
Copyleft 
Published in Brighton since 1994

For leaving a bin laden with food...
One of the anti-Tesco campaigners from 
Titnore woods (See SchNEWS 672) made 
the mistake of assuming food tossed in a skip 
outside a Co-op supermarket was in some way 
unwanted and proceeded to liberate seven 
carriers bags of it to feed hungry masses at 
a Bristol Squat. He was swiftly nicked and 
held in (out of date) custody.

Instead of being grateful for sparing them 
the cost of sending it all to landfi ll, the ‘car-
ing sharing’ Co-op are instead looking to 
prosecute. As if the Co-op think stopping 
skipping would force these scroungers to get 
jobs so they had the money to buy the same 
food before it was chucked.

QUICK FIX

Continued overleaf...
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WAKE UP!! WAKE UP!! IT'S YER 'CLEAN SKINNED'...

For Barack Obama the G20 Summit was something 
of a festival of sycophancy as world leaders rubbed 
up against him like cats in heat, eager for some of 
that shiny, hopeful magic to stick to them and play 
well to the audiences at home. Two weeks later 
though, at the Summit of the Americas, Obama was 
facing a different proposition altogether. 

Gone were the gushing platitudes and hearty 
backslapping, replaced instead with 50 minute 
diatribes on ‘Yankee Imperialism’, homie hand-
shakes with American bogeymen, and allegations 
that America was meddling and plotting assas-
sinations in other countries.

The summit was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
where it has been deeply controversial. Problems 
began months before the summit when Beetham 
Gardens, a run down area of government housing, 
was walled off from the rest of the capital.

Beetham came into existence 35 years ago 
when a large squatters community was trans-
formed by government fi nanced construction 
of concrete homes with running water, indoor 
plumbing, electricity and even mail delivery. But 
neglected thereafter, it has since been plagued 

Unsurprisingly enough, the twelve terror suspects 
arrested and detained without charge over Easter 
have been released. Never charged, these inno-
cent men have been freed from the clutches of 
the anti-terror plod into the unwelcoming arms 
of the UK Borders Agency where Jacqui Smith’s 
Home Offi ce plots and schemes to have them 
deported back to Pakistan on the grounds that 
they are a ‘security threat.’

The lawyer for the twelve, Mohammed Ayub-
said said “Our clients have no criminal history, 
they were here lawfully on student visas and all 
were pursuing their studies and working part-
time. They are neither extremists nor terrorists. 
Their arrest and detention has been a serious 
breach of their human rights. As a minimum they 
are entitled to an unreserved apology.”

Having been arrested slightly earlier than planned 
due to the ‘balls up’ of Assistant Commissioner for 
Groundless Scaremongering, Bob Quick (the guy 
snapped whilst waving his ‘top secret’ papers), the 
press worked themselves into a frenzy over a politi-
cian’s incompetence putting British lives at risk (as 
if they ever would). Headlines such as ‘Scramble to 
fi nd the Easter bomb factory’ (The Times) gleefully 
leapt onto the front pages with a familiar absence 
of fact. Bob Quick’s just retired on a fat pension 
and the ensuing hoo-ha knocked Ian Tomlinson’s 
death off the front pages – nice work!!

These ‘anti terrorist operations’ are really joint 
exercises by the police and the media. The fact that 

AS TERROR 
SUSPECTS ARE 
RELEASED 
WITHOUT CHARGE

the men had no previous convictions and didn’t 
appear on any terror/crime/subversive watchlists 
anywhere was spun as to make them appear even 
more dangerous - ‘clean skins’ in the spooks’ 
vocabulary - “highly trained, professional killers 
whose blameless backgrounds provide not the 
slightest clue as to their true, evil intent” (to quote 
the Terrorgraph). So lack of evidence is used as 
proof of wrongdoing. Looks like the people who 
spun the Iraq War are still getting paid.

The twelve innocent men - who’ve been threat-
ened at gunpoint, imprisoned without charge and 
are now facing deportation - are just the latest in 
a long litany of repression justifi ed as security. 
From the Forrest Gate shooting (no man shot by 
cops, no charges made), the Ricin plot (no ricin, no 
plotting ever happened) and the arrest of Notting-
ham student Hicham Yezza (downloading public 
domain documents - see SchNEWS 668), the 
pattern repeats time and time again - high profi le 
arrests, persecution of immigrant communities, 
‘Britain under attack’ headlines.

Using the fl imsy excuse that the men were in 
the UK on student visas, the government wants 
universities to vet foreign nationals against state 
watch-lists and act as part of the state surveil-
lance network against (Muslim) foreigners. 
Fortunately, British Universities have stood up 
to attempts to co-opt them Syrian-style into the 
state repression machinery, for now.

The supposed ‘threat to national security’ pre-

text for their deportation forms part of the govern-
ment’s latest strategy, ‘Contest 2’ , as elaborated 
in The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering 
International Terrorism. This emphasises threats 
from domestic terrorist threats, due to ‘an extremist 
violent ideology associated with Al Qaeda’.

The policy emphasises sources of terrorism 
in political views. The prevention strategy will 
challenge ‘views which fall short of supporting 
violence and are within the law, but which reject 
and undermine our shared values and jeopardise 
community cohesion.’ To counter that threat, 
Contest 2 justifi es greater use of ‘non-prosecution 
actions’, hence various special powers to impose 
punishment without trial, such as house arrest, 
asset-freezing and deportation.

First they came for the Muslims.....

by poverty and crime. In what the government 
declared to be nothing more than a touch of 
‘beautifi cation’, the 5ft wall completely separated 
the community from the rest of the city.

Squatters living on land near a railway line 
due to transport the arriving heads of state were 
other casualties of the tarting up process. While 
some had lived in the area for over thirty years, 
they were handed eviction notices by the Land 
Settlement Agency - despite many of them hold-
ing ‘Certifi cates of Comfort’ which should have 
protected them from eviction. Even after angry 
protests the residents say they were offered no 
serious alternatives despite promises.

As the summit approached, the Trinidad and 
Tobagan government took further steps to protect 
the incoming leaders from reality. With the summit 
costing billions of dollars to put on, a number of 
local unions and social movements were planning 
large demonstrations to highlight the hypocrisy of 
such extravagant spending in the face of far more 
pressing issues like high food prices, infl ation, 
crime, corruption and health. However, all applica-
tions for demos were rejected, essentially banning 

all protest. The Truth Drummers – a coalition of 
several farming, civil rights and environmental 
groups - were told they had permission to stage a 
drumming demo but as soon as they began were 
ordered to disperse under threat of arrest, facing 
off with armed riot police. Another member of the 
group was arrested the day before the demo on 
charges of ‘placarding’, with bail set at $17,000.

The alternative ‘Peoples Summit’ was also re-
pressed. All attempts to gain permission to hold the 
event in Port of Spain were turned down fl at and 
the counter-summit was fi nally staged at the Uni-
versity of the West Indies, some distance outside 
of the city. Although this meant it didn't have the 
highly visible presence that the organisers had been 
hoping for, the three day event was still attended 
by hundreds of locals and internationals.

The mainstream summit began with a now 
famous handshake as Venezualan president Hugo 
Chavez told Obama “I want to be your friend” 
and later slipped him a copy of Eduardo Galeanos 
famous history of imperial exploitation of Latin 
America, The Open Veins of Latin America. 
After the conference Chavez hailed a ‘new era’ 
and announced the restoration of US-Venezuelan 
ambassadors. Diplomatic relations had been bro-
ken off in September in solidarity with Bolivian 
president Evo Morales who’d expelled a top US 
diplomat for aiding opposition groups in inciting 

SUMMIT OF THE UN-AMERICAS
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...and fi nally...

SUMMIT OF THE UN-AMERICAS continued...

PARTY & PROTEST

BRUM PUNCH
To defend one eviction may be considered for-
tunate – but two in one morning is pretty darn 
impressive, so congrats to Justice Not Crisis (JNC) 
who repelled simultaneous attempted evictions at 
squatted social centres in Birmingham on Tuesday 
(21st). Getting people barricaded on the roofs 
proved insurmountable to bailiffs and police on 
the day and the centres – one being the Beechwood 
Hotel, which houses homeless people as well as 
the Birmingham People’s Library project, and 
the other running permaculture training in the 
previously run-down nature reserve in the grounds 
– remain open but are still under imminent eviction 
alert and need support to get mobilised.
* See http://justicenotcrisis.wordpress.com

Now that Dubya’s a distant memory and clean 
livin’ paragon of virtue Barack Obama is in the 
White House – some of the neo-con rhetoric is 
obviously starting to feel a little stale in the mouth. 
The War on Terror is out. A recent leaked memo 
circulating around the White House explained that 
the War on Terror has been offi cially re-branded as 
the ‘Overseas Contingency Operation.’ Which is 
great, because from now on whenever an Afghan 
wedding party or a group of Pakistani shepherds is 
wiped out by a US Predator drone they didn’t die 
as incidental casualties in the war on evil but as 
part of some ‘overseas contingency,’ as if interna-
tional mass murder was now just some corporate 
business plan that didn’t quite hit its target.

TIGER TIGER 
BURNING BRIGHT

Recent Tamil protests against the continuing hu-
manitarian disaster in Sri Lanka (See SchNEWS  
672, 665) continued this week when at least 
3,500 Tamils blocked off Parliament Square, 
London, this Monday (20th). The protesters 
assembled around the makeshift tent of hunger 
striker Parameswaran Subramaniyan, now into 
his second week. The UN estimates 4,500 civil-
ians have been killed in the confl ict in the last 
three months and that there are currently up to 
110,000 refugees fl eeing the fi ghting.
* See http://london.indymedia.org.uk/articles/1228

AND THEN WE TAKE... 
BIL’IN

Basem Abu Rahme, a resident of Bil’in village in 
The West Bank, has become the eighteenth person 
to be killed by Israeli forces while protesting the 
construction of Israel’s ‘Apartheid Wall’ (See 
SchNEWS 544). Abu Rahme was shot in the 
chest last Friday (17th) with a high-velocity tear 
gas projectile by soldiers 40 metres away from 
the demonstration, later dying of his wounds in 
hospital. The tear gas projectile, designed to be 
used at long range, was the same as that which 
critically injured American activist Tristan An-
derson last month (See SchNEWS 669).
* Human rights worker, Free Gaza activist and 
journalist Ewa Jasiewicz, who was in Gaza dur-
ing the recent military assault, will be in Brighton 
talking about her experiences and what you can 
do to help the people of Gaza. 7pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton on April 
28 – see www.freegaza.org

ROSSPORT IN A STORM
Veteran Rossport protester Willie Corduff was 
attacked and hospitalised this week by a gang of 
masked security guards as he blocked the move-
ment of a truck during protests at Shell’s Glengad 
facility on the west coast of Ireland. Glengad is 
the site of the planned onshore part of their facil-
ity. Earlier  in the protest, which took place during 
the night of April 22nd-23rd, Shell’s fences were 
torn down and the site invaded. 

Shell to Sea Spokesperson Terence Conway 
said “This was a vicious and cowardly attack by 
this group of balaclava-wearing Shell mercenar-
ies in the middle of the night, on a brave member 
of our community, Willie Corduff, who was 
peacefully protesting the illegality of this project. 
The only violence that happened in Glengad last 
night was carried out by Shell security”.

Willie is one of the original Rossport Five  
and won the Goldman Environment award (see 
SchNEWS 585).

In the same week, one of the alumni of Shell's 
security operation in Rossport was gunned down 
as he attempted to assassinate Bolivia’s Evo Mo-
rales. Not just yer average hired goons then?
* See www.corribsos.com

PASSING THE BATON
In response to police violence meted out at 
the G20, a broad coalition of victims of police 
violence, together with their representatives, has 
founded The United Campaign Against Police 
Violence (UCAPV).

They say “A second post-mortem has revealed 
that Ian Tomlinson died of internal bleeding, not 
a heart attack as was initially claimed. The extent 
of the police lies and cover-up is sickening. One 
tragedy of Ian’s death is that it is not the fi rst time 
someone has died at the hands of the police. Our 
campaign must also take up the fi ght that many 
others are waging for justice for family members 
killed in police custody. And this comes at a time 
when wider questions about police tactics on and 
around demonstrations are coming thick and fast 
from all angles.”
* April 30th - Picket of public meeting of the 
Metropolitan Police Authority meeting on G20 
policing, City Hall.
* May 5th - public rally at Friends Meeting 
House, Euston Road, London at 7pm. This will 
be the public launch of the United Campaign 
Against Police Violence.
* May 23rd - National demonstration, 3pm 
marching from Trafalgar Square to Scotland Yard 
via Downing Street.
* See www.againstpoliceviolence.org.uk

violence (Morales, subject of a recent thwarted 
murder attempt, was reported to have confronted 
Obama about American meddling in Bolvian 
politics and covert plots). But despite the thaw 
in relations Chavez still refused to back the fi nal 
declaration of the summit.

This was mostly in protest at the continued 
exclusion of Cuba from the gathering – a subject 
several other leaders raised with Obama. Despite 
the improvement in US-Cuban relations after the 
US relaxed travel restrictions and Cuban leader 
Raul Castro declared he was willing to talk about 
‘everything’, the Big Brother of the Castro family 
– Fidel - declared the summit to be nothing more 
than ‘delirious dreams’.

Chavez was not alone in refusing to sign the 
fi nal declaration. In fact, Trinidad Prime Minister 
Patrick Manning was the only one that did. Aside 
from Cuba, absentees also cited issues that were 
off the agenda - such as a serious discussion of 
the economic crisis and more local issues like the 
growth of the biofuels industry. Also of concern 
was the Obama’s refusal to renegotiate NAFTA 
(North American Free Trade Area) or other free 
trade agreements.

The rise of the current generation of leftist Latin 
American leaders has been paralleled by a rise in 
social movements at the grassroots level. But for 
those movements there were a number of press-
ing issues which barely got a mention. One such 
was the increasing militarisation of Colombia and 
Mexico in the name of the ‘War on Drugs’.

While Obama has won plaudits for stalling a 
Free Trade deal with Colombia until it improves 
its horrendous human rights record, he has also 
backed the continuation of ‘Plan Colombia’ which 
supplies billions of dollars of military equipment 
and support to the Colombian army. The plan 
has completely failed in its stated intention of 
ridding Colombia of the scourge of cocaine with 
coca production actually on the increase since its 
inception. While the American policy of spraying 
coca crops with industrial Roundup has caused 
untold environmental damage, the coca grow-
ers simply moved deeper into the cover of the 
jungle. Meanwhile the militarisation has reduced 
violence in major population centres (without 
tackling the underlying causes) but has pushed 
an ever expanding confl ict deeper into rural areas, 
with accompanying human rights abuses.

Mexico, with its exploding drug war, looks set 
to follow a similar path. A similar agreement, ‘Plan 
Mexico’ - also known as the ‘Merida Initative’ - 
began in 2008, a year in which over 6000 people 
were killed in the drug war. In a pre-summit visit 
to Mexico, Obama backed the plan and asserted his 
commitment to help fi ght the ‘War on Drugs’.

For the indigenous rights movements across the 
continent, which continue to grow regardless of 
this latest summit circus, the main struggles are 
around recognition and land rights but also against 
environmental degradation, foreign exploitation 
of resources and the militarisation of their territo-
ries. As well as the continuation of the Zapatistas 
in Mexico there have been large-scale movements 
in Ecuador and Colombia (SchNEWS 656) and 
smaller protest movements wherever there is a 
sizeable indigenous population.

Obama’s opening statement that “I have a lot 
to learn and I’m very much looking forward to 
listening” may be welcome relief after the Bush 
years. But with so many key issues off the table, 
and a number of Latin American countries refus-
ing to cave in to US pressure, it might just be 
that Hilary Clinton’s commentary on proceedings 
that she “...thought the cultural performance was 
fascinating,” may be more revealing.
* See also http://mamaradio.blogspot.com

FIRST PAST THE POST
One of the best spoof papers seen in recent times 
was published earlier this month in Leeds, apeing 
the local rag, the Yorkshire Evening Post, with a 
focus on the local affects of corrupt and failing 
monetarism. One journactivist told SchNEWS, 
“Leeds has undergone crazy changes over the last 
15 years. It’s like the city has been gripped by a 
delirium. Buildings being ripped down and new 
ones springing up and all with no one able to even 
ask if this is a good thing. Huge amounts of money 
have been spent with no regard to the needs of the 
people of Leeds. The whole point of the paper is 
that unless people want to remain patsies in some-
one else’s plans then we have to begin collectively 
getting to grips with this crisis and act on both it’s 
effects and the ‘solutions’ being put forward.”
* Read it at www.yorkshireeveningpest.co.uk

For listings updated weekly see 
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