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POLICE ENTER DEAD
WOMAN'S BOTTOM

“ Thisarea of the East Mendipsisthecentre  Fresh Water Cray fish [no, the fish aren’t
of Somerset's major quarrying industry.  upatree, they’'reinastream clever-clogs).
Virtually one-fifth of the national Butdon't worry, according to the County
requirements are met from Somer set.” Council's Structure Plan this part of the
Somer set County Council Mendips is a Designated Special

Landscape Areal Ironically, while the

As ScChNEWS went to press, agame of cat  Council are arguing that the road needsto
and mouse between protesters, bailiffsand  be built to divert heavy lorries away from
the policeistaking placeat Dead Woman's  fivevillages, 30 % of Halecombe Quarries

Bottom near Nunney, Frome. output is for asphalt for roads and road
The five protest camps are being  maintenance.
illegally evicted by the Under Sheriff of The Mendips have been the scene

Somerset and his merry men who movedin  of the longest running ecological direct
early Tuesday morning. The protestersare  action in the country. The mining causes
trying to stop theproposed Bull'sGreenLink  massive destruction to the environment,
Road being built. Although thereareonly 30 lowering and polluting the water table and
to 40 people on site they are proving producing material for large construction
impossibleto evict effectively. projects. As one activist told ScChNEWS:
The authorities are having real "It is ridiculous that the Mendips are
problemsevicting because someof thecamps ~ supplying stone to the whole country.
areon privateland, andlocal landownerswho ~ Mining should be small-scale and
are opposed to the road are refusing to  supplied on a regional basis'
support the powers that be. One told * Whatley Quarry, owned by Hanson PLC, is
SchNEWS: "There are vans and vans and ~ another site that is destroying the Mendips. Itis
vans of riot copsbut the Section 69 (aformal  currently looking to double in size, creating a
warning fromasenior cop to leavetheland) gaping hole that will be visible from the Moon.

; - : ; In December '95 Earth Fir st! staged amasstres-
that they're handing out is basically a get- pass, with 500 activists trashing the site and

out-of-jail-free card closingthequarry for aweek. A court case of the

_ Despite the fact that there were 3 people charged with criminal damage to the
childrenonsite, noprior warningwasgiven  ralway lineinto Whatley isnow ayear old, with
of theeviction. Onewoman wasdragged off  the prosecution dragging their feet in aclear at-
and her kidswere | eft alone screaming, while  tempt to break the spirit of those involved. A

adoctor was assaulted by bailiffsonhisown ~ Show Tridl isexpected in March. _
This campaign is gonna last for a while, so

land. INVISIBLE PIXIES e ver rssciown therenow

- DEAD WOMAN'SBOTTOM
As fast as the bolts for the perimeter fence 01749 880 144

are set in concrete, they are being
mysteriously ripped out by invisible
pixies..."This protest will last for months.
We are conducting a guerrilla warfare from

the woods’ ¢ MARK THOMAS s

Everybody's favourite environmentdists,

SChNEWS PRESENTS:

Tarmac, are paying for approximately two- i
thirds of the £3.2M road-scheme - therest is * gspg,%?orl, ?ﬂegtr}";‘tBTﬂ\éhﬁgﬁng *
to be met from the tax-payer. If built it will o

give Tarmac easier accessto the Halecombe 10th Feb 98
quarry, as well as enable them to trash . tolaunch our sexy 3rd book -
previously inaccessible areas of the 0 ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁg&gtoz;‘g;‘g&éﬁ%&%
Mendips. The road will cut through Asham pages ov hot contacts, Send Us £6 & e,

Wood, one of the last two ancient

GREEN BELT HOUSING:
TS. <& -B.H !

“Labour’slong termaimis... a strategy to
bring empty propertiesinto life.”

New Life For Britain, Labour Party
Policy Document, October 1996.

With the rump of the £22 BILLION
roads programmekilled off, alot of activists
have been breathing a sigh of relief - for a
while. But just when we thought that our
tree and meadow type-things were safe, a
new threat has emerged: it seems as if the
greasy pams of business have transferred
their money from tarmacto bricksand mortar
(Sch148)

Hang on though, hold your horses. Even if
planning permission is given for many of
these schemes, the bulldozers will not be
moving in‘til after theMillenium, soitisn’t
time to put on your harnesses and head for
the trees just yet. Now is the time for
establishing green belt housing (GBH) asan
issue. Themorethat thethrest of direct action
isput forward, the lesslikely it is that John
Prescott will give the go-ahead for the
developments.
It seems as though this issue might well br
the one which sparks off a return of mass
scaledirect action. Housesbeing created are
not to meet direct social need, of whichthere
is much, but in order to make a fast(ish)
buck. Every year 100,000 of the new
households created cannot afford to obtain
housing at the market rate, and rarely isthere
any provision for socia housing in local
authority structure plans.
HOMES NOT DOMES

Building pricey 1-4 bedroom shoe-boxes
in the South East isn't exactly the way to
solvethehousing crisis. And the plan to tack
80,000 new houses onto the outskirts of
Milton Keynes should be looked upon asa
crimina actinitself.
Building houseson sparsely developed land
leadsto the building of moreroads, increased
car dependency, more shopping centres and
increased infrastructure in times when the
country can barely retain the services it
already has.
Also, If urban housing density is increased
too much in order to save the countryside,
then our citiesmay losetheir remaining vital
green spaces. On SChNEWS's doorstep
(well, 4 miles away) Peacehaven Valley is
under threat. 90% of locals, including the
mayor, support direct action to stop the
GBH. ‘Sopping The Sprawl’ by Friends
of the Earth, £7 (or £4.50 from FoE
groups), Publications Despatch, FoE, 56-
58AImast, Luton, LU12PH.

LIVE THE LIFE U LOVE & LOVE THE LIFE U LIVE!




GLOBAL STREET PARTY!

“Imagine the kick of taking back your street in
the knowledge that all over the world people are
doing the same! A Global Street Party has the
potential to be a defining moment of resistance.”

Since its first appearance in London in
1995, the street party has been erupting across
the world with 1ts collision of love and rage,
carnival and revolution, politics and party. From
Leeds to Sydney, Amsterdam to Edinburgh,
Berlin to Israel, thousands of people have
banished the car, danced defiantly, transformed
private space and created their own
extraordinary local festivals of resistance. Now
a proposal has come from London and Finland
to hold a Global Street P

SAT 16th MAY ‘98

This date coincides with the 1998 G8
meeting in Birmingham, where world leaders
of the 8 largest economies meet to make
decisions about the future of the planet and its
peoges. They will then all fly to Geneva to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of GATT. There
they will sign more agreements which enable
them to wrench ever more power and control
away from local communities and siphon it into
the self-appointed dictatorship that is the World
Trade Organisation. Reclaim The Streets (RTS)
want to know what you think about a Global
Street Party Day? Let them know asap! (by the
5th Feb)

Reclaim The Streets PO Box 9656
London, N4 4JY Tel 0171 281 4621
Email: rts@gn.apc.org.

* “So sorry!”” The police have had to apologise
after their bad behaviour at the Oxford street party
on Nov 1st. The local Green Party ?Ewd to withdraw
their official complaint in return for the police making
a public apology in a local paper. The cops have also
promised to use their video tapes from the day to ID
those officers who’d “forgotten” to put their numbers

on, and talk to those who had a “heavy attitude™

* On Sat 7th Feb, there’s gonna be another RTS
in Amsterdam. More info on (Dutch) 06-
53642572, from the 5th of Feb * On Sat 9th
May it’s gonna be the tum of Welverhampton.
More details to follow. * Help is also needed to
make a street party happen in Hertfordshire
this summer- to draw attention to a destructive
new road scheme. Contact 01923 448131

* This week in Stockholm, Sweden, activists
connected to Action for Social Ecology
temporarily stopped the construction of the
Southern Link road.

SPIDER'S WEB IN T’
KITCHEN, BY ‘ECK

Alan Bowkett, the chief executive of the
parent company of Magnet Kitchens, this
week had a Coronation Street-style posee of
fucked-off sacked workers decamp in his back
garden. Bowkett got a £124,000 salary
increase last year - a silver-plated garlic
crusher more than the £114.000 needed to
meet the 3% pay rise demanded by the 300
who have been on strike for the last 18
months. “If they could do i, why not us? We
decided we’'d become eco-warriors, ' said
one ex-worker. Four unions are backing their
industrial action. A spokesperson for Mr
Bowkett, trying not to sound like Alf Roberts,
saidhe “would see how long they would stay”

* Watch SChNEWS’s pal Mark Thomas,
who invaded the Magnet AGM last week
with the stikers (C4 Weds 11pm)

Subscribe!

SCHNEWS IN BRIEF

Congrats to Denise and GrandPappy,
proud parents of baby Clay, who was con-
ceived down the cakehole tunnel during the
Manchester airport evictions and born on
Christmas Eve. Was this the last eviction of
97P** Bit late but nice one to The Christ-
mas Liberation Front. They removed a
Renault (car) logo which was the crowning
feature of the 45ft Christmas tree in Man-
chester City Centre and replaced it with a
more traditional star *** E-Tea? Check out
the Anarchist Teapots website at
www.hrcwmin.ac.uk/campaigns/EF!/tea-
pot. Don't forget their new address is 142
London Rd, Brighton. It's open 12 noon - 6
pm Sat/Sun, with films and events in the
week eves. On 2nd Feb they will be show-
ing Cheech and Chong ‘up insmoke’ at 7pm
*** There's a picket of Barnado’s on West St,
Brighton this coming Saturday 24th, 12 noon
- 2 pm, in protest at their support of the
Project Work for your dole plus a tenner
scheme. *** Get yourself down to the Win-
dows Art Centre, Lower Borough Walls,
Bath on Saturday Feb 21st for a West Coun-
try Activist’s winter gathering . There will
be speakers from environmental, social jus-
tice and animal rights groups, followed by
vegan lunch, workshops, Accommodation
isavailable - contact 01225466526 in ad vance
In response to the Countryside Alliance’s second
PRO-HUNTING rally (March 1st, Hyde Park),
Movement Against the Monarchy are warning:
Do not underestimate their clout. Opposition to
the first rally in August was virtually non-exist-
ent. So get down to the Public Meeting at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn, Lon-
don on Thursday 19th February @ 7.30pm to
help suss out a strategy *** London Animal
Action, have told us about the following anti-
hunt demos: Sat 31st Jan-Downing Street-12
noon (Westminster Station, turn night); Wed 4th
Feb-Houses of Parliamnent-12 noon; Mon 9th
Feb-Labour HQ, Millbank Tower (meet Pimlico
Station 12 noon). Bring banners! *** Anyone
mterested in going on a direct action tour to
Germany in May should contact LUNE EF on
01524 381844 asap *** For a mind-bending,
brain-washing list of 100’s of web addresses of
information on warfare sites go to: www.tao.ca/
carth/damn *** A not-for-profit video project
is being set up in Bristol. It’s early days but ideas
include community video, eco-documentaries
and maybe even a video magazine. Contact
01941 170945 if you want to know more *** NICE
ONE! UK’s 1st prison bootcamp is to shut down.

NEWBURY ANNIVERSARY

Cops on horseback, some in helicopters as well as
the usual vanloads stood guard, as 100 people held
another re-union rally at Newbury two weeks ago.
Perhaps the cops were a little nervous, feanng a
repetition of last years anniversary, when naughty
activists ‘hi-jacked’ a Friends of the Earth rally,
invaded a site compound and smashed and bumned
every piece of machinery they could get their hands
on, causing at least £200,000 worth of damage. This
time the police had to contend with people with
Christmas decorations, ribbons and thermos flasks.
Later at a candlelit vigil, a man was spotted all
blacked up and laymg on the ground and

eavesdropping on those at the vigil!

TRAINING DAY

Want to do something different for the New Year? Then
why not get involved in SchANEWS. We will be having
another one of our Training Days soon, so give us a
ring if you’re interested. 01273 685913

---aas-----_-

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st

BEER MONSTERS

The land occupation at the threatened Bury
St Edmunds Butts Water Meadow in Suffolk,
has now been going strong for 4 weeks, de-
spite gales, floods and winter weather! The

ampaigners are trying to save the meadows
from being trashedrgy aroad that Greene King
Brewery want built in order to save 10 min-
utes off their delivery journeys. The campai
has widespread support, with local peoﬁg
and businesses supplying most of the essen-
tials, such as food, water, equipment, uten-
sils and firewood - but they would like a few
more people to come and stay. There is also a
boycottof the company in place, with planned
pickets outside pubs in the pipeline. Contact

- 01359 240365.

INSIDE SCHNEWS

“l am often held in total isolation in solitary
confinement, having to endure prolonged periods
of deprivation, psychological abuse, constant
intimidation, starvation diets and physical
torture. On numerous occasions I have been
shackled in a body belt and thrown in strip cells
having to sleep on the floor, cold and naked for days
onend” '

Satpal Ram was given a life sentence eleven
years ago for defending himself against a racist
attacker who stabbed him with a broken glass.
Despite the fact that Lord Chief Justice Lane said
that Satpal should serve ten years, he has now
been told he will have to serve an additional two
years before his case comes up for review again.
SchNEWS isn’t usually in to writing to our MP’s
but Satpal i1s asking for people to write to Jack
Straw to ask that he be released now. Letters of
protest to Jack Straw, Home Secretary, SO Queen
Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9AT (but don’t
mention cannabis) .

Letters of support: Satpal Ram E94164,
Nottingham Prison, Perry Rd., Sherwood, Notts,
NG5 3AG (send it recorded delivery).

DYING FORIT

Quick, better get your bets in for the Death
Sweepstake. Name those most likely to pop their
clogs (throw a seven) in ‘98 and you could be a
winner. Make your list of 10 celebrities (younger
than 90) and email it to
deathscore@postmodem.com quickly. If you miss
the deadline you can watch all the fun at http://
www.deathscore.com/deathscore/. There is a
catch though - “you don’t get credit for any death
in which you, the player, have directly or indirectly
participated. In other words, NO PUSHING!

ANYONES_..and finally...

A dodgy New York landlord who failed to carry out
any repairs on the neglected flats she rented out has
been sentenced to spend 60 nights in one of the flats
herself! “She should have a taste of her own medicine”
said Judge JoAnn Friia. Tenants said they had
complained to Florence Nyemitei about lack of hot
water, partial electricity, blocked toilets, faulty fire
extinguishers and poor heating for four years but
nothing was done. Nyemitei was fined $10,000 and now
has to spend four nights a week between 8pm and 6 am
at one of the flats.
* If you’re fed up with aretinous landlords then why not set
up a housing co-op. Get a copy of a Radical Routes’ new
book called funnily enough ‘How To Set Up A Housing
Co-operative’, which covers the legal issues, practical step-
by-step advice and heartening success stories. Write to 24
Firfield St., Bristol, BS4 3AL email krayg@cablemet.co.uk
disclaimer
SchNews warns all hunters to choose their quarry
with care in case they end up in a fucking great
it. That’s the (Dead Woman’s) ‘bottom” (punch)
ine. Honest,
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