Friday 11th October 2002

WAKE UP! WAKE UP!

hINEWS

www.schnews.org.uk

Free/Donation

IT'S YER PAPER TIGER...

Issue 376

{ Or THE |
g A UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
i (;hm o vy Digs

Choose Ou& CNCWMIES
i, Strengthen Al T 12cfeat Global Lecrosefm and Work 1o Prevent
Attaghssdgamst Us and Our T

oMB THeM

i Pé\m( T nemies r‘\-.\hf carc nmbU Qur Allies, ang/Cur Friends
with Whgpghs of Mass ter:\;)_r m
iv. Igiteg Ney Era 6P 6ioba 1rw(, owth through lirce ‘Trade

DOCU-MENTAL

“Thisisatimeof opportunity for America.
Wewill work totrangatethismoment of
influenceinto decadesof peace, prosperity,
and liberty... Wewill actively work tobring
thehopeof democracy, development, free
markets, and freetradetoevery corner of
theworld.” From therecently published
National Security Strategy of the USA.

We couldn’t makeit upif wetried, ladies
and gentlemen. Last month, the Bush Ad-
ministration released its new National Se-
curity Strategy of the United States of
America. A document whose contents list
included agenda items such as the obvi-
ously ironic, “Champion Aspirations for
Human Dignity,” thearrogant, “IgniteaNew
Eraof Globa Economic Growththrough Free
Markets and Free Trade,” and the down-
right scary “Develop Agendas for Coop-
erative Action with the Other Main Centers
of Global Power.” The document also con-
tained gems such as:

“Today, the United States enjoys a po-
sition of unparalleled military strength and
great economic and political influence” (and
we will kill anyone and everyone who
threatens this position).

“We seek to create a balance of power
that favours human freedom” (and America)

“We will defend the peace by fighting
terrorists and tyrants’ (i.e. anyone who has
the slightest criticism of America).

“Freetrade and free marketshave proven
their ability to lift whole societies out of
poverty” (and into our clutches)

“The United Stateswill work with indi-
vidual nations, entire regions, and the en-
tire global trading community to build a
world that trades in freedom and therefore
grows in prosperity” (too much bullshit to
even parody).

“Freedom is...the birthright of every
person—in every civilisation” (as long as
we get to dictate ‘freedom to do what?').

“Today, humanity holdsinitshandsthe
opportunity to further freedom’s triumph
over dl itsfoes. The United Stateswel comes
our responsibility to lead in this great mis-
sion” (and to cashin on all the profits that
come with it).

The Bush Doctrine
Thisidiotic new document isalready being
hailed as the new Bush Doctrine. But the
idiocy containsan evil littletwist. Included
in the paper isasection titled ‘ Prevent Our
Enemies from Threatening Us, Our Allies,
and Our Friends with Weapons of Mass
Destruction’. The section basically saysthat

the cold war strategies of ‘containment’
(preventing the spread of communism) and
‘deterrence’ (being so incredibly tough that
no enemy could attack you without guaran-
teeing their own destruction) are no longer
sufficient to guarantee US security. TheUS
government now thinks it must reserve the
right to useitsoverwhelming military might
pre-emptively to attack and overthrow gov-
ernments that it suspects of attempting to
acquire WMDs, harbour terrorists, or con-
tainany ill-will whatsoever towardsthegood
o’ US of A. SChNEWS reckons that pre-
emptivity (read: kicking the shit out of eve-
ryone before they can make a peep) hasal-
ways been America spolicy (Vietham any-
one?). It'sjust that now, they’ ve put it down
in black and white.

And what’s the justification for this
newly publicised strategy? That the terror-
ists and rogue states that threaten America
aren’'t motivated by arational power-lust like
the USSR was, oh no. Instead they are of
coursedriven by anirrational hatred of jus-
tice, liberty, and freedom. According to the
Bush Doctrine, because the new enemies of
the US are not just evil, but also mental, it
can't be assumed that they will act as ‘re-
sponsibly’ as previous forces of darkness
have. And this, supposedly, is what justi-
fies the Bush Doctrine of pre-emptive
strikes—rogue states' sheer insanity.

On this basis, the Bush administration
reckons that they can justify upsetting the
UN by officialy tearing up the rulebook on
when it’s acceptable to bomb the shit out of
people in other countries. The problem is
that no one, not the US'sallies, * citizens' or
even their secret serviceisready to buy the
argument. According to the director of the
CIA, George Tenet, thereisno evidencethat
the rogue state currently in Bush’s sights
(Irag) has any immediate desire to attack
Western populations. He argues, however,
that thekind of pre-emptive attack that Bush
and his cronies are pushing for “could trig-
ger thevery things[Bush] has said he'stry-
ing to prevent—the use of chemical or bio-
logical weapons’. The Bush government
might think they’ re powerful enough to re-
writetherulestojustify their ambitions, but
there’'sonerulethat they would do well not
toforget: playing with explosivesmakesyou
look hard, but if you don’t know how they
work, they just might blow up in your face.
Tick, tick, tick...

For moreridiculousreading, seethefull
document at www.statewatch.org/news/
2002/sepinss.pdf

CRAPARRESTS OF THEWEEK
For being Palestinian...

Last Friday nearly a hundred soldiers sur-
rounded Iraq Burin - a small village near
Nablus city. They were ‘looking for terror-
ists' and ‘suspicious Palestinian men.’” For
five hours 3 houseswere repeatedly hit with
rockets and bullets, families were evicted
from their homes, bel ongingswere smashed,
and 16 men werearrested, tied up, driven 25
km to Huwara military base, interrogated,
and then released. “Sorry,” said the Isragli
Defence Force. “We made amistake.”

War BRIEFS

Last week 160 people shut down the gates
of USAir Base Lakenheath in Suffolk where
about 30 US nuclear war heads are kept.
www.lakenheathaction.org ** Some Ameri-
cansdon’'t agreewith Bush!! Last weekend
87,000 protestors took to the streets across
America to protest against war on Irag.
www.indymedia.org ** An anti-war group
has squatted the former Brighton Peace
Centre in Gardner St. Open day Saturday
12 check it out! ** Demo outside Menwith
Hill Spy Base. Sat 12, 12 - 4pm, 01943466405
www.caab.org.uk ** Whose Terror? Speak-
ers from three countries facing “War on
Terror” stateterror--Palestine, Irag, and Co-
lumbia. Sat 12" 2pm Friends Meeting House,
Ship &, Brighton. ** Filmsagainst economic
sanctions and war on Irag. Sat 12 from
2.30pm, Rio Cinema, Kingsland High St.,
Dalston, London. £4/£2.50 0845 458 2564
voices@viwuk.freeserve.co.uk ** Threat of
War and Future of the Kurds public meet-
ing. Tue 15" 7pm, CommitteeRoom 10, House
of Commons, Westminster, SW1. 020 7435
4547 Liberation@btinternet.com ** Why is
the Anti-War movement ignoring Saddam’s
crimes?With Peter Tatchell. Tue 15" 7:30pm,
Upstairs Bar, Rugby Tavern, 19 Great James
Street, London. www.newhumanist.org.uk *
Don't Attack Iraq March & Rally, Sat 19"
11.30am George Square, Glasgow. 0141 423
1222 scnd@banthebomb.org ** One
SchNEW S reader hasbeen getting their anti-
war message across by adorning bank notes
with anti war messages - not abad idea. **
National day of action against the war, 31
October, see www.stopwar.org.uk 020 7053
2155. InBrighton, acritical massisplanned,
meet 3pm, University of Sussex. At 5:30pm
there’s an action planned, meet at the War
Memorid, Old Steine. ** Stop the War, Stop
the City. Meet on the day after war is an-
nounced against Iraq. 5:30pm in Churchill
Square, Brighton. Bring pots and pans!!
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LULA-LA LAND

Yer on-the-ball SChNEWS is in downtown
Sao Paulo this week to give you the lowdown
ontheman they call Lula(“The Squid” in Eng-
lish, it's short for Luiz Inacio da Silva).

This week, Brazil’s Workers Party (PT), led
by Lula, won an unprecedented 4-2 victory
against the US-backed government team in the
first round of the Massively Important Presi-
dential Championships of Latin America. The
PT almost doubled their seats in the Senate,
and at the final whistle, with 46.4 percent of
the vote to his nearest rival Jose Serra’s 23.2
percent, Lulawasjust short of outright victory.
In the second and final leg, to be played on
October 27th, the scores are back to 0-0 with
everything to play for.

In Brazil, Lulais as recognisable a name as
Peleor Ronaldo. Hebecamefamousastheleader
of illegal metalworker strikesthat helped bring
an end to the military dictatorship in the mid-
1970s. He has run for president and lost three
times since becoming co-founder, in 1980, of
the Workers Party.

GOOOOAAAAL!! Lula opposes the Free
Trade Area of the Americas, which he calls
Bush's‘ Annexation of Latin America.’ He op-
poses Plan Columbia. He opposes sanctions on
Cuba. He has the support of thelandless move-
ment in Brazil, Movimento Sem TerraHe prom-
ises to end endemic corruption by getting peo-
ple not aligned to politics or businessin on the
budget-making decisions.

There'stalk of an axis between Lula, Castro
and Hugo Chavez in Venezula, who foiled an-
other attempted coup this week, timed to coin-
cide with the Brazilian elections. With strong
left gainsin neighbouring Boliviaand Paraguay
and elections in Argentina next March, Latin
America sface could beunrecognisablefromjust
12 months ago, acomplete rejection of the US-
led free market reforms.

But however good al this may sound, Lula
still may be foul. Because of his previous cam-
paign defeats, Lula has changed much of his
lefty tune this time around and many in the
Workers Party are angry but, for the moment,
are keeping schtum.

DODGY KEEPER!!! Despite being locked-
up and having his 1970srallies buzzed by army
choppers, Lula has made friends with the mili-
tary, suggesting the signing of nuclear non-pro-
liferation treaties was wrong. He is also sup-
porting a move by Embraer, Brazil’s massive
aircraft maker, to develop a serious fighter jet
and missileprogramme.

OVER THE BAR!! Despite previously fight-
ing on aplatform of defaulting on Brazil’s crip-
pling $260bn debt -- more than half of what the
country produces in a year -- he now says
they’ll pay up. (But some people think he'll
still default) Lulaalso says he' Il work with the
IMF and honour the new record-breaking $30bn
loan. Lula has also attracted a few dodgy new
geezersincluding hisvice president and running
mate, Jose Alencar, a textile baron worth
$500M, from the centre-right Liberal Party.
Seeing which way the wind is blowing, other
business|eaders have al so backed Lula.

SchNEWS fought through the crowds last
week at Lula'sfinal emotional rally at the met-
alworkersunionintheindustrial suburbsof Sao
Paulo, where he worked as alathe operator and
transformed the 100,000-strong union. “Eve-
rything that we have done until now hasn’t been
doneto gain the Presidency, that isjust aconse-
quence,” he told the crowds. “The most sym-
bolic thing about me winning is that we will
prove to anybody the truth of something that |
said in 1979, which is that nobody WiII ever
again beableto doubt theworking classes.” Does
LuladeserveaRed Card? You makethecall!

Subscribe!_. _  _ _ _ ino@rdicaroutes

DAFT TAFT

Wethought that full-scaleglobal war and U.S.-
instigated regime changestheworld over would
be enough to keep George Dub’ ya busy, but no.
Now Georgie hasto take aim at unions as well.
For the past two weeks, in 29 major docks up
and down the American west coast, the Inter-
national Longshore and Warehouse Union
(ILWU) has been locked out by their bosses
over contract disputesthat have beenraging since
last June. The meanie bosses, the Pacific Mari-
time Association (PMA), want to sack a large
number of dockers and attack workers’ rights.
Understandably, the ILWU have been threaten-
ing to strike and recently did a work
“slowdown,” which lead to the lockout. Enter
our old friend George. Deciding that the union
shouldn’t be allowed to use the lockout time to
work out a better contract with PMA, as the
whole dispute was costing the US economy bil-
lions of dollars, Bush decided to call in thedra-
conian Taft-Hartley Act. The Daft Act was
passed in 1947 as an anti-union law. It com-
mands both the employers and the union to
return back to work under the conditions of the
old contract for 80 days. The act goesonto call
for fines and prison sentences for those violat-
ing the terms of the contract (i.e. striking or
engaging in slow-downs). Thispart of thebill is
aimed at workersand effectively breaksthe back
of theunion for the 80-day period, leaving them
open to whatever the abusive bosses can come
up with, with no real way to fight back. The 80
days of the Taft-Hartley injunction also gets
PMA through the peak shipping season and to
the slowest time of theyear, thusrelieving them
of any urgency to bargain once the 80 days are
over. PMA loved the government intervention,
but labour unions were furious that the presi-
dent had once again acted in theinterests of big
business. “PMA will start alleging supposed
slowdowns straightaway. Taft-Hartley gives
them 80 days of free shots at the union and we
expect the employerswill be dragging usto court
daily, trying to bankrupt the union and throw
our leadersinjail,” said ILWU president James
Spinosa. “No one should be surprised by the
turn of these events,” Spinosa said. “Bush has
always actively sided with employers against
workers. This collusion between the govern-
ment and the employers was planned well in
advance.” www.labournet.net or http://
sf.indymedia.org/

Inside SChNEWS

A new Zine is now avdiable to support Jeff
‘Free’ Luers, the USanarchist prisoner servingan
amazing 22 yearsfor burningafew cars. Thezine
called ‘Let's Get Free - includes writings for, by
and about ‘Free'. It's available for a donation of
$5. Proceeds of the sale will (after paying copy
costs) goto Jeff Luersdirectly. From NA-ELPSN,
POB 50082, Eugene, OR 97405 USA.
nael psn@tao.ca. www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk/
prisoners/fc/freezine.html

Positive SChNEWS

Radical Routesisanetwork of over 50 small
co-operatives who work together to support
collective ownership of houses and buildings
for groupsworking for radical social change. It
also aids small worker controlled businesses
involved in socially useful work, supportsand
promotes de-schooling and home education,
and helpsfacilitate the development of radical
clubsand social centres. Radical Routes mem-
bersmeet four timesayear. The next gathering
is Manchester 26-27"" October. On the 26™
there's an afternoon of discussions open to
non-members who want to find out more
about co-ops and the work of Radical Routes.
Bridge 5 Mill, 22a Beswick St., Ancoats,
Manchester www.radicalroutes.org.uk,
info@radicalroutes. org uk 0161 224 4846

SCchNEWS in brief

SchNEWSnearly 8th Birthday Party, with
LSDS, Miss C MC & Mama, Harry Diezel,
Judge Trev and Jelly, 7-11pm, 14th, Albert Pub,
Brighton. ** SChNEWS exculsive: we' rethefirst
to announce that Noam Chomsky speaks at
St.Pauls Cathedral, 9" December as a benefit
for the Kurdish Human Rights Project. Tickets
£15/£8 will be snapped up quick, get yoursfrom
Hannah 020 7287 2772 ** Gianfranco Fini,
the Italian Foreign Minister, well known fas-
cist, and director of police operations at last
years Genoa protests, is speaking in London on
the 22", He'd love to see you!! Meet 8am on-
wardsoutside Claridge' sHotel, 53 Brook Street,
London, W1 ** The offices of SHAC (Stop
Huntington Animal Cruelty) were raided
again by policelast Friday. Five computerswere
confiscated and two people nicked. SHAC des-
perately need donations to replace the stolen
property. Four other SHAC protestors, includ-
ing a 70-year-old woman, have also been ar-
rested in Kent and are on remand. SHAC, c/o
Lynn Sawyer, 6 Boat Lane, Evesham, Worces-
tershire, WR11 4BP. 0845 458 0630
www.shac.net/resources.html ** Sat 12" is a
silent demo in Cambridge against the Univer-
sity’s proposed primate research lab. Noon,
Guildhall, Market Square 01223 311828
info@x-cape.org.uk ** 1000 students are ex-
pected for next months Shared Planet Con-
ference, speakersincluding Mark Thomas and
George Monbiot are hoping to inspire students
to start campaigning for abetter world. 2-3 Nov.
Warwick University Arts Centre. £16 (incl. ac-
commodation) www.peopleandplanet.org/
sharedplanet ** There's a European Social
Consulta which aims to build activist net-
works across Europe in Barcelona, 19t-20"
October. Info www.europeanconsulta.org
encuentro@consultaeuropea.org ** 18" Octo-
ber isM edia Democracy Day, aday dedicated to
the promotion of independent media. Events in
L ondon seewww.mediademocracyday.org.uk **
Special Screening of McL ibel Two Worlds Col-
lide film, 8pm 16" October, Cinematheque, Mid-

dle Street, Brighton. .
o andfinally...

What would you do if you'd got yourself a
nice countryside pad with a sea view, but your
neighbours, whose land your house is built on,
keep making extensions that are reducing the
price of your property? You could maybe move
house, become more tolerant, or maybe even
kill your neighbours!!

Thislast option may seem extreme, but for a
family of badgersin Saltdean, East Sussex this
is exactly what's going to happen. Residentsin
houses that were built on top of a badger sett
have complained that the badgers subterranean
extensions are undermining their foundations.
And rather than look for aternative ways to
cope with this problem, the Animal Welfare
Minister, Elliot Morley, has granted a licence
for the family of badgers to be killed under the
1992 Protection of Badger Act (Ummm).
SchNEWS would like to suggest that aload of
property developersout there be culled instead.

This Saturday there’'sademonstration against
the slaughter of the badgers at Saxon Close,
Saltdean 10am- noon. www.geocities.com/
wildlifeambulance/index.html

* Theculling of badgersby the governmentin
their long drawn out attempt to prove a link
between badgers and the spread of TB in cattle
is restarting in two areas of the UK. To get
involved in stopping the culls contact 07773
572970 (Devon) or 07811 629846 (Derbyshire)
www.badger-killers.co.uk

Disclaimer
The SChNEWS Doctrine warns all readers that we

reserve the right to preemptively use our weapon
of mass dlstracuon agal nst any bush shit. Honest
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