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AS WE BOLDLY TAKE A SCHNEWS CRUISE TO CALAIS

“Please tell your government and your me-
dia that we are here, then I’m sure they will
help us. There is a family; a young Kurdish
girl only five-years-old in the Jungle. The
police came and gassed the family, she is
very weak. I am OK, but I am worried for
her, please go back and tell them that we
are here.” - Iraqi Kurd in Calais.

A humanitarian crisis caused by British im-
migration policy is taking place just over the
channel in Calais. Thousands of people in search
of a new life in the area are risking their lives
to enter the UK and are only surviving with the
‘illegal’ solidarity of local people. The situation
has worsened dramatically since the forced clo-
sure of the Red Cross’s Sangatte centre.

A team from the No Borders network
recently visited Calais — in advance of the No
Borders Action camp (23-30th June). The fol-
lowing are edited extracts from their report:
“Following a scare campaign by the right wing
press, in 2002 an agreement between UK and
French governments shut the Sangatte Red
Cross centre. The centre provided shelter for
2000 people and its closure pushed the situ-
ation for migrants in Calais to crisis point.
Large groups from Afghanistan, Eritrea,
Iraq, Sudan and Palestine gather there before
attempting to cross the channel, by clinging
on to the underside of lorries or attempting to
walk the length of the tunnel.

Speaking to some of the migrants we
learned how up to 1000 people are living in
woods near the ferry port known as ‘The
Jungle’, all waiting for a chance to travel to
the UK. Police regularly destroy or even burn
their temporary structures and tear gas their
tents. More repression seems imminent with
French immigration minister Eric Besson stat-
ing he wants an ‘exclusion zone’ for migrants
in the region.” - NBN
Across the globe millions are on the move -
responding to war, climate change or economic
needs. The rich world’s response is to throw up
a network of fences, cameras and checkpoints
to ‘manage’ this movement. One bottleneck
for migrants is Calais — the final hurdle before
entering Blightly. The UKSs borders now extend
to this portion of France (for the first time since
1558 for you history buffs).

So why are migrants heading here? No-
body’s coming here looking for a ‘soft touch’ no
matter what you read in the Sun. The fact is that
thanks to our globe-spanning imperialist past
we have had an impact on countries all around
the world. English is the global language while
many British polices and investments abroad
are responsible for forced migration. Waging
war in the Middle East, exporting weapons to

military regimes and supporting large infra-
structure projects, such as dams, oil and gas
pipelines and mines have all provoked a mass
exodus of people. Dams alone, many backed
by Britain cash, have displaced an estimated 80
million since the Second World War.

The tightening of border controls across
Europe and in the UK has created a de-facto
underclass across the Union — people without
states or rights or access to vital infrastructure
such as health care. While genuinely free
movement is feared by our dark masters,
‘managed’ migration can serve their interests
very nicely — cheap black market labour un-
dermining legal workers status.

This process of ‘managed migration’ in-
volves a network of detention centres which
incarcerates refused asylum seekers and
refugees, picks up people on entry to the UK
or those who’ve overstayed their visas. These
people are detained for weeks, months and
even years. Some are currently being held in
detention indefinitely. At any one time there are
around 3,000 people detained under immigra-
tion powers in this country. With the detention
centres run privately this means there are plenty
of fat contracts out there for companies wanting
to get in on the refugee detention game.

BORDERLINE INSANITY

The suffering inflicted on migrants in Calais
is just one example of a brutal system whose
apparent purpose is to deter others from com-
ing but which also creates the conditions for an
illegal workforce that undermines the rights of
all workers. Calais is just one example of the
hi-tech EU borders regime that has resulted
in the death (many at sea) of at least 14,000
migrants in the last twenty years, according
to a recent press review.

The EU policy of the “free movement of
persons” within its borders has gone hand in
hand with an attempt to build ‘Fortress Europe’;
externalising EU borders into Africa and Asia
with EU border guards patrolling the Mediter-
ranean, Libya and off the West Coast of Africa,
courtesy of the Frontex borders agency. Also
via the European Neighbourhood Policy where
countries from the Ukraine all the way round the
Mediterranean to Morocco are now paid by the
EU to do its migration prevention work for it.

Although most internal European borders
were removed by the 1990 Schengen Conven-
tion. But while the Schengen agreement was a
mechanism for allowing the ‘free movement’
of certain people within certain EU states, it has
always gone hand in hand with an increase in
internal borders and social controls, such as SIS
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(Schengen Information System). Another re-
cent manifestation of Schengen policy has been
the creation of Frontex, an armed transnational
border police that works almost exclusively
outside EU territory.

And meanwhile the UK has continued to
ferociously police its borders, nowhere more so
than in trying to stop people coming in from Cal-
ais, leaving people there between the proverbial
rock and a hard place. As NBN report:

"French law specifically forbids aiding
‘illegal immigrants’, punishable by up to five
years in prison and a £25,000 fine. Despite this,
we met with two local humanitarian groups who
distribute free food to migrants - these volunteers
risk arrest daily simply by feeding people.

One friend who has lived with the migrants
in Calais for several months explained to us
how the night-time routine involves numerous
midnight escape attempts. Nearby truck stops
are patrolled by gangsters, who wander the
night with knives out, wearing Balaclavas and
demanding ransom from any migrant wishing
to pass. Just like on the Greek, Italian and
Turkish borders the non-existence of any legal
entry for asylum-seekers has produced a mar-
ket of illegal transport facilities, a prospering
business at the EU-borders. Border controls
have produced this market while criminalis-
ing the migrants. Draconian penalties against
“people trafficking” drives up transportation
prices making the market more attractive to
criminal elements, as well as making a secure
arrival at the aimed destination impossible.”

No Borders is a transnational network of
autonomous groups who advocate freedom of
movement and equality for all, but more than
that it is a political position; seeing borders
as systemic to a world order that is supremely
unjust and is structured towards massive in-
equality, acting as a useful control to divide a
social hierarchy of legal/illegal, documented/
undocumented, citizens/non-citizens. No
Borders means rejecting this categorisation
and calls for unity between exploited people
against the rich and powerful.

No Borders are holding a transnational
demo for freedom of movement and the
abolition of migration controls in Calais on

the 27th of June. www.noborders.org.uk

*Activists from the Stop Deportation Network
blockaded Colnbrook detention centre on
12th May in a last-ditch attempt to prevent
the mass deportation of around 45 people to
Iraqi Kurdistan. The six activists efwfectively
blocked the entrance to the detention centre for
four hours after which time they were cut from
their lock-ons and arrested for obstruction of
the highway. Tinsley House, a detention centre
near Gatwick has also been targeted in recent
months (see SCANEWS 669).
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NOT A BLIND BRIT OF DIFFERENCE

With an uncharacteristic display of conscience
the British government has finally stopped
military aid to Colombia. So what provoked this
moral U-turn from what was the second biggest
financial backer of the Colombian military (which
still receives billions of dollars from the US under
the controversial ‘Plan Colombia’). And will it
make any difference?

Since coming to power in 2002 Colombian
president Alvaro Uribe has vigorously pursued his
policy of ‘Democratic Security’ - which involved
strengthening the military and going on the of-
fensive against the FARC, Colombia’s dominant
guerilla force. While the FARC have been retreat-
ing, the policy has also seen the Colombian military
overtake both the FARC and Colombia’s numerous
right-wing paramilitary groups to become the lead-
ing perpetrators of human rights abuses. In 2002 the
state was responsible for 17% of recorded violence.
By 2006 that number had jumped to 56%.

In recent months it has become increasingly
obvious that recorded human rights violations
only represent a small proportion of the atrocities
committed in Colombia. Both the military and
the police have a long history of colluding with
paramilitary organisations committing numerous
massacres throughout the country. Recent weeks
have seen allegations that they have also been
conspiring with the militias to burn the bodies
of massacre victims in an effort to conceal the
number of people killed.

In addition to this, investigators are looking into
the 1,296 cases of extra-judicial executions that
have occurred since 2002. The murders were so
called ‘false positives’ — a practice where soldiers
murder civilians in rural areas before dressing them
up in combat fatigues and labelling them guerillas.

In the last few weeks 67 soldiers have been con-
victed for murdering civilians while more than 400
have been arrested. Uribe, meanwhile, has stated
that he believes there are many false accusations
and he wants the state to take up the legal defence
of the accused military personnel.

While much of the violence appears to be
determined by little more than location — most
victims were from strategically or economically
important areas — some of it is far more targeted.
More union leaders are assassinated each year in
Colombia than in the rest of the world combined.
The most recent, Edgar Martinez of the farmers
and miners union in the department of Bolivar,
was killed earlier this month shortly after being
turned back from a police road block.

The indigenous communities of Colombia
have also been repeatedly targeted. Following the
‘Minga’ protest movement of last November (see
SchNEWS 656), the husband of Aida Quilcue,
Chief Council of CRIC (Indigenous Regional
Council of Cauca) - the architects of the uprising
- was assassinated at a military roadblock in what
appeared to be an attempt on Quilcue’s life. The
assassinations have continued since, last week
Roberth Guachetd, another community leader and
aprotected person by the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, was found beaten to death. Indig-
enous communities throughout rural Colombia
have also been targeted by both the army and
the guerillas with military attacks, occupation of
villages and disappearances all routine.

Journalists critical of Uribe also continue to
be subjected to death threats, forcing many into
exile. Two weeks ago veteran Colombian journal-
ist José Everardo Aguilar, a noted critic of official
corruption, was shot dead on his doorstep.

Throughout his time in power Uribe has
consistently accused trade unionists, indigenous
activists and journalists of collaborating with
the guerillas, singling them out as targets for
paramilitary and military attacks.

While it makes a welcome change for the British
government to take notice of a state complicit in
the murder and abuse of its citizens, Britain will
continue to send Uribe and his military force secret
and unconditional counter-narcotics assistance.
With a government quite happy to label dissenters
in any way that suits their purpose and a military
quite happy to do the state’s dirty work it seems
unlikely that this latest development will make
much difference to the hundreds of thousands of
Colombians caught up in the conflict.

See www.colombiajournal.org/index.htm and
http://mamaradio.blogspot.com

WAR THAT BROKE THE TAMILS' BACK

Following battles which have raged since late last
year (see SChANEWS 672, 665), the Sri Lankan
government declared victory in its 26 year war
against the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam — the Tamil Tigers - this Tuesday (19th).
After squeezing the remaining rebels into an ever
smaller area the declaration came after the death
of the Tigers’ leader Velupillai Prabhakaran whose
corpse was paraded on TV the same day.

The announcement followed weeks of intensify-
ing fighting with rapidly escalating casualty figures.
The area designated by the Sri Lankan army as a
‘safety zone’ for escaping civilians has been shelled
repeatedly in attacks which included the repeated
shelling of several hospitals, killing hundreds of
wounded civilians. The Sri Lankan army denies at-
tacking the area despite massive evidence that they
have repeatedly used heavy artillery, air strikes,
cluster bombs and white phosphorous on Tamil
civilians. Health workers in the area estimate that
up to 15,000 people, including 2000 children, have
died in the last few months of fighting.

Tamils fleeing the conflict area have come come
under fire from both the Sri Lankan army and
LTTE fighters. Around a quarter of a million of
those that have made it out have been shepherded
into heavily policed government internment
camps. On Wednesday the Sri Lankan government
announced that the majority of the refugees will
remain in the camps, where conditions are said to
be desperate, for up to two years. Thousands of
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former LTTE fighters, some as young as fourteen,
are being held in ‘rehabilitation centres’ while the
‘hardcore’ rebels are being interrogated in a secure
camp in the South. In the Sinhalese areas of the
country ethnic Tamils are now also being detained
with increasing regularity.

The Tamil diaspora meanwhile has continued
to express its outrage at the actions of the Sri
Lankan army and the silence of the international
community, with protests from South Africa to the
US. In London, demonstrations have continued
throughout the week with thousands of Tamils
protesting in and around Parliament Square. With
the protests barely acknowledged in the national
press the police have been free to respond in an
unrestrained fashion. Last week a blockade of
Westminster Bridge was ended when police were
said to have seized the front-line protesters — chil-
dren in pushchairs — and removed them to nearby
police vans, forcing the parents to follow.

In his victory address to parliament Sri Lankan
president Mahinda Rajapaksa stated the country
had been “liberated from terrorism” and declared
a national holiday. “Our intention was to save the
Tamil people from the cruel grip of the LTTE.” he
said. “We all must now live as equals in this free
country,”. With hundreds of thousands of suffering
and bereaved Tamils trapped in razor wired refugee
camps and the Tamil diaspora still demanding jus-
tice, Rajapaksa’s triumphalism seems as misplaced
as Bush’s “Mission Accomplished!” moment...
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NOW WE'RE ROLLING

Anti-Trident protesters have occupied a new site
at the Rolls Royce Rayensway hi-tech manufac-
turing facility in Derby, in reaction to RR’s re-
cently acquired contract to build nuclear reactors
for power stations. Already on the site RR have
elements enriched with uranium and zircaloy
as well as a nuclear test reactor for submarine
engines equipped with Trident missiles.

Protesters are also demanding an evacuation
plan for local inhabitants and workers within a
two-mile radius of the factory, which should be
open to evaluation from the local council and
emergency services.

The disarmament camp, now a week old, is
located on an old training ground for the Derby
football team and has plenty of space for tents,
tree-houses and the like. Police intervention has so
far been minimal. It is easy to get to on foot along
the river footpaths signed for Alvaston from the city
centre. Map links and details at: www.indymedia.
org.uk/en/2009/05/429776 see also www.trident-
ploughshares for more general info

..and finally...

A group of friends from Brighton off for a week-
end camping trip in a hired minibus had their
plans disrupted at the last minute when their
driver turned up to present his driving license.
The hire company told him that he could not
have the van as he was a “dangerous criminal”
and the company was worried about what the van
could be used for.

The hire company in Brighton told him they
had been visited by police from Nottingham who
warned the company about him — arising from
when he’d previously hired a minibus sometime
before being one of the 114 arrested when gather-
ing at a school under suspicion of conspiracy to
close down a power station (SChNEWS 672).

SchNEWS has heard of a similar story relating
to last year’s Climate Camp — a hire company in
Hastings was told by police not to rent vans to a
climate activist — but the hire company told the
police where to go saying they knew the man and
he was one of their best customers.

After all where would minibus rental compa-
nies be without their bread and butter patrons? In
police state Britain we guess the protest market
is thriving at the moment...

Disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers - pay for your own bloody
moat. Honest!
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