princes Street, Oxford OX4 1HU
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CRAP NON-ARREST OF THE WEEK
For not knowing the law

Some squatters in Barnes, South West
London, were just settling in to their new
abode and making it cosy last week when
they were paid their first house visit — by
the owner and two henchmen, one carrying
a large sledgehammer.

After a bit of threatening small talk on the
front doorstep, they ran round the back of
the house and proceeded to bash down the
door, only stopping when the residents told
them they were calling the police - well it’s
not nice to have your door illegally smashed
in, accompanied with violent threats.

The Old Bill duly turned up, had a chat
with the owner and warned the residents
he’d be soon be taking them to court. But
when asked why the police weren’t arrest-
ing the owner for threatening behaviour
with a hammer, the squatters were told the
plod were taking no action ‘because he
didn’t know the law’! Funny how that ex-
cuse never seems to wash when we try it...

There will be debates and info on various
parts of the science and politics of climate
— we recognise that we are entering new ter-
ritory and no-one has all the answers. What
level of carbon emissions is too high, what
future for the hydrogen economy, how are
we going to deal with peak oil? There’ll be
practical skills to learn and ideas and prac-
tice for campaigning — from setting up an
allotment to setting up tripods, from how to
deal with the press to how to mount a le-
gal challenge against your favourite climate
criminal. And we want to do more than dis-
aster-mongering; we’ll have plenty of enter-
tainment and lots of activities for younger
people — with an energy-use focus.

The camp will also be a base for di-
rect action against the fossil fuel economy.
Dealing with climate change is about more
than personal action. Changing light bulbs
and stopping flying to Spain for the week-
end is one small part of the solution, but so
is getting in the way of the juggernaut with
our bodies, our minds and our hearts. Some
might call this idealism or madness. We
say madness lies in the passive grey expan-
sion of the suburbs, the packed motorways
rumbling towards oil depletion, the cli-
mate horror headlines next to an offer for
Christmas-shopping flights to New York.
Madness is factories that produce rubbish
that people have to be brainwashed into
buying — sanity is pulling them down. In
these times taking direct action against the
climate criminals is as real, as reasonable,
as necessary as it gets. Direct action, of all
the forms of action to take, gets closest to
the heart of the problem as well as closest
to the beating heart of a truly sustainable,
socially just, fossil fuel-free future.

continued back page....
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It’'s Yer SChNEWS Summer Party and Protest Guide

JUNE

3 Strawberry Fair - SChNEWS’ favourite one
day free festival in Cambridge a great place to
visit for kids with its free rides, a great place to
appreciate music in its many forms and to learn
more about ecology. www.strawberry-fair.org.uk
** 4 Camden Green Fair, Regent’s Park.
12noon-7pm. Free ** 5 Camp Bling, Southend,
Essex, are marking World Environment Day
with a series of talks about green issues from
7.30pm-9pm, including an introduction to envi-
ronmental philosophy by Camp Bling resident
Adrian Harris, plus a talk from Trident Plough-
shares activist Irene Willis. For more contact call
07974 427419 or visit www.thegreenfuse.org For
more about Camp Bling see also www.dragonnet-
work.org/campaigns/bling ** 6 Benefit for
Friend Farmed Animal Rescue, 7pm, Pogo
Cafe, 76 Clarence Road, London. £15 - with ve-
gan buffet meal, live acoustic music, free raffle.
www.friendsanimalrescue.org.uk ** 8 World
Ocean Day Every breath you take, an area the
size of 10 football pitches is destroyed by huge
bottom trawl nets. The destruction is taking place
away from stadiums and news broadcasts - on the
high seas. Check out website on things you can
do:  http://oceans.greenpeace.org/en/ocean-de-
fenders/iwo ** 8 Liverpool Defy ID Meeting,
News From Nowhere Bookshop, 96 Bold St
www.liverpool-defy-id.org.uk for more. ** 9-11
Lllama Festival. Not a Lllama in sight at the
Lynton & Lynmouth arts and music association
festival, instead bands from Devon and beyond.
www.llama.org.uk ** 10 Norwich Anarchist
Bookfair - Stalls, meetings, food, bar & music.
Blackfriar’s Hall, Norwich, 10am-6pm. Free en-
try. Beards optional. www.norwichanarchists.org
** 10 World Naked Bike Ride. Strip off as much
or as little as you like and ride your bike at one of
over 60 worldwide locations. www.worldnaked-
bikeride.org ** 10 Big Sexy Festy Party. 12pm-
10pm in Finsbury Park, London. Free festival
celebrating 10 years of Crisis the homeless peo-
ples’ charity; and all donations collected will go
straight to Crisis www.crisis.org.uk. 07903
968975 ** 14 “1839: Chartism in London and
the Struggle for the right to Vote - Dave Black”
In 1839, out of a population of twenty five mil-
lion, only seven hundred thousand were entitled
to vote. This sparked the Chartist Movement.
8pm, Wood Green Labour Club, Stuart Crescent,
London N22. ** 15-16 Emcee Lynx in Wales:
Anarchist Hip Hop from California with local
hip-hoppers Japonica. On 15th, 8pm, at Le Pub,
Caxton Place, Newport, and on 16th at The Old
Howardian Club, Clifton Street, Cardiff. www.
circlealpha.com ** 15 Picket At Court - Four
Palestine Solidarity Campaign supporters are in
court, charged under the Serious Organised Crime
and Police Act 2005 for protesting at Downing
Street. Picket of Horseferry Magistrates Court,
Horseferry Road, London SW1 at 9.30am. www.
palestinecampaign.org ** 16 SHAC Meet the
Murderers Following on from the march against
the murderers at the end of April. Be at the gates
of GSK at 11am (or join us to help from 8am), and
at 11.45am we will be spiltting into teams and go-
ing to customers of HLS in the surrounding coun-
ties. All demos will end 6pm-6.30pm and lift will
be then offered back to the GSK site, also to Ste-
venage train station. Further lifts will go to central
london. www.shac.net ** 16-18 Projectile: A
festival of anarchist film and culture. At the Star
& Shadow Cinema, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1
2BB. £25 waged/ £5 unwaged / free for asylum
seekers. Accommodation - contact in advance.
Email info@projectile.org.uk Web: www.projec-
tile.org.uk ** 16-21 Sunrise Summer Solstice
Celebration A Summer Solstice celebration of-

fering a new concept in UK festival design. 13
Avreas, 6 Stages 5000 tickets. The next generation
of global family gathering - contemporary per-
forming arts, permaculture, healing and visionary
culture. Fully ecologically-empowered. Site-wide
organic policy. South Somerset, £50 E/B, £60
normal ticket, £15 Parking Charge, 01458 831358,
info@sunrisecelebration.com www.sunrisecele-
bration.com ** 17 No Incapacity Benefit Cuts!
March and rally for a decent disability welfare
system in Sheffield. Assemble Devonshire Green
12:00pm - with music, speakers, and info. By
Sheffield Welfare Action Network (SWAN) www.
swansheffield.org.uk ** 17 Protest to defend
refugees against Neo-Labour’s vicious and racist
immigration laws at 12pm, Market Street, Man-
chester city centre, by the North West Asylum
Seekers Defence Group. email — fightback
05@yahoo.com ** 17 EAPeace Conference -
East Anglia Peace Network are having their 3rd
conferenceon the theme of “Honing our Cam-
paigning Skills”at Friends” Meeting House, Up-
per Goat Lane, Norwich, 09:30am-4.30pm. www.
eapeace.org.uk ** 17 Peace News 70th Birthday
Event. Special all-day event to celebrate the inde-
pendent peace and antiwar monthly. 11am - 5pm
(workshops, discussions, NVDA training games
and morel); 7pm-midnight (bands, film showings
and DJ’s). Food and drink! Donation. At The
Square Occupied Social Centre, 21 Russell
Square, Central London. (tube Russell Square)
For more info see www.peacenews.info ** 17-18
Leamington Peace Festival. Two day free festie
featuring: Rory McLeod, Boka Halat, Pressgang,
Three Daft Monkeys, Perfect and Baraka. www.
peacefestival.org.uk ** 17-25 Golowan Festival
The Cornish Feast of John blends Celtic traditions
of Penglaz and the Serpent Dance with a ten day
programme of diverse festivities, entertainment
and music. www.golowan.com ** 19-23 Voice of
Iraq Music Week organized by the Department
of Music in SOAS, RASIT Culture for Pace Inter-
national Program, and is supervised by the re-
nowned Iragi musician Mr. Ahmed Mukhtar Con-
tact Nora Mehdi 020 8668 4025 info@rasit.org
** 19-25 National Refugee Week - for events
see www.refugeeweek.org.uk ** 20 Hastings
‘NO2ID - ID cards do not stop terrorism meet-
ing’. Speaker: “David from Brighton” (NO2ID
Campaign) and open discussion. Organized by
Hastings Against War 7.30pm Friends Meeting
House South Terrace Road. ** 21 Summer Sol-
stice Celebration Stonehenge 2006. Access to
the stones will begin at 10pm on Tues, 20th June,
with the solstice sunrise occurring at 5am on the
21st. Buses will run all night from Salisbury, and
vegie food will be on sale. Bring blankets and
acoustic music. To find out what else you’re al-
lowed to do see www.english-heritage.org.uk/
summersolstice or call 0870 333 1186. ** 21
Also at Stonehenge: Celtic Heritage Trust.
Peaceful protest against road under Stonehenge -
at the stones. For information see www.celticher-
itagetrust.org.uk ** 21 Totnes Midsomer Festi-
val. Bands, dance, health & healing, kids area - all
in the street and down by the river and it’s free!
12pm onwards, Totnes Town, Devon. web: www.
totnesmidsomerfestival.co.uk ** 23 Traditional
celebration at Midsummer Tree, Broadwater,
Worthing, with local historian Chris Hare. Gather
at Cricketers pub, Broadwater, from 9pm. Fancy
dress encouraged - anything from skeletons to pa-
gan Green Men. ** 23-26 Global Animal Rights
Gathering organised by Shac (www.shac.net).
For information contact info@ar2006.info or see
www.ar2006.info ** 25 Hackney Refugee and
Migrant Support Group film double bill during
Refugee Week at the Rio Cinema, 107 Kingsland
High Street, Dalston, London, E8. Featuring ‘In
This World’ at 1.45pm about two Afghan refugees
journey through Iran to Sangatte and London.

Plus Gypo - at 3.30pm, exploring issues facing
Roma refugees in Kent (winner Br. Independent
Film Award for production, 2005, Award winner,
San Francisco Firmaline Festival) £7.50/£5.50
concessions. ** 28 A Night of Conscience -
Flight Lieutenant Malcolm Kendall-Smith was
given an 8 month sentence for refusing to serve in
Irag and made to pay £20,000 costs. To help him
there’s a celeb packed benefit gig with Tony Benn,
Mark Thomas, film director Ken Loach, Walter
Wolfgang, chair of CND Kate Hudson, and more.
7.30pm St. James Church, 197 Piccadilly, Lon-
don, W1J 9LL. £15 for tickets and details see
www.stopwar.org.uk ** 29 Worthing Alliance -
get together of rabble-rousers in Worthing. Up-
stairs at The Rest, Bath Place, Worthing. 8pm.
www.eco-action.org/porkbolter ** 30 - 2nd July
Workhouse Festival - A 3 day music and fun
filled festival with environmental undertones. So-
lar powered venues, six stages, healing area, green
crafts, kids area, workshops and dance tent. With
Zion Train, Freestylers DJs, Horace X, 3 Daft
Monkeys, Croshi, Shooglenifty, Swervy World
and Hattie Hatstar. 6pm Friday to 6pm Sunday.
Llanfyllin, Powys. £30 adult weekend, £10 conc.
07890 458561 www.workhousefestival.co.uk

JULY

1 East Anglia Social Forum in Norwich.
9:30am-5pm For location see www.easf.org.
uk ** 4 Independence from America Party
outside US space communication base Feltwell
(near USAF Lakenheath), 6pm. Peacemakers’
Ball, cabaret and fireworks c/o the Pentagon at
10pm (directions: turn left off 1065 onto B1112,
past Lakenheath village and the back of base,
then look for domes). Contact Mell on 01986
892723. www.lakenheathaction.org ** 7-8
Romsey Beggars Fair. A day of Music, Dance
and Street Entertainment. They’d never be al-
lowed to get away with this in Brighton. www.
beggarsfair.com ** 7-9 Clogfest “A celebration
of the glorious tradition of English step-dance.”
Skipton, Yorkshire. www.clogfest.org ** 8
Challenging the corporate water takeover. A
panel debate about the global water crisis and
the impact of privatisation. Keynote speakers;
Bianca Jagger, Oscar Olivera (from Bolivia)
and WDM’s director Benedict Southworth.
2pm - 5.30pm, Friends Meeting House, Euston
Road, London, Free entry, Phone 020 7737 6215
register@wdm.org.uk www.wdm.org.uk/wrr **
8-9 Cornbury Festival Pretentiously billed
as: “One-of-a-kind: an eclectic and eccentric
musical carnival - a dynamic summer festi-
val disguised as a country fayre - a lovingly
crafted, top notch, very English open air party,
tailor-made for the whole family.” £70 www.
cornburyfestival.com ** 14-16 Hazards 2006
- gathering for trade union safety reps and ac-
tivists discussing safety in the workplace. Or-
ganised by National Hazards Campaign and
Greater Manchester Hazards Centre, at Univer-
sity Of Manchester. For details call 0161 636
7558 hazconf@gmhazards.co.uk www.gmhaz-
ards.org.uk ** 14-16 Glade. Electronic Dance
Music Festival. 9 Arenas, 3 Days open air di-
verse bonkersness. And no corporate sponsor-
ship, to be held in Central England, 90 minutes
from London. www.gladefestival.com ** 15-16
Rhythms of the World Free festival of world
music, Hitchin. 160 performances with over 700
performers on 10 stages. www.rotw.org.uk **
15-29 Earth Activist Training. A permaculture
design course and more for activists: Learn the
skills to transform a piece of land, a community
and our political and economic systems. Rag-
man’s Lane Farm, Gloucestershire. £100-£500,
eat2006@riseup.net. www.earthactivisttraining.
org ** 17-24 National Cruelty Free Week, Did

A DROP OF TRUTH IN AN OCEAN OF BULLSHIT



15-18 July - G8 Summit 2006, St. Peters-
burg, Russia: The leaders of eight of the
world’s most powerful nations meet up again
to discuss the carve up of global resources
for the rich, while the rest of the world gets
screwed. There’s gonna be protests against
it (as there are every year) if you’re up for a
“holiday” in Russia ** There will be a Global
Day Of Action on the 14th of July in solidar-
ity with those in Russia - look out for details
** |f you can get there, protests will kick off
with an Action Day in St.Petersburg, Russia.
For more see http://g8-2006.plentyfact.net or
(in Russian) http://spb8.net/ru

you know that products like lipsticks, sham-
poos, and window cleaners are still tested on
animals? Most people have no idea that items
they buy could have been dripped into the eyes
of a restrained rabbit, or forced down the throat
of a terrified beagle. This is BUAV’s 4th an-
nual National Cruelty Free Week. www.buav.
org/campaigns/ba/2006-02.html ** 21 Inter-
national Protest Camp in Iceland. A series of
gigantic dams is already under construction at
Karahnjukar in the eastern highlands of Iceland,
designated solely to generate energy for one
massive ALCOA aluminium smelter to be built
by war-profiteers Bechtel. The habitat of many
rare and endangered plants and animals could
be submerged, lost, destroyed. www.savingice-
land.org ** 22-23 Ashton Court Festival Two
day festival in Bristol, £9 per day. www.ashton-
courtfestival.com ** 22-23 Truck Festival No
corporate shite sponsorship, into its ninth year
and it keeps growing, SChNEWS will be there
with our marquee. Abingdon, Oxfordshire.
Tickets sold out. www.truckfestival.org ** 26-
30 DIY Anarchist Convention - Against The
State: an activist and anarchist convention in
Freiburg, Germany. Squatters, artists, cooks and
truckers welcome! With workshops about di-
rect action, diy culture, first aid, with bands and
more. Plus a big Reclaim The Streets party on
Sat 29th July. Contact d.i.y.against@gmx.de **
29 July - 12th August - Trident Ploughshares
- International Disarmament Camp, Coul-
port, Scotland. 15 days of direct disarmament
actions at Faslane and Coulport naval bases.
At the Peaton Glen Wood campsite, half a mile
from the Coulport base, by the shores of Loch
Long. www.tridentploughshares.org/article983

AUGUST

2-6 The Big Green Gathering “The Big Green
Gathering is for people who care about health,
the environment, sustainability, our children’s
future and life in general. It is a celebration
of our natural world and our place within it.”
SchNEWS will be there with a crystal amnesty,
where all disillusioned hippies can return their
crystals back to mother earth. £95 in Somerset.
WwWw.big-green-gathering.com ** 16-20 Earth
First! Summer Gathering in West Wales. For
anyone interested in direct action for people
and planet. This is not a festival but a chance to
meet, discuss and plan. Food provided by Anar-
chist Teapot - 3 vegan meals for £4 a day. £15 to
pay for running costs. There will be talks, stalls,
workshops, kids space, teens space, camping
areas. No dogs. If you would like to help with
the gathering, give workshops, etc contact soon.
The site location will be published on website
one month before. www.earthfirstgathering.org.
uk email efgathering@aktivix.org phone 0845
2235254 ** 19 August - 3 September: 4th Peo-
ples’ Global Action Conference in Europe. The
PGA is atool and a diffuse structure coordinating
groups and people sharing common struggles and
practices, in accordance with various anticapital-
ist and anti-authoritarian principles. At venues
around France see www.nadir.org/nadir/initiativ/
agp/pgaeurope/pgaconference2006/index.html

NO OVER-REACTION?

As talks between the ‘major powers’ con-
tinue, building up to a eventual situation
where Iran is made an offer they can’t refuse
(or else) over their nuclear aspirations, readers
of SChNEWS will not be surprised to hear how
the ‘negotiations’ with Iran and the West’s own
stance in relation to nuclear weapons contains
not only a whiff of the usual hypocrisy, but that
(once again) it’s the UK and US who are actu-
ally breaking international law.

While few tears were shed over Jack ‘Boot’
Straw’s demotion from the foreign office, the
speculation is that half the reason he was sacked
was over the growing rift between himself and
Bliar over Iran. Straw, who had previously com-
mented that an attack against Iran was “incon-
ceivable”, recently modified his stance saying
that it was “inconceivable in relation to the nucle-
ar issue”. But this wasn’t enough. It appears that
Neo Labour, like the Bush Junta, has not taken
the nuclear option “off the table” when it comes
to taking a corporate-backed swipe at Iran.

The Non Proliferation Treaty (see SChANEWS
507) is supposed to give us all a more secure
world in which to live. Signed in 1968, it com-
mits the five declared nuclear states (US, UK,
France, Russia and China) to disarmament and
promotes the transfer of peaceful nuclear tech-
nology to developing countries. The US, with its
10,000 nuclear warheads, together with the UK
(29 million tonnes worth of bang) are both cur-
rently engaged in developing ‘new generation’
nukes. Former Defence Secretary, John Reid,
confirmed UK plc’s commitment to a replace-
ment for Trident, because “as long as a potential
enemy has a nuclear weapon we should retain
one”. A classic approach to making the world
safer by making sure we’ve got the best weap-
ons to win any war! Nice one John, with brains
like that no wonder you’ve been promoted to
run the Home Office! This right, of course, is
not extended to other countries like Iran, which
sits there wondering why the US hasn’t picked a
physical fight with nuclear-armed North Korea.

Over in the US of A, White House Inc. is plan-
ning to upgrade their stockpile by building some
‘low-yield” earth-penetrating ‘bunker buster
bombs’. Whether Donald Rumsfield and friends
are planning to test the new system against the
‘sophisticated cave network” which has hidden
Bin Laden for so long, is anyone’s guess, but
these ‘useable’ bombs have been designed to
soften resistance to the use of nukes in ‘battle
field situations’ i.e. against rows of soldiers, wip-
ing out the need for a costly large scale ground
war, like the one that has the US bogged down
in Irag. The Natural Resources Defence Council
reports that just one usable bunker buster bomb
attack on an underground facility west of Pyon-
yang, North Korea, would result in more than
half a million civilian casualties.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military top brass
have been playing war games with battlefield
nuclear weapons for some time, designing their
new ‘Lance’ nuke just for that purpose. Com-
menting on the negotiations which are under-
way between Europe and Iran, Silvan Shalom,
the Israeli Foreign Minister, said that if the UK,
France and Germany failed to persuade Iran to
ditch its nuclear ambitions, “Israel could not
live with Iran having a nuclear bomb”, leaving
the country in a ‘lose-lose’ situation where if the
US doesn’t attack, Israel will.

With the right people in power following a
US led coup in 1953 (see SChNEWS 519), the
US found itself helping to lay the foundations
for Iran’s nuclear program, equipping the Te-
hran Nuclear Research Centre with a reactor in
1967. Following Iran’s signing of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, plans were drawn
up for the US to help construct more than 20
nuclear power stations across the country. The
deal, negotiated by all-round-good-bloke Henry

For full Party & Protest listings see www.schnews.org.uk/pap - regularly updated

Kissinger, was set to net US companies more
than $6 billion. But since 1979 Iran’s political
system has been dominated by religious fanatics
and relations with the US soured. Over the past
20 years the population has doubled and now
the country’s burning imported fossil fuels like
there’s no tomorrow (a particularly apt expres-
sion!), devastating the environment in the proc-
ess. While the rest of the world adopts nuclear
power to keep our unsustainable consumer cul-
ture ticking over, Iran can go without.

Plotting military control of the world’s dwin-
dling energy supplies takes some serious plan-
ning and without nuclear power stations they’d
be no uranium and without uranium they’d be
no new nuclear bombs. The commitment to re-
place trident can not be realised without a com-
mitment to build new nuclear power stations to
supply the required radioactive materials. Never
mind Irag’s so-called ‘dual use’ facilities, this is
Neo Labour killing two birds with one stone.

ARMS TRADE/ WAR LISTINGS

JUNE: 3-11 Stop the Arms Trade Week An
opportunity for co-ordinated local campaign-
ing. This year’s focus is the Shut DESO cam-
paign which calls for the government’s arms
sales unit to be closed. Campaign Against
Arms Trade 020 7281 0297 www.calltheshots.
org ** 4 ‘On the agenda? Military action
against Iran’. A discussion and debate or-
ganised by Reading Peace Group. 2.30-5pm,
Friends Meeting House, Church Street, Read-
ing. 0118 958 8281 ** 5 Phone Blockade of
EDO MBM. Call bomb component makers
EDO MBM to ask them any questions you
might have on the arms trade - 01273 810500
dial 141 first to withhold your number (or
call from a payphone). www.smashedo.org.
uk ** 7 Reclaim the Bases - Global Call for
Anti-militarist action against war. Anti-mili-
tarist alternative - MOC, coordination of an-
timilitarist groups from Spain, is calling for
protests, nonviolent direct actionsand civil
disobedience at all military bases throughout
the world. More info (in Spanish) www.anti-
militaristas.org/article.php3?id_article=2414
** 7 No Bases for Aggression. Meeting
to organise a march with a giant B2 stealth
bomber to/from the MI6 building on 19 Aug
- the 53rd anniversary of the CIA/MI6 coup
in Iran - to protest against the possible use of
UK-controlled bases in Fairford and Diego
Garica in a US attack on Iran. 7pm, central
London venue tbc. Contact 0845 458 2564
or voices@voicesuk.org ** 10-11 Faslane
Peace Camp Birthday Party. Celebrating
24 years in defiance of the Naval base. Mu-
sic, bands, dj’s, food, bar, poi etc. Some ac-
commodation available, but bring own just in
case. Entry free/donation Call 01436820901
for more info see also www.faslane.co.nr **
10 Fifth annual Stop The War Coalition
Conference, Friends Meeting House, Euston
Road, London WC1 www.stopwar.org.uk. **
19 The Horror of War Demo with creative
ways of showing bomb component manu-
facturers EDO MBM the true horror of war.
4-6pm, Outside EDO, Home Farm Road,
Brighton. www.smashedo.org.uk




BREAK THE ICE continued...

We only have a short time to act and we’re
going to need radical ideas and massive action
if we’re to make something good come out of
this mess. Climate change will not go away, and
we need to understand that the longer we leave
the process of starting our ‘energy descent’, the
more difficult and painful it will be. Ultimately,
our whole “first world” way of life is in ques-
tion here. The way we travel, the way we eat,
the way we farm, the way we work. It all needs
to be re-examined and adjusted (or done away
with) as required. The notion of infinite indus-
trial growth on a finite planet must be discarded
for the greedy fantasy it is and always has been.

Climate change and fossil fuel depletion has
and will create savage conflicts over vital re-
sources. If we don’t act now, the dark history of
the twentieth century will pale by comparison
with the Mad Max horrors of the 21st.

Other relevant events before the camp:

* June 10th - Road Block national conference.
Fighting one of the big causes of climate change
- cars.Workshops and guest speakers, central Bir-
mingham. For details see www.roadblock.org.uk
*June 11 - July 1 - Art Not Oil, London. Exhibi-
tion and campaign of political/ecological art, and
ending oil sponsorship of the arts - a project of
London Rising Tide. For info call 07708 794665
For full list of events see www.artnotoil.org.uk
www.nationalpetroleumgallery.org.uk

SchNEWS In Brief

The Castle Mill boatyard near Oxford (see
SchNEWS 543) was evicted early this Weds
morning when a large number of cops and
bailiffs descended on the site. A crane was used
to put the long boats — people’s homes — back
in the water, which had been hoisted onto land
for hull repairs. People managed get in the way
of the cranes, leading to at least two arrests. For
more see www.portmeadow.org ** Protesters
from DSEI Arms Fair last year (see SChNEWS
511) have been sentenced to ‘Indefinite
ASBO’s’, as well as community service and one
a six-month suspended sentence, on May 24th
at Snaresbrook Crown Court. More info will
be published after the protesters consult their
legal council. ** The Earthship in Stamner
Park, Brighton, is now finished. An Open Day
on Sunday (4th) will see displays of woodwork,
stonemasonary and permaculture. Jim Tindle,
author of a recently published book on the anti-
roads movement of the 90’s - “Nine Miles” -
will be doing a reading.** The Hill Of Tara,
Ireland’s ancient capital and home to ancient
megalithic tombs, is threatened by a four lane
motorway screaming by under plans to ease
urban congestion around Dublin. This area of
serene beauty will be ruined. Proposals to use a
train system have been ignored. The notion that
we could just make less cars hasn’t even been
entertained. See www.tarawatch.org.

GETTING ON THEIR TITS

As the campaign to save Titnore Woods near
Worthing, Sussex reaches it’s endgame, protestors
have seized an area of woodland and built a tree
camp. Landowner Clem Somerset was surprised
and perplexed by the sudden appearance of tree
houses in the woods at 6.30 on Sunday morning.

Since then the camp has grown and attracted a
lot of local support, building on the widespread
campaign to save the woodland from develop-
ment. This is a struggle with wide local support.

Police reaction, after circling in a helicopter
during the afternoon, was to try and evict the
camp on Sunday evening under Section 61 of
our old friend the CJA 1994 (see SChNEWS 1-
187). However faced with a rapid retreat on to
the increasingly sturdy platforms and a lot of lo-
cal media interest they backed down and claimed
that the incident had been merely ‘a health and
safety visit’. Worthing District Commander Ja-
son Taylor said, “As far as the police are con-
cerned we have a situation which is, at the mo-
ment, legitimate. People are protesting lawfully
and are not causing particular problems. They’re
causing problems for the landowner and he can
go to court - but at this stage 1’m not going to
endanger the protesters or people in the area by
enforcing the removal of people.”

The camp is nearly a week old and despite at-
tempts by the landowner Lord Somerset, includ-
ing digging ditches and putting up fences to pre-
vent access onto the disputed land, and sending
his farmhands to spray muck on the fields next to
the camp, the site is getting stronger. Ill-advisedly
Lord Somerset has employed Mark Lynch, tooth-
brush moustache sporting head of Guardian Se-
curity of EDO/MBM fame.(see SCANEWS 508)

One local protestor told SChNEWS “It is
quite clear to most Worthing people that some-
thing had to be done to stop Worthing coun-
cil and the developers getting away with this
horrific 875-home scheme, with its associated
damaging road widening. Having seen all the
campaigners’ efforts ignored by the council and
the government, which refused to hold a public
inquiry, some people got together and decided
it was time to take action. This is our last big
chance to really get across the power and size of
our opposition to the development. Let’s make

Subscribe!

it quite clear to the bullies in the town hall and
the corporate boardrooms that it’s not just a few
dozen protesters they’re up against - it’s thou-
sands of Worthing people determined to play
our part in stopping the Titnore devastation.”

Here’s how you can help
Join the camp! No reservations are necessary.
Just turn up with a sleeping bag and stay as long
as you like! * Practical help - Are you a dab
hand with a hammer or a spade? Want to help
improving, decorating or securing the camp? *
Materials - Stuff like wood, rope of any kind,
nails, food (preferably not meat or dairy), tools
fresh water and so on.* Physical presence - It
is still very possible that an illegal and violent
eviction of the camp may be attempted. Can you
spare a few hours on-site? Even just popping in
to say ‘hello’ is important. * Spread the word
- Tell your friends, family and neighbours. Get
texting or phoning. Write to the papers to say
you support the camp! Call the local radio sta-
tions! * Office space - a dry indoor space in the
area is needed to use as an office - preferably
with a phone line. * Financial help - Many
thanks to those who have made essentials con-
tributions, but there will continuing costs. How
about organising a fundraising event.

Directions

The camp is in woods just north of “Somer-
set Lake”, a fishing lake east of Titnore Lane.
BY TRAIN/ FOOT - Nearest station is Goring
by Sea with direct trains from Brighton, Port-
smouth and London. Walk north from the station
and cross north across the roundabout with the
A259. You are in Titnore Lane, then turn right
after approx ¥ mile onto Titnore Way. Go down
to the roundabout and turn left past the pub. At
the end of the road go down the footpath and left
through a gap in the hedge (with new ditch) Walk
past the big clump of trees and the camp should
be visible. BY ROAD - A23 westwards from
Brighton. Come off at the junction (after Dur-
rington) signposted A280 Littlehampton. Turn
immediately left onto the road marked Goring/
Ferring. This is Titnore Lane. After approx %
mile turn left into Titnore Way and follow direc-
tions above. Camp phone — 07804 245324.
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WELL HUNG

It’s a dirty job , but someones got to do it....at
least that’s what a certain handyman from Suffolk
is probably thinking. David Lucas, who lives in
Eldon Farm just outside the town of Mildenhall,
was recently exposed as a supplier of mobile
lynching machines to Zimbabwae and Libya.
Single gallows poles go for about £12,000 each.
Multi-use hanging machines go for as much as
£100,000. Lucas denies his trade is sick, saying
“some people deserve to be hanged”. The trade
is due to be banned at the end of July. SCANEWS
suggest in the interest of quality control and safe-
ty that Lucas tries one out himself.

* For more see http://brettlock.blogspot.
com/2006/05/david-lucas-is-sick-bastard.html

FEVER PITCH

So the bi-annual orgy of football-related mar-
keting is with us once again. Becks, Lamps,
Rooney et al will all be starring in a feast of slick
new jingoistic advertising and merchandising
(which happily can be completed without regard
to injuries). Taking place at the same time is the
FIFA World Cup, this time to be held at adidas
and Puma HQ — otherwise known as Germany.

A few billion will be glued to their television
sets for a month - including many England fans
in £40 replica kits made by Chinese workers on
40p a day - thrilling at the cheating, overpaid pri-
madonna-wannabe-Maradonas. Their ‘heroics’
will provide the hook for heroic marketing cam-
paigns from sponsors like Coke, Gillette, Mc-
Donald’s and a full rogues gallery of the biggest
corporate baddies. The ball in question will be
made by some exploited child labourer in Paki-
stan more than likely, where 90% of the world’s
balls are made. Brief outrage during France 1998
at media exposure of sweatshop practices in Pa-
kistan led to ‘code of practice’ being adopted by
FIFA and the major sportswear multinationals,
promising no forced labour, equality of opportu-
nity, work hour restrictions, minimum wages and
all the rest. Backed up by independent monitor-
ing of course! Eight years later and... guess what,
little’s changed. Child labour and substandard
working conditions are prevalent as ever, with
subcontractors farming work out to villages
away from the monitoring zones, while some
companies are switching production to China
where they get even less scrutiny.

At the end of the day, an event like the world
cup is a business gravy train for corporate jug-
gernauts - which has got nothing to do with
helping the sport on a grassroots level. Corpo-
rate shareholders and corrupt officials in foot-
ball associations around the world will make
sure that precious little of the bonanza reaches
the bare-foot kids in the majority world, all hud-
dled round one battered portable TV, dreaming
of glory in the ‘beautiful game’.

Nevermind, none of that’s nearly so dramatic
as a penalty shootout....c’mon Eng-er-land!
* Fairtrade footballs, trainers and kit are avail-
able through the Fair Deal Trading Partnership
at www.fairdealtrading.com
* For more see http://nosweat.org.uk/article.
php?sid=1541

B AH'M SICK AZZA PARROT
B g THAT OUR KIT WOZ MADE BY
SOME TEENAGE GIRL PAID
PRACTIC'LY NUFFINK,
BRIAN, BUT AT THE END OF
THE DAY, IT’S A WORLD OF
TWO HALVES...

Disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers... talking hot air about
climate change will not save the planet - but action
now just might. Honest!
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