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SUSSEX, LIES AND VIDEOTAPE

SUSSEX UNI'CUTS: NO EXPENSE IS PARED.....

Following last week’s * Stop The Cuts’ demon-
stration and occupation of the senior manage-
ment’s offices (see SChANEWS 712) six Sussex
University students had been suspended and
excluded from campus. The six had been “posi-
tively identified’ following Sussex Police’s thug-
gish altercations on campus.

If that weren’t draconian enough, the uni-
versity has got an injunction preventing ‘occu-
pational protest’ on campus. Universities have
been granted anti-protest injunctions in the
past- generally against animal rights protesters.
Sussex has gone further in banning protest/oc-

cupation for whatever reason. Scared of more
direct action they’ve gone into overkill mode
against campus protest.

Unsurprisingly this OTT reaction has been
a red flag to a bull for students already angry
at campus cuts and bloated senior management
salaries. This Thursday saw an unprecedented
500 strong demonstration for the reinstatement
of the six students. Later a several hundred
strong student mob went on an impromptu ram-
page round the university management build-
ings before winding up at the main lecture hall
for an occupation, sorry ‘autonomous teaching

space.” At the last count scores of students are
still there, with plans to stay there until the *Sus-
sex Six’ were allowed back. At around 5pm the
university issued a partial climbdown- leading
to cheers from the liberated lecture hall. The six
would be allowed back on campus to study, but
not to have any fun or do any troublemaking.
*On Thursday the 18th of March the UCU
(University and College Union) will be tak-
ing strike action against the planned 115 job
losses. Staff will be on the picket line, they’ll
appreciate support from anyone who wants to
come and show some solidarity.

SCHCOOP! - NO CUT BACKS FOR SUSSEX FAT CATS

As Sussex students take their resistance to funding cuts to the heart of their university’s governing elite (see Schnews 712), details of the,
lifestyles of those making the cuts are trickling out. The £100,000+ salaries of 14 Sussex managers isn’t enough with expense accounts regu-
larly dipped into to make up the shortfall.

Claims seen by students include pro vice chancellor for education Joanne Wright spending £1,811.25 on a Times Higher Education award
jolly at the Grosvenor House Hotel on Park Lane on 15th October 2008. Although dinner was included they still claimed £253.95 for refresh-
ments. Colleague pro vice chancellor Robert Allison has matched her appetite for fine food, even wining and dining arms company bosse

in July 2008 he spent £147.50 at Drakes Hotel’s Gingerman restaurant with Rolls Royce representatives. Since the start of the current round
of spending cuts last September the gourmet has submitted £1,265.41 just in claims for restaurant meals.

Despite the cuts to courses and staff Sussex bosses saw fit to appoint another Pro Vice Chancellor last year, to try and get a cut of some of]

he lucrative foreign market. Last November Professor Chris Marlin was appointed Pro-Vice Chancellor to “provide senior academic leader-
ship for the University’s internationalisation strategy’, according to the uni’s website. Even before taking up his post the prof had alread
benefited from Sussex hospitality. In claims seen exclusively by SChNEWS, the computer science boffin, jetting in from Australia for hi
interview last July, stayed at the £132 a night Hilton Metropole racking up a total expense bill of over £2,500 for his seaside jaunt. Such was
Chris’ concern at being out of pocket that he e-mailed the uni a week after his return chasing up payment.
He must have been chuffed at his appointment and the prospect of sampling more of the local culinary scene with tastes ranging from

he traditional — fish restaurants — to international cuisine, as is only consistent with his ‘internationalisation strategy’. Catching the last
of the summer sun Chris spent another week here in September, but perhaps the cutbacks were already kicking in, as he only claimed
around a grand for this outing.

However, this is all dwarfed by his claims on taking up his post in mid-November. Relocation expenses claimed from then until Christmas|
lamount to around £12,000, with shipping and accommodation in a cottage in Lewes comprising the bulk.

More dubious than such run of the mill gravy train high living, is a memo from vice-chancellor Paul Layzell requesting the transfer of his
£27,906.55 consultancy fees from the University of Manchester to “an account to which I can have free access’, so as not to be counted a

axable salary. No lazy accounting here, honest guv, as the money is to be used for “academic travel, personal development, and sundry items|
of IT equipment etc.” according to the memo.

As if calling in the cops weren’t enough, the university is planning to charge the Students’ Union (SU) for the policing and security costs
of the occupations, suggesting they distance themselves from the Stop The Cuts campaign. Registrar Owen Richards’ proposal for a ‘much
stronger dynamic’ is to directly bill the SU for the costs of past and future occupations despite any proof the union is behind them. Should

his exceed the £50k SU discretionary annual funding, next year’s funding will be cut. Subsequent hints made by the bosses before the lat-
lest occupation to the SU in a petty attempt to weaken the campaign can only end in tears for senior management. This OTT response of the|

university has merely exposed their fear of direct action protest, and are hoping by means fai
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or foul to nip them in the bud.
) Other interesting reading material by the uni kleptocracy includes advice from a certain Rt
Those leaked documents don’t come cheap) Hon Lord Mandelson from the Department for Business Innovation and Skills (BIS) on extrem-
ou know. Help fund SchNEWS® cheque-] jsm in universities. Bucking the trend of the cutbacks a ‘Universities-led UK working group on
book journalism and get yerself down to the} terrorism’ was recently set up. Mandy will be ‘BISy” with “a series of regional workshops, with
Cowley Road, London Road, Brighton for & |ocal police and security officials’. Other tips include advice for unis to collaborate with local au-
egan roast. Sunday 21st March thorities’ Prevent partnership to ‘stop people being drawn into terrorism’. Money well spent...
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SEA SHEPHERD ROUNDUP:
WHALING BANSHEES

This week Sea Shepherd completed its most am-
bitious and effective campaign yet against illegal
Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean Whale
Sanctuary. The three month mission - called Op-
eration Waltzing Matilda - was the stuff of epic
seafaring adventures, which included having a
$1.5 million boat rammed and sunk by a Japa-
nese whaler, a mid-sea collision, and one pro-
tester being detained aboard a whaler to be taken
to Japan. The campaign managed to stop any
whaling for 33 days of the three month whaling
season. Previous years stopped the killing of half
the whaler’s quotas, but this year will definitely
better those results and cost the whalers tens of
millions in profit.

This year Sea Shepherd started with three ships
- the Steve Irwin, the Bob Barker - a former Nor-
wegian whaling boat, which was initially able to
sail incognito - , the hi-tech trimaram intercep-
tor boat the Ady Gil, and a helicopter. On Janu-
ary 6th the Ady Gil was rammed by the harpoon
vessel Shonan Maru 2, cutting it in half. The six
crew members made a narrow escape with their
lives (See SChNEWS 705).

The captain of the Ady Gil, a New Zealander
called Peter Bethune, later responded by riding a
jet-ski under the cover of darkness and boarding
the Shonan Maru 2 with the intention of issuing
a citizens arrest warrant to its captain for the de-
struction of the Ady Gil and attempted murder of
its crew, and slapping them with an invoice for the
cost of the ship. He managed to remain on the ship
overnight undetected, then approached the bridge
of the ship in the morning. Bethune was then tak-
en prisoner and, unbelievably, the harpoon ship
was taken out of the whaling operation and sent
back to Japan to deliver him to the authorities. It
will soon arrive in Japan. Sea Shepherd have a le-
gal team ready to represent Bethune. Every effort
to sabotage the whalers amounts to more whales
being saved and to tie up a whaling vessel like
this is a great result for the campaign. Already the
Shonan Maru 2 and another harpoon vessel, the
Yushin Maru 3, were taken out of whaling roles
and used as security for the larger giant floating
whale abattoir, the ship Nisshin Maru.

After losing the Ady Gil, it became harder to
track the movements of the whalers in the vast
ocean, but, as the Bob Barker was able to mas-
querade as a Norwegian whaler, it was used to
catch the whalers by surprise. Together with the
Steve Irwin it was able to get in behind the Nis-
shin Maru to prevent harpooners loading their
catches. There were running water cannon fights
as well as volleys of rotten butter stink bombs.
Sea Shepherd protesters also sprayed red paint
over the ‘research’ signs which the whalers had
painted on their sides (cos of course the Japanese
are killing hundreds of giant whales for research
purposes only). At one point the Yushin Maru
3 rammed the Bob Barker causing a one-metre
gash, which was later repaired.

Events unfold on the weekly reality tv docu-
mentary, Whale Wars, on Animal Planet cable
channel - see http://animal.discovery.com/tv/
whale-wars
* See www.seashepherd.org
* For a great first-hand account see www.indy-
media.org.uk/en/2010/03/447043.html

PARTY & PROTEST

For events listings updated weekly see
www.schnews.org.uk/pap
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A-FENCE-IS WEAPON

After nearly two years of stressful legal wran-
glings, five Smash EDO activists are facing pos-
sible imprisonment for allegedly shaking a crowd
barrier at the Carnival Against the Arms Trade in
June 2008 in Brighton.

Some of them were seriously assaulted by po-
lice during the demo, and then suffered multiple
arrests, house searches and changes of charges.

Their ‘grievous crimes’ have been investigated
by a highly motivated team of detectives from
Sussex Police’s Major Crime Unit. Their case is
constructed from hundreds of evidence exhibits
and police witness statements by the Crown’s
Complex Prosecutions Department, at an esti-
mated cost of over a million quid.

Sinister political police spy and professional
wrong ‘un Sean McDonald seems to have finally
lost the plot, producing pages of obscure drivel
detailing how he has been following certain ac-
tivists around for the past five years.

The three-week trial, during which we presume
every split-second of the alleged fence-shaking
will be exhaustively examined, begins at Brighton
Magistrates’ Court, on 16th March.

All five are on trial under Section 4 for “fear or
provocation of violence’ along with some more mi-
nor offences. The original Section 2 *violent disor-
der’ charges were dropped as they may have led to
a jury trial where acquittals are more common The
defendants have appealed for support at the trial.
*Smash EDO are holding a picket at Barclays
Bank on North Street at 12pm on March 17th
to mark the seventh anniversary of the Iraq war
— Barclays are ITT’s market maker and the larg-
est UK investor in the arms trade.

There will also be a ‘Horrors of War’ noise demo
at the EDQ’s factory from 3pm-6pm. Bring noise-
making equipment, bloody clothes, coffins.

*See www.smashedo.org.uk

HUNGRY FOR REFORM

With the Yarl’s Wood hunger strike (SChNEWS 711)
into its fifth week, 55 detainees at Harmondsworth
detention centre have also gone on hunger strike in
protest against the UK immigration system.

The hunger strikers released a statement saying,
“The immigration system in this country is a cold
war that has separated families and their loved ones
and has caused mental, physical and emotional tor-
ture to both detainees and their families.”

Across the country activists have been stepping
up the solidarity campaign. Last Saturday (6th)
Newcastle No Borders staged a city centre protest
to draw attention to the migrants’ plight.

The five hunger strikers identified as the ‘ring-
leaders’ of the campaign remain banged up in Hol-
loway prison. On Wednesday, activists gathered
outside the prison for the latest in a series of dem-
onstrations demanding their release.

Meanwhile, human rights lawyers are preparing
a legal challenge on behalf of 11 women detain-
ees. They are seeking a declaration from the court
that the actions of the Home Office and privatised
goons from Serco during February’s protest vio-
lated the women’s human rights.

The actions of the detainees and the constant
on-the-ground campaigning has successfully
brought the issue of detention conditions to the
fore, with even mainstream media and MPs being
pressured into taking an interest.

More actions are in the making. On Saturday
(13th) No Borders Wales are planning a demo in
Swansea while Detainee Solidarity London will
stage a protest outside Harmondsworth.

*see noborders.org.uk ncadc,org,uk
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HEY JOE

Joe Glenton, a British soldier who came to his
(somewhat shattered) senses after a seven month
tour of duty in Afghanistan and became a con-
scientious objector, has been sentenced to nine
months in a military prison.

Joe did a bunk from his unit in 2007 after being
refused treatment for post traumatic stress disor-
der, only returning to the UK in 2009, to make
himself even more unpopular with top brass by
speaking at an anti-war rally (see SChNEWS
699). He then handed himself in.

Although charged with a range of offences, at
February’s preliminary hearing the ‘disobeying
a lawful order’ charge was dropped and desertion
reduced to going AWOL. Joe’s lawyer believes
this may have been to avoid the unwanted pub-
licity a defence questioning the legality of the
war (and hence legality of orders) would have
caused.

This week (5th) he was convicted on the
AWOL and given nine months, presumably to act
as a deterrent to any other disillusioned soldiers.

Messages of support to: Lance Corporal Joe
Glenton, Military Corrective Training Centre,
Berechurch Hall Camp, Colchester CO2 9NU
* Read about the plights of objectors around the
world at www.wri-irg.org/news/alerts

COAL-AMITY

Campaigners against the Huntington Lane open
cast coal mine took their No New Coal message
on a flying tour of nearby Telford last Saturday
(6th), draping their banner over local landmarks.
With many trees already felled at the site, the
start of mining operations seems imminent. The
group are now appealing for support in defending
the Shropshire Hills against the proposed mine,
which was approved last year.
*see www.wmclimateaction.wordpress.com

TESCOANOGO

A squatted social centre in Bristol successfully
resisted an attempt to evict the site to pave the
way for yet another Tesco on Tuesday (9th).
Around 30 people held firm against the bailiff
hoards with the help of a 12ft tripod.

Meanwhile the new Tesco in Titnore got a
warm community welcome as the shiny new
facade was redecorated with graffiti saying
“TESCO SUCKS” and “GO AWAY” while the
locks were superglued shut. One person was ar-
rested and is awaiting charges.

...and finally...

A women in New Zealand has found a specter-
tacular great new way to raise cash for animals.
She claimed that during an exorcism of her house
she somehow “captured’ the ghosts of an old man
and a young girl, then managed to suspend them
in holy water before handily decanting them to
two glass vials.

She then proceeded to sell their immortal re-
mains by online auction. The phantom appari-
tions were swiftly snapped up for $2,000 (in line
with the the well-known inverse-stupidity law of
the general public).

Given the exorcism cost only $100, she’s quids
in — although she good-spiritedly donated all pro-
ceeds to an animal charity.

The buyers are probably still haunted by the
rash nature of their purchase. Trying to figure
out what to do with them before demons come
to reclaim them for the other side is now a wraith
against time.

Disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers, taking on university

management is an occupational hazard. Honest.
LB |
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