Friday 24 September 1999 http://www.schnews.org.uk/

WAKE UPY WAKE VP! IT'S YER DOWN THE PAN

hNEWS:

Printed and Published in Brighton by Justice?

Free/Donation

Issue 229

END OF

WORLLE

‘The continued poverty of the mgjority of the
planet’s inhabitants and excessive consump-
tion by the minority are the two major causes
of environmental degradation. The present
course is unsustainable and postponing ac-
tion is no longer an option.’

Land degradation, rainforest destruction, spe-
ciesextinction - arewegoingtofind theplanet
dies of all this before depression at the
thought of it drives us al to suicide? Not
necessarily, says the UN Environment Pro-
graminahandy new report onthe state of the
Earth’s naturd environment, entitled Global
Environment Outlook 2000. But the report
identifies world water shortage, destruction
of coral reefsand globa warming asfull-scale
emergencies, as well as identifying a new
threat - nitrogen pollution.

Hold on to your hats - we were so gtirred by
the urgency of this major new UN report, we
cancelled our annual SChNEWS gtaff whaling
trip. So, is it possible to encapsulate next
millenium’sprogpectsfor thewholeof human-
ity and thegloba environment into onemedia-
friendly soundhite? Apparently not, the UN
would haveusbdieve. GEO 2000 anmountsto
perhaps the most thorough-going, wide-rang-
ing and (it says) authoritative stocktake ever
of the gtate of the Earth’'snaturd environment
- but don't drop it on your foot.

More dense than David Bellamy’s beard,
thisweighty tomeis based on contributions
from UN agencies, 850 individualsand more
than 30 environmental institutes institutes
- al of whom, we trust, faithfully use re-
cycledtoiletroll. Intermssometimesasdry
asBrazil’sgrowing desert, it readsasaroll-
call of the the world’s top emergent eco-
logical nightmares:

*Hose-pipe bans will be the least of our
worriesasthewater cyclefailsto copewith
demand.

*City-dwellersare choking asurban air pol-
Iution is reaching crisis dimensions, espe-
cially in the megacities of the southern
hemisphereland degradation has reduced
fertility and aff;ricultural potential.
*Morethen half theworld'scord refs are threat-
ened by human edtivities

*With globd warming upon us thingsarehatting
up - 1998 was the hattest year on record, and ex-
tremewesther eventshedleft 3million peopledead
intheled fiveyears

*Many matine fisheries have been grosdy over-
exploited.
*Theplanet’ sgpediesaredill being wiped out; one
quarter of theworldsmammal spediesarenow &
sgnificantrisk of edinction.
Cheer up! Were assured thet the report wias not
sponsored by the makers of prozec. In fadt, the
report' sauthor’ sareat greet painstotakeabd anoed
tone - gressing the sucoesses to dete of environ-
mentd policy, andthet further changeisachievable
SowillitbeenoughtouseaCFCHreefridgeinwhich
to dore your giant panda steeks?
Not quite. As excessve consumtion in rich
countriesisoneof themain causesof environ-
mental degradation, ‘A tenfold reduction in
resource consumption in the industrialized
countriesisanecessary long-termtarget”, the
report says, cutting boldly tothechase. That's
radica suff; though the report takes a care-
fully non-combative tone, saying; ‘Ideally,
such measures must Smultaneoudy maintain
theliving sandardsof thewedlthy, [aswell ag]
upgrade the living standards of the disadvan-
taged’. Hmn.
The UN - that idedigts graveyard - may have
greater resources of optimism to draw on than
political power. Sill, KlausTdpfer, theexecutive
director of the UNEP holdsit * essential toforce
multinational companies to be accountable for
their actions. Yet while the US continues to
punish Frenchlocd industry, waging atradewar
onbehdf of themultinationa corporeteplayersit
champions it hasbeenforgettingtokespupwith
its contributions to UN funding . For the red
Bg;ver lies dsawhere: though sadly, corporate
droomsand governement tradedepartments
arenot o essy to catch aglimpse of asthe GEO
2000 report, even if the latter ligs some of their
effects on the rest of us Such is the nature of
globd power dites
Fortunately, GEO 2000findsfurther causefor op-
timism a bit closer to the ground, lauding a
“ public. . .nowmuch moreconcerned about en-
vironmental issues. Popular movementsinmarny
countries are forcing authorities to make
changes” Asthosein France atacking McD's
in opposition the UStrade sanctionsknow well.
So whet if we can't dl be 50 determined in our
resgance?. .. Passthe Prazec.

ShNews fave meg, The Ecologigt 01403 786
726 go@mag-ubsdemon.couk

CRAP ARREST OF THEWEEK

For having a house party!

12 people chilling out in the afternnon after a
house parrty in St.Pauls, Bristol weretold by
police to vacate the premises. When they re-
fused 30 copsforcefully evicted everyonein-
cluding the tenant, who was arrestedand held
for 25 hours. She appeared in court the next
day and was bound over to keep the peace.

JACKSON' SHVERS

SChNEWS can't resgt having ancother pop & Sir
Ken Jackson, top dog & the AEEU enginearing
union, who told the TUC lagt wesk hisworkers
didn't want to Srike - they want towork...so Ford
workersfromthe AEEU prompltly wentongrike
OnTueday itgotevenbetter, witha24hour unofficel
wak-outatheMillenniumDome theRoyd Opera
Housg the JubileeLineextendonplusstesinLiv-

erpod, Glaggow;, Edinburgh, Mancheter, Newcas:
tle Hull and SendwichinKent. SrKentddworkers

they could except no pay rises- and anyway some
of themwhereearing afortunedresdy. WWewon-
Oerif heletthemknow hisannud payisover £62,000
ayedr - pluscar, mobilephoneand £15,000bridging
loanthrowninfor good messure

LET THEM EAT CAKE
The council of the Nord Pas de Calais re-
gion have some quaint old traditions for
dealing with debtors - if you can’t pay yer
taxes, or even for your kids' school meals,
the bailiffs pin the details of your poverty
outsidethetown hall, and then comeround
and nick yer furniture. These medieval-style
repomen work for thetax office, which has
wide powers to dish out fines and
repossessions for any debts. Interestingly,
asahangover from France'smoreleftie Easi,
the tax office also has powers to resched-
ule or even cancel debts, though they
haven't used these much of late, preferrin
to send out the bailiffs to reinforce soci
exclusion in the world’s fourth richest na-
tion. In April this year 40 activists occu-
Bi ed the St Omer council offices, duped two

ailiffsinto entering the building, and then
held them hostage while their victims re-
lated the effects of repossessions on their
lives. Thingshavegot Prett badin St Omer:
when an unemployed familly recently failed
to pay their £50 tellgl license, the diligent
tax office spent £1000 sending the goon
squad ‘ round to their gaff. Thistime, how-
ever, they were welcomed by members of
ACandADEPA, local direct action groups,
who dully stopped them carting off the
familly’s possessions. Naturally, five of
them were nicked and areup ontrial on Oct
19 - send letters/faxes of support to:
ADEPA, 29 Rue Gambetta, 62500, St Omer,
France. Fax: 0033-321-886789.
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“SHOOT THE FUCKER™

On 23 September 1996, Diarmuid O’ Nelll wasshot
and killed by copsin housein West London. Ashe
lay bleeding to death a cop stood on his head and
then dragged him down two flights of steps out of
the house, leaving him on the ground outside and
denying him life saving medical trestment for Y2an
hour. Not surprisingly Diarmuid died. Initid media
coverage claimed there had been agun battlein a
housethat wasbeing used asabomb factory and an
“IRA suspect “ had been shot. The maindtream
press hed afield day, The Daily Mirror's headline,
which carried a picture of the bloody steps, was
“Don't cry for him. He was going to blow up the
Channel Tunnel Tomorrow.” The Met Police en-
thusagticaly supported dl thismisinformation, until
they conceded that Diarmuid O’ Nelll wasunarmed,
no weapons or explosiveswere found in the house
and the only shotsfired were by the cops. So what
happened then? Lets start with the briefing just
beforetheraid, when copswereshown afilmof the
aftermath of the Canary Wharf bombing and avideo
of andleged cacheof wegpons. They werewhipped
into frenzy, given guns, CSgasand thenlet loosein
thehousein Hammersmith. A transcript of the sur-
velllancetapeof theraid revesl sthat the policefired
massvequantitiesof CSgasintothehouse(somuch
50 that four days after the killing forensic cops il
hed towear gasmasks), al themeninsdethehouse
had surrendered and Diarmuid wasstrugglingtoopen
adoor when hewasinitialy shot. AsDiarmuid lay
bleeding on the floor one of the cops can be heard
clearly to order an officer to “shoot the fucker”,
which he duly obeyed. No wonder the cops pre-
ferred the mediaversion of eventsthat day.
Theshooting wasreferred to the Police Complaints
Authority (PCA) who then took 2 %2 yearsto com-
plete their inquiry and then a further 6 months for
the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to conclude
that despite police lying about the events of that
day thereisinsufficient evidenceto prosecute! The
O'Neill family and the Justicefor Diarmuid O’ Neill
campaignareindisbelief that thePCA & CPShave
reached this decision despiteapost-mortem clearly
showing “that Diarmuid was shot when he was
seen and known to be unarmed repeatedly” and are
calingfor Jack Straw to set up an Independent pub-
licenquiry. Help change Jack Srawsmind by faxing
himdirect on 0171-273-2190 or for moreinfo; Jus-
tice for Diarmuid O’ Neill Campaign, BM Box D.
O'Neill, London WC1 3XX
justicedoneill @btintrnet.com Tel; 0181 749 2588/
0411784110
COPSCATCHNAKEDFUNGUS
Zoe"Fungus’ Weir decided to srip againg the Strip et
Cedar’'sWood, a protest camp at the congruction Ste
of Manchester Airport’s second runway. Zoe took off
al her dlothes(save her boots) and attached her hed to
atrechouse with a bicyde lock. Zoe's action delayed
the eviction of the camp by five hours, and three bail-
iffshadtodimbthetreeand cut thelock withhydraulic
cutters. The runway's completion is now 18 months
behind schedule due to wet wegther, the protests, and
mysterious breskages of congtruction equipment. The
woodsareNationd Trugt land, that arefacing thechop
because they apparently interfere with radar transmis-
son. As SChNEWS went to press the second protest
camp a nearby Arthur’sWood il has gpproximetley
40 people in treetops and tunnels. The protesters an-
ticpateevictioninthenext few days, and areasking for
supporters to come up for the weekend and for a
solidarity action on Monday morning. They dso need
foodand dimbing geear. Call Vanessaat 0797 480 3732.

SchNEWS in brief

After 2 asylum ssekers were serioudy hurt trying to
bust out of Campdfield Detention Centre, Group 4 guards
told detainessthet their injurieswould“ sop othersescap-
ing” Maybeif aGroup 4 guard wes horribly maimed it
would gop other psychos from joining the firm...**
Don'tforget Anti-M cDonald’ sDay heppeningdl over
the glabe on Saturday October 16", For leflets contect
McLibe Support Campaign: Tel 0171 713 1269.
wwwimespatlight.org. For the Birminghemevent - megt
12 noon outsde M& SintheHigh S. 0961 810 356.+*
Disabled Action Network will be demongtrating out-
sdetheRoyd Nationd Hospitd, BedfordWay, London
(nearest tube Eugton) on 27 and 28" Sept s part of the
‘Freeour People campaign. They want to Sop disshled
peoplebeing sent to nursing homes and ingtitutions, and
indeed be adleto livein the community with adequete
upport. Mest each day outdde the hospitd 9.30 am **
Campaign Againg the Arms Trade is cderating its
25" anniversary with aparty a Union Chapd, Compton
Tarace LondonN1 (Angd Tube). Guestsindudecome-
dianMak Thomas John Rllger, Jaremy Hardy and lats
more It'son Saturday 9" October, doors open 7.30 pm
£10/7.50 conc. Moredetalsand ticketsin advance 0171
2810297 ** Tdking of Mark Thomas hesgot anew
show on Channd 4 every Tuesday 11.05 pm. Essatidl.
** SChNEWS' favourite massmurderer Gen
Pinochet isback incourt on Sept 27 - meet 10amat Bow
S megidratestolet himknow whet youthink of him, or
7-9pm Paliament Sq every Tues & Thursto find out
wha'sgoing on. Contact: Chile CmteAgaingt Impunity
0171-261-9578** Protest againg thegenocideof Arizo-
neisNavaj olndians forced off their landtomekeway for
cod miningand'‘ resatled intheworld's2ndmogt redio-
adtive gte (after Chemobyl....). Medt 12 noon Oct 2nd
outsde US Embiessy, Grosvenor Sg.**

THEREBEL ALLIANCE

Brighton’sforum for direct action groups
meets upstairs at The Hobgoblin, London Rd,
Wednesday 29th Sept, 7pm. PLUS Screening
of June 18 film.

| UMBERHACKSLOG-ON

Among the various horrors on the agenda for the
SedttleWTObash,istheGloba FreeLogging Agree-
ment - aplot to scrap dl controls on the environ-
mental disaster that istheloggingindustry. Logging
companiesreally aren’t very niceto peopleeither -
just ask any of the ‘ displaced’ indigenous peoples
of the Amazon, or for that matter, greenies in
Canada. Activists in British Columbia have been
camping out inthewoodstrying to stoptheInterfor
logging cofrom destroyingtheloca rainforests- so
the firm sent around 100 psychotic lumberjacks
who burnt down the peace camp, smashed dl the
equipment, and attacked the 7 protestors there,
hospitalising 3 of them. Clearly, the Free Logging
Agreement needsattention, socomea ongto Seettle
for the festi. Contact: No to WTO 2343 NW 100"
Seattle WA 98177 USA www.tredewatch.org or
ssoriano@igc.org

* Nasty logging company Boise Cascade (see
SchNEWS 225) haSbeen banned fromany further
logging of the Boise Forest. OK, o the case was
brought by theldaho Sportsmans Congress, which
wasworried about “ severely reduced hunting and
fishing opportunities.” After the ruling, |SC boss
Ron Mitchell said “sporting folks of Idaho can
bresthe asigh of relief.” OK, thewildlifeis prob-
ably less chuffed, but then, as Hunter Ron sez,
“Thereal issueis, should we allow private corpo-
rationslike Boise Cascadeto continuetrashing our
publicforestsat taxpayer expense?’

Inside SChNEWS

John Bowdenisalife-sentenceprisonerwho, sncehis
convictionintheearly 1980s, hascampaignedvocifer-
oudy for therightsof dl prisoners. Intheearly 1990s
hewasoneof themain organisersof aseriesof radica
debatesa Long Latin. Hehasdso beeninvolved in
direct action protestsof many kinds, indudingawork-
drikea Parth prisonandahigh-profileseigea Parkhurst
.Johniscurrently inthesegregationunitat LongLartin
prison. On 6 September, John joined another prisoner
who was dready on dirty protest. He and between
two and four othershave been on it ever since, andis
now onhunger strikeaswell. Thewater inthecdlshes
been turned off. There have been no routine visits by
doctors, Boards of Vigtors or governors. John has
been repeatedly threstened by prison officars and is
denied degp by themhammering onhisdoor and turn-
ing the lights on and off. He hes no accessto the tdl-
ephone and none of hisletters are being sent out, d-
though letters do gppeear to reach him. All supporters
of prisoners rightsreeding thisaretherefore urged to
send cardsandmessagesof solidarity to John Bowden
B41173, HMPLong Lartin, South Littleton, Evasham,
Wores WRIL 5 TZ Send letters of protest to the
governor at thesameaddressor fax them on 01386
832834. Or tel: 01386 830101

more briefs

Any pregnant mums will be pleased to hear of
Green Baby, anew Idington shopwithawiderange
of green kiddie stuff, including “everything to take
the millennium baby sustainably into the next cen-
tury, fromred ngppies, toorganictoys’ and, nodoubt,
tie-dyebebygrowsandjunior yogurt-weavingkits. . . **
If you' reworried about fluoridein theweater coming
to atown near you, get dong to a public meeting on
Wied 6th October 8pm a Willesden Library, 95 High
Rd., Willesden Green Tel 0181 9025949

..and finally...
Thisweeks Greenwash Award goesto. ..
By usng solar energy to drivethe petral pumpsin 15
new service stations, BP/Amoco recently recaived an
award (not for irony, but the Millennium Products
award). After buying upmany dternativeenergy com-
panies, theoll giantisnow theworldslargest investor
insolar power. TheCentrefor Alternative Energy told
SchNews, ‘we can't imagine the global and political
agendasinvolved inther (BP'9) investment in solar
energy’ . Neither canwe. Interestingly, last year, world-
wide revenuesfromoil andgasproducing activitiesfell
by 24% (to $124.6bn) so you might naively assume
these companies are switching their focusto sugtain-
ableenergy. Er, not quite- capitd spending on oil ex-
ploration and development inthe sameyear increased
by 5% (to $83bn) making themoney investedin buy-
ingupafew (or evenseverd) sustainableenergy com-
panieslook likesmdl beer. Theburning (oil) questionis
- will BRPAmoco endanger thepriceof abarrd of all
by bringing in competing sustainable energy sources
thet are environmentdly friendly, or keep them sup-
pressad until oil isless abundant and profitable? Just
ask the government, who recently gpproved oil con-
tracts for developments off S Kilda- Britains only
naturd World Heritage Site, 100 miles off the Scotish
coadt, ranked dongdde the Galgpagos Idand and the
Great Barrier Redf. S Kildasmarinelifeisoneof the
mogt diverse ecosystems known whilst puffins, ful-
marsand gannetsareamong around amillionbreeding
seehirdsnestingintheidand sdiffs We reanticipating
another greenwash award efter they tick aduck-pond
mtOpOfﬂ’E(]' rlg disclaimer
SchNEWSwarns all readersto get down the pub for
last orders before last rites. Mine's adouble. Honest
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