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Minister - it must be time for your
medication: these policies are just crazy.
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MAD FOR IT

‘Over thelast century, giant stridesfor-
ward weremadeby those asserting their
rightsand self-determination in thefields
of race, gender and sexuality, but ‘mental
health’ issuesfailed to keep pace. Thisis
set tochange’ Mad Pride

L ast November theGovernment released
aMental Health Green Paper (Reform of
theMental Health Act). The" mental act
from hdl”,assomearecallingit, will sanc-
tion themedically approved for ce-feeding
of toxicdrugsto peopleinthecommunity
with a mental health disorder. A side ef-
fect will be increased profit for pharma-
ceutical multinationals.‘Mad’ peoplewill
continueto beincar cer ated with even fewer
rights of appeal than before, and the
boundariesbetween ‘mental illness and
‘criminality’ will blur further.

TheAct includes Community Treatment
Orders(CTO). Thispower requiresaperson
tolive at aspecified placeto alow easy ac-
cessby professionals, “trained paramedics’
andthe police. The personwill beunder cur-
few at particular times to allow for sched-
uled visits. Consequences of non-compli-
ance may include powersto enter by force
and convey the person to a place of treat-
ment (in the community) or to hospital. Al-
though the order will last for specified peri-
ods, it isrenewable, so could be indefinite.
At the moment Approved Social Workers
(ASWSs) can apply for someone to be sec-
tioned, but the government is pushing to
change this to any mental health profes-
sional. This could be, say, a Care Home
worker, leading to such abuses as sections
being used to evict people. Part of a com-
pulsory care plan may require attendance at
acontrolled Day Centrewherethey may be
charged for this ‘service'. While the paper
talksat length about “initial assessment and
treatment”, there are fears that assessment
is to be abolished. So treatment will take
place against the will of patients and with-
out appeal. How many people who get
wrongly sectioned now ever get redress?
People have been sectioned for reasons
such as “smoking in bed” at a residential
home or crossing abusy road slowly. With-
out thetesting of evidence, more peoplewill
beforcibly treated and die as aresult.

All those whose mental health is called
into question will be deemed to have no
capacity to decide anything about their
treatment which is inconvenient for pro-
fessionals. They will decidewhat isin the
“best interests’” of “patients”’.

There is no mention of what should be
the central aim of mental health services-
the relief of suffering of peoplein distress
or crisis. Sadly, Human Rights of people
areto beignored under thislegidlation. But
the stigma, fear and inconvenience of this
interferencein people'slivesisasnothing
compared with the so-called trestmentsthat
will be forced on out-patients. For at the
heart of this procedure lies the effects of
old-fashioned and often dangerous inject-
able neuroleptic (antipsychotic and
tranquiliser) drugs and forced Electro-con-
vulsivetherapy (ECT).

The new proposals suggest that the new
Act should operatein prison - quite unlike
the 1983 Act which prohibitsthis. For good
reason too, since forcing medication on
prisoners used to be thought to be so li-
ableto abuseit could not be allowed. Why
it is thought that abuse would not operate
now is hard to see. Magistrates and higher
courts will also have a new power to re-
mand peopleto hospital for treatment - even
if they are unconvicted or convicted of an
offence which does not carry a custodial
sentence. One of the most abhorrent parts
of the Green Paper suggests that prisoners
with a“mental disorder” i.e. amajority of
all prisoners according to research cited
by the Expert Group may now be treated
differently from other prisoners. They may
now be assessed under the new act and
treated either in hospital or in prison. If
treated in prison, s’lhe may be treated for
as long as that mental disorder lasts. The
net effect of this may be the end of time-
limited sentences for some, and the end of
parolefor others.

Madness: the new

rock ‘n’ roll...

Resistanceis being spearheaded by Mad
Pride, adirect action group looking to edu-
cate and wind up so-called normal people
and, astheir name suggests, get some pride
and self-respect going for all those fucked
over by themedical-legal institutions. From
strikes over the stupidity of work, to par-
ties in hospitals, to an A-Z of advice on
how to deal with doctors who think they
know it all, Mad Pride are breaking down
prejudicein all areas.

* They're having afestival in Clissold Park,
London N16 on July 15", 1pm-9pm, featuring
PA.I.N and many others. * Check out their
brill book, ‘Mad Pride: A Celebration of Mad
Culture', available from AK Distribution.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For being the wrong colour! When Sonia
and Delroy Lindo received a call telling
them their 15 year old son was being at-
tacked by aracist, they rushed to the scene.
Arriving at the same time as the police,
they were assaulted and arrested. While
her children watched, the police beat Mrs
Lindo who suffered seriousinjuries about
theface. Mr Lindo remained in police cus-
tody for 7 hours until a protest outside
the station prompted his release. This is
only thelatest of 19 police charges against
Delroy. Every single one has been thrown
out of court. Charges haveranged from the
heinous “Criminal Damage to a police
shirt” or “Having aDirty Numberplate, to
the improbable, “ Dangerous Driving” in-
volving an aleged near-collision with a
double decker busalong aroad wherethere
is er, no bus route! More serious charges
of Threat to Kill, Affray, and Assaults on
Police Officershaveall resulted in acquit-
tals. Coincidentally, Mr Lindo is a high
profile campaigner against policerascism
and corruption.

Contact: The Lindo Campaign, c/o Harin-
gey Racial Equality Council, 14 Turnpike
Lane, L ondon, N8 OPT. Tel 0973313139

For moreinfo and forthcoming events: 0958
907357 www.madpride.net

* Highly recommended: ‘ Shibboleth: My
Revolting Life’ by Penny Rimbaud, afounding
member of anarchist band/collective Crass. The
book describes how Wally Hope, the founder
of the Stonehenge Free Festival, was grabbed
after a Stonehenge festie in the 70s, taken to a
mental hospital and pumped full of dodgy drugs.
Crassthen rescued him, and he was on theroad
to recovery when he died under mysteriouscir-
cumstances. AK Distribution: 0131 555 5165
www.akpress.org

POSITIVE SCHNEWS

Fancy an organic day trip? The Organic Herb
Trading Company are holding an open day on
July 15" at Court Farm, Milverton, Taunton,
Somerset. Come along between 11-5pm to see
displays, listen to talks and find out about over
100 varieties of herbs. Tel 01823 401205
www.organicherbstrading.com

Bastille Day 1789, revolutionaries tore
down the Bastille in France used to house |

| political prisoners. Year 2000 and the |
prison industry grows, is being privatised

| and continues to be repressive. Thereisa |

| weekend of protest occupying a space re- |
lated to the prison industry, meet Golders

I Green Tube Station 9am, 14 July, bring |

| camping gear, inspiration and people. |
CAGE:079931401962

| www.veggies.org.uk/cage. Transport from |
Brighton on Saturday 15th, ring SShANEWS |
officefor details.
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Home Gaol

When Flan Widdicombe starts protesting that
our civil liberties are under attack by the gov-
ernment you know something must be up. But
there she wasin the House of the Living Dead
complaining that new lawsto ban footbal | hoo-
ligansfrom travelling abroad to watch England
may be allittle over the top.

Still, the proposed laws are nothing com-
pared to two billsthat could becomelaw within
the next few weeks: The Terrorism Bill
(SchNEWS 242) and the Regulatory of Investi-
gatory Powers Bill (SChNEWS 253). In a nut-
shell the Terrorism Bill will be “used to target,
harass and imprison dissidents, exiles, solidar-
ity groups, and protesters who engage in ac-
tivities the Government and their rich friends
don’t like.” Which if you' re reading this anar-
chist filth probably means you. And just to
show how our protests are working, last week
the definition of just who isaterrorist got — er,
wider! It now includes “action designed to in-
terfere with an electronic system” which basi-
cally means hackers. Still, there was one small
ray of hope this week when the Green Party’s
Lord Beaumont was successful in an amend-
ment. Now people who dig protest tunnels,
hang out of trees, occupy ships full of genetic
animal feed etc. won't be ‘terrorists’ for endan-
gering their own lifesfor apolitical point.

* Think they’ll use footie laws against pro-
tests? Funny you should ask because the Dutch
parliament approved harsh new laws under the
cover of stopping hooliganism at Euro 2000.
Thisincluded a*“ collectiveresponsibility” law.
Whereas before it had been necessary for the
policeto proveindividual involvement in pub-
lic order situations, now to be charged and sen-
tenced, it is simply enough to be “in associa-
tion with those who disturb the public order.”

* |f all this terrorism bill stuff is as clear as
mud, get a copy of Kate Evans' excellent car-
toon book on the subject. Available from

SchNEWSfor an A5 SAE.
*Are you a terrorist? Check out new-
labour.com. For more on the bill

www.blagged.freeserve.co.uk/terrorbill

*Happy anniversary state terrorism. On the
10" of this month it will be 15 years since the
Greenpeace ship ‘the Rainbow Warrior’ was
bombed by French secret service agents, killing
one of its crew members.

*The woman who Flanned Widdecombe in
Oxford a while back has been fined £25 plus
£100 costs.

DOLEFUL NEWS

Aninternal newsletter of the Central Sussex
Benefit Fraud Investigation Service
“Newsflash” recently fell into the hands of
Brighton Against Benefit Cuts (BABC). The
newsletter makes interesting reading with in-
vestigators taking pride in being compared to
Cagney and Lacey, and an enthralling column
‘The top three pension excuses'. The newslet-
ter contains confidential information about ben-
efit claimants and shows a deep contempt for
them. BABC believethe Newsletter breaksthe
Benefit Agency’s own internal guidelines and
have already got an apology from the BA who
have promised there will be no more newslet-
ters. A spokesperson from the group said “ The
cases described in this spiteful newsletter show
the emphasis of the fraud office”

Contact Brighton Against Benefit Cuts, 4
Crestway Parade, Hollingdean, Brighton BN1
7BL email babc99@yahoo.co.uk

They are holding a picket outside the DSS of -
fice, Edward Street next Tuesday (11) 11am.

Subscribe! — — ___

SchNEWS in brief

All the people charged after last year’'sM an-
chester Reclaim The Streetshave walked free
—after video footage showed cops punching peo-
ple in the face and hitting out with batons, (in-
cluding a 40 year old woman who happened to
be walking past). There had been no violence
until the police decided to move in on people
dancing around avan, and they removed thegen-
erator with apair of boltcroppers, saying it was
an obstruction. (Rather bizarrely however they
failed to move the van that was actually causing
theobstruction rather than the generator) ** The
Non Alignment Action Group (NAAG) has
been set up to oppose the proposed 2.5 mile
A701 outside Edinburgh, a£20 million road that
will cut through miles of green belt, destroy an
SSSl, and changetheway of life of local commu-
nities. For info on weekly NAAG meetings and
to get involved: 01968 675 109 http://
www.spokes.org.uk/naag/ ** The monsoon is
dueto startin India, and onceagainthe Nar mada
Valley (SChNEWS 244) will be facing submer-
gence. Villagers are bracing themselves for
Satyagrahathe non-violent mass action, against
the imposed submergence, and are calling for
people from around the world to join them in
their fight from the 15 July. Contact B-13, Shivam
Flats, Ellora Park, Baroda-390007, India Tel +
91 265-382232 email:nba@bnpl.com**The
Farnborough International Show takes place
from 24th-30th July, featuring everyone's fa-
vourite military companies. Campaign Against
the Arms Trade (CAAT) are organising demon-
strations throughout, contact them on 0207 281
02974+ On Tues 11" July John Brock and
Ruth Wyner will start their appesal at the Royal
Courts of Justice in The Strand, London. John
and Ruth as SChNEWS readers may remember
were sentenced to four and five years respec-
tively for being in charge of a homeless centre
where some people were using drugs covertly
on the premises (SChNEWS 242). As drugs are
readily availableand used in prisonsall over the
country SChNEWSwonderswhether companies
like Group 4,Wakenhut and Sodexhowho all run
prisons should be arrested on the same charge.

Mexi-Cola

Thisweek the Mexicans have been celebrat-
ing the defeat of the Institutional Revolution-
ary Party (PRI) after 71 yearsin power. That's
the good news. Unfortunately the new Presi-
dent-elect is Vicente Fox of the National Ac-
tion Party (PAN). Fox isthe ex head of global
nasties Coca-Cola, amanwho wearsacowboy
hat & boots, admires Clinton and Blair and wants
to expand the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) into a common market
similar to the European Union.

Fox once stated that the conflict in Chiapas
could be solved in 15 minutes, later changing
his mind and stating that he would withdraw
the army from the area of conflict, implement
the San Andres peace accords, and promote
economic devel opment by attracting foreign and
domesticinvestment. Anyonefamiliar withthe
Chiapas conflict will know economic develop-
ment and the implementation of NAFTA has
led to the destruction of the Lacandon Jungle
and the Mayan way of life (SChNEWS 200 &
250). Meanwhile down in Chiapas, where vot-
ing inthe electionsdoesn’t takes place until the
24 August, the Governor Albores Guillen (PRI)
has said that if the PAN candidate winshewill
last only two days before he has him assassi-
nated! That's democracy for you.

For agood account of the Zapatistastruggle &
apractica guideon getting to Chiapas, get hold of
“TheZapatistas: A Rough Guide” Now available
at £5.75inc. p& p from Earthright Publications, 8

ﬂAvenu Rﬂ)n T)&e& Wear NE40 3PU

Merdé a McDonalds

Last Friday thousands of people descended
onthe Frenchtown of Millauwhere José Bové
and nine other french farmers were standing
trial accused of causing £70,000 damage to a
McDonalds restaurant in the town last August.
The action took place to protest against U.S
imposing a 100% import tax on import on
Roquefort cheese in response to Europe’s re-
fusal to alow sale of US hormonally enhanced
beef. (See SChNEWS 220)

“The only regret | have now isthat | wasn’'t
able to destroy more of it” said José .

The court case began in a carnival atmos-
phere as thousands of protesters flocked to the
town, streets were festooned with banners, a
free rock concert on the Saturday attracted an
estimated 45,000 revellers and the municipal
council responded by distributing 45 kilograms
of free condoms. The hearing continued on Sat-
urday with the presiding judge an ex-commu-
nist allowing his court room to be used for a
debate on global trade. Judgement on the case
isnot due until later in the summer. The farm-
ers could face amaximum fine of £50,000 and
fiveyearsin prison, but it seems|likely though
that they will only receive a week in prison
because of the prosecution wishes. The defend-
ants have promised to appeal any sentence. In
the meantime old McDonald’s have been re-
ceiving poor international reviewsover the past
few weeks and have seen their share pricesdrop
by 20 percent.

*Whilewe' re on the subject of MacDonalds,
here's some news to cheer you up!

The High Court has ordered the Metropoli-
tan Police to pay Helen Morrisand Dave Steel
(the McLibel Two) damages of £10,000 fol-
lowing the police handing over informationto a
private detective hired by McDonald's. In Court
aMetropolitan Chief Superintendent admitted
McDonald'sdetectivewasin fact an ex-police-
man who would rely on his contacts to obtain
confidential material on Helen and Dave. Tut,
Tut.  www.mcspotlight.org

SchQUALL Book Blitz

SchNEW S does not normally encourage
gratuitous consumption - apart from times
like these when our new book is out. And
this year’s book is a ripper - it's issues
201-250 of SCchNEWS, plus the best of
SQUALL, plus photos, cartoons, subverts
and a huge contacts list. It's £7 - buy it
fromusfor £8.50 (incl. p&p), order it from
your local library (ISBN 09529748 3 5) or
wait for our grassroots distribution system
to kick in* and pick it up from your local
radical bookshop/info centre. There' Il al'so
be book launches soon - watch this space.

* Can any distributors or friends of
SchNEWS who can pick up boxes of books
fromthe Big Green Gathering get in touch.

.andfinally...

Flatulent cows apparently produce up to 20%
of theworld’s greenhouse gases. So how do we
tackle this problem? By cutting down on our
meat consumption, and therefore the amount
of cows in the world? No, that would be too
bleedin’ obvious. Instead scientists - probably
a couple of old farts - want to feed the cows
bacteriathat will eat the methane!

disclaimer

SchNEWS warns ALL readers to cough up a
few quid as it would be pretty crazy to let us go
down the pan for the sake of the price of a pint.
Honest, it'll make you feel content. PS: No, re-
aIIy we are skint|
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